

Manchester, Frankfurt and Roubaix 


The fall and rise of Michael Milken 


OnLine goes electronic 





■A,?' 

wmj 



■ jr f : *.~! :■*-*..* • '•» r • ■ ■ ;* ‘ ~ •*• ■' • 



Backbench pressure on Chancellor grows □ Bric-a-brac jibe by Blair 

Markets fear tax cut bonanza 
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Tory right talks i 

Up Clarke £7bn 
Budget giveaway 


Red faces as Tory chairman suffers colourful protest 


Lanry Elliott 
and Alex Drummer 


T he pound 

slumped to a re- 
cord low on the 
foreign ex- 
changes last 
night as global in- 
vestors took fright at the pros- 
pects of the Chancellor gam- 
bling with huge tax cats in 
this month's Budget in a last- 
ditch effort to revive the Con- 
servative party's fortunes. 

Among the main reasons 
cited for the pound’s slide — 
which began at the end of last 
week amid reports of a £5 
billion giveaway — is concern 
that the Chancellor is willing 
to sacrifice the public fi- 
nances in the short term to 
boost the Government's elec- 
toral fortunes. 

The unprecedented specula- 
tion about toe Budget has led 
to a feeding frenzy of rumours 
about the scale of the tax cuts 
on offer.. The £2-3 billion 
which has been talked about 
in the financial markets 'for 
several months is now seen as 
the baseline from which the 
Chancellor will build his cuts. 

Some economic experts an 
the Conservative right are 
now talking about £7 billion 
being the ceiling for personal 
tax cuts, with £5-7 billion 
being the likely range of any 
largesse. However, Mr Clarke 
is unlikely to risk such a 
strategy without clawing 
some funds back through 
higher excise duties on petrol 
and cigarettes, extending the 
scope of the tax on insurance 
premiums, or by raising more I 
money from the corporate 
sector. 

Sterling foil by two and a : 
half pfennigs against the Ger- 
man mark following news of 
the first rise in the jobless 
total in two years and a de- 
cline in high street sales. 

City analysts said the Chan- 
cellor would be justified in 
boosting demand to prevent 
the economy from running 
into recession, hut they 
foared that big tax cuts might 
prevent a reduction in inter- 
est rates. 

Most Conservative back- 
benchers will now be hugely 
disappointed If Mr Clarke 
foils to deliver big cuts in in- 
come tax — either .one penny 
off the basic rate and above- 
inflation increases in allow- 
ances or a straight two pence 
reduction to 23 pence in the 
pound. 

In addition, there is in- 
creasing talk that the Chan- 
cellor may shave a few pence 
off toe top rate erf tax, which 
has remained at 40 per cent 
since Nigel Lawson’s 1998 
Budget This would be less 
costly than a cut In the basic 
rate, but would also open up a 
clear divide with Labour, 
which would be forced to say 
whether it would revers e the 
reductions for the better off. 

It Is also believed that the 
Chancellor hac came under 
enormous pressure from the 



Tory right to go some way to 
making good John Major’s 
Tory party conference 
pledges to abolish capital 
gains and inheritance taxes 
eventually. 

However, removing capital 
gains tax would" not only cost 
the Treasury- £900 million, it 
would also open up wide- 
spread tax avoidance because 
individuals would find ways 
of treating income as capital. 

At Westminster last night 
some leading Conservatives 
were playing down the possi- 
bility of large tax cuts. One 
rightwinger said: “After a kit 
of pressure it may now be 
more like £3.5 billion than £5 
billion. Td be very surprised 
if we get £5 billion.*' 

Yesterday the pound's 
value against a basket of 
world currencies dropped 0.7 
per cent points to 82£ per 
cent of its 1990 value — beat- 
ing its previous low in May 
this year. 

Despite growing alarm in 
the business community over 
the slowdown in the econo- 
my, it Is concerned that an 
over-generous package of tax 
cuts could be counter- 
productive. 

Richard Brown, deputy-di- 
rector off the British Chamber 
of Commerce, said: “Con- 
sumer confidence may be 
weak now, but would- plum- 
met if there was any threat of 
a rise in interest rates". 

Yesterday's economic data 
showed that spending in Brit- 
ain’s shops and stores was 0.3 
per cent lower in the three 
months to October than in toe 
previous three months. 
Annual sales growth is now at 
its weakest since the three 
months ending May 1992, at 
the way tan end of the 
recession. 

The rise of 200 In unemploy- 
ment last month — while in- 
significant ~ was seen as evi- 
dence that the improvement 
over toe past two and a half 
years may be ending. 

Nick Parsons, economist 
with Standard Chartered, 
said: “These are dreadfol fig- 
ures. The longer a base rate 
reduction is delayed the 
worse things • are- going to 
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He was left covered in or- 
ange paint and self-raising 
floor. The police were left 
with red feces. Brian Ma- 

wbinney,- Conservative 

Party chairman, was drip- 
ping with paint and Hour as 
he slipped out of the Com- 
mons for a BBC television 
interview. His wife, Betty, 


was also splattered. The 

three women who am- 
bushed the former North- 
ern Ireland minister were 
members of the shadowy 
Movement For Justice, , 
formed to protest against j 
the Ayslum and Tmmigra- | 
tion BilL Nick de Marco, , 
aged 28, a group spokes - 1 


man, said: “Nigerians sent 
back by Britain often pay 
with their lives, not by 
being spray-painted.'* 
Attempts by Dr Mawhin- 
ney’s parliamentary aide. 
Alan Duncan, to make citi- 
zen’s arrests on the women 
were embarrassing. Rather 
more mortified were the 


Metropolitan Police. It took 
officers almost half an hour 
to turn up. Three women, > 
aged 18 to 20. were ar- 
rested. Mr Duncan had tele- 
phoned persistently calling 

for toe police. . The force 
announced an Inquiry into 
toe delay. 

PHOTOGRAPH: GARRY WEASER 


‘Exciting 1 drug breakthrough could cut heart attacks and bypass the need for surgery 


John llbnan 
in San Francisco 

A CHOLESTEROL lowering 
#»drug which could end the 
need for bypass surgery and 
other heart operations has 
been found to reduce toe risk 
of fatal heart attacks by 
nearly a quarter and non-fatal 
ones by about a third. 

Professor James Shepherd, 
of toe Glasgow Royal Infir- 
mary. described the results 


from the treatment as “very 
exciting: some of the most 
striking I have ever seen in 
heart-attack and total-mortal- 
ity reduction.” 

The drug, pravastatin, has 
been toe subject of a five-year 
£20 million study among 6,595 
men In Glasgow, the world’s 
heart-attack capital One of a 
class of drugs known as sta- 
tins, pravastatinworks by in- 
hibiting an enzyme involved 
in the synthesis of cholesterol 
by every ceil cf the body. 


It reduces the level of cho- 
lesterol in toe Mood, helping 
to prevent the formation of 
dangerous fatty plaques on 
artery walls. It also stabilises 
i existing fatty plaques, pre- 
venting them fr om becoming 
j detached and blocking blood 
| vessels. 

Cost of treatment will be a 
great constraint a month’s 
supply of pravastatin costs 
between £16.18 and £31.09, 
making it “prohibitively ex- 
pensive'’, according to a car- 


diologist here. But Prof Shep- 
herd said that the drug could 
reduce toe overall cost of 
treating heart disease. He 
grid? 'Tor every thousand 
, men we treated we avoided 20 
heart attacks, seven coronary 
i heart disease deaths and the 
need * for 22 major 
operations." 

The study sets the stage for 
a multi-million-pound battle 
in the cholestorol-lowering 
drug market worth nearly 
£70 million, a year in Britain 


i alone. The market leader is 
fluvastatin, which was 
launched in March 1994 at 
nearly half toe price of its 
competitors. It has since been 
prescribed to more than 
500.000 patients, generating 
annual sales of mare than 
$100 million. 

The potential British mar- 
ket is huge. The cholesterol 
levels in Scotland are so high 
that more than a quarter of 
toe population would have 
been eligible to take part in 


the Glasgow study, which is 
the first to investigate 
whether treatment wife the 
drug can reduce toe risk of 
heart attack in men who have 
not yet suffered from one. 

Professor Shepherd said the 
criteria for treatment should 
be entirely based on the indi- 
vidual's risk of death. The 
consensus in Europe is that if 
a person has a 20 per cent risk 
within toe next 10 years of 
having a heart attack active 
intervention is merited. 
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Political mishaps 
mar Major’s big 
opening day 


Michael White 
Political Editor 

J OHN Major's drive to 
stem Labour's electoral 
tide in toe last full ses- 
sion of toe present parliament 
last night got off to a shaky 
start when a combative Tony 
Blair savaged his Queen’s 
Speech programme inside the 
Commons and political mis- 
hap outside marred his big 
day. 

As the Queen formally un- 
veiled the 16-bill package 
amid traditional pomp in toe 
House of Lords, the Labour 
leader, in his most assertive 
Dispatch Box performance 
yet attacked toe Government 
for a “bric-a-brac” legislative 
programme, devoid cf any 
greater ambition than to ap- 
pease its own rightwing and 
wrongfoot the Opposition. 

At the centre of Mr Major’s 
legislative trackage were bills 
aimed at tightening up on 
asylum seekers, reforming 
divorce laws, and introducing 
vouchers for nursery 
education. 

The programme — billed by 
the party chairman,; Brian 
Mawhinney, as a package 
which would expose New 
Labour rhetoric as hollow — 
contained nothing for the un- 
employed or the badly-edu- 
cated and was “utterly irrele- 
vant" to the British people, 
Mr Blair said. Mr Ashdown 
called the package “fog end 
measures of a fag end 
government”. 

Mr Major retaliated an- 
grily, repeatedly accusing Mr 
Blair of “cheap soundbites” 
and “silly name-calling” in- 
stead of a serious statement of 
polity. , 

For good mjeasure the mav- 


erick Tory backbencher. Sir 
Julian Critchley, chose yes- 
terday to write a newspaper 
article, lamenting the col- 
lapse of One Nation Toryism 
and saying he would not be 
voting for his local Tory MP 
in Ludlow, the “whipless" 
Euro-sceptical rebel, Chris 
Gill. 

Irate Tory , business manag- 
ers last night insisted that the 
ailing Sir Julian had often 
made the threat in print — 
and had not resigned the 
whip. ■ 

Mr Blair moved quickly to 
neutralise the prospect of the 
“race card'" being deployed, 
challenging toe Prime Minis- 
ter to prove his claim that toe 
new Asylum and Immigration 
BUI will not be used as an 
election ploy. The Labour 
leader demanded a special 
standing committee at West- 
minster to examine the bill 
and make it “a genuine con- 
sensual exercise”. 

But, Mr Major would only 
promise to consider toe idea. 
Although he made his own 
impassioned pledge not to ex- 
ploit face — and praised eth- 
nic minorities for providing 
“role models for all of us" — 
he told Mr Blain “I don’t Im- 
mediately find myself at- 
tracted by it" 

Ministers last night argued 
that deterring bogus asylum 
claims — running at 10 times 
the 1988 level — was heipfUl 
to good race relations. 

Mr Major called it “a com- 
mon sense Conservative pol- 
icy in toe interests of this 
country" and stressed moves 
Intended to reinforce Britain 

Turn to page 2, column 5 
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Funny hats, pity 
about the jokes 



Simon Hoggart 


T HE NEW Black Rod 
knocked four times on 
the door of the Commons 
and marched in. “New Black 
Rod. New Labour," said Den- 
nis Skinner, sarcastically. 

Nobody laughed at the hats, 
which were funnier. Dame Jill 
Knight was in brown, with a 
vast brown hat covered In 
dead things. She looked as if 
she was going to a costume 
party as a com post heap. 

Someone else was wearing 
an orange, yellow and red 
plaid suit topped off by a scar- 
let flying saucer with a navy 
crown. 

It was a downbeat occasion. 
In the Lords the Queen— at> 
companied by the artist for- 
merly known as Prince Philip 
— readout a speech which 
had been described in detail 
by Brian Mawhinney on Tues- 
day . Who cared about the 
Queen's Speech when we are 
all waiting for the Princess's 
Interview? And Diana won't 
spoil things by leaking It all 
beforehand. 

Back in the Commons Gyles 
Brandreth made a speech 
thanking the Queen for her 
remarks. These occasions are 
traditionally light-hearted, 
though my own heart grew 
heavier as Mr Brandreth 
ploughed through an after- 
dinner speech which might 
have been much funnier ac- 
companied by a treble Dram- 
buie and a saucer of Elizabeth 
Shaw crispy mints. 

But the audience loved it. 

Mr Brandreth is a master of 
fake self-deprecation. Indeed, 
false modesty is the only kind 
he knows. "My wife heard me 
described on the radio as an 
expert on the Marriage Act," 
he said to hoots of laughter. 
“She nearly fell off her ..." 
Her what? Chair? Bed? Her 
Anne Summers's marital aid? 
Howls of happy glee drowned 
Mr Brandreth out. 

Even his best gags tend to be 
creepy. “We are tough on 
crime, and tough on the perpe- 
trators of crime," he said, a 


First night 


sycophantic little wiggle 
towards Michael Howard, pos- 
tages tough plain speaking. 

Tony Blair was pleasingly 
rude about him. Whereas , he 
said. Douglas Hurd had been 
described, as “too clever for 
the Tory Party," that was not 
a charge which could be made 
against Mr Brandreth. “He is 
a winner of the World Monop- 
oly championships, so then is 
aseat on a privatised utility 
waiting for him. 

“He is the author of a book 
called Great Sexual Disasters 
— it is remarkable that he 
wrote tt before he came to this 
House." Mr Brandreth 
squirmed with pleasure at all 
this attention. 

Mr Blair's own speech 

wasn't bad, but he should drop 
most of the Jokes, unless be 
can find a better gag writer. 
Often the pause for laughter 
was filled by silence, inter- 
rupted only by some Labour 

gn^anor flm if ttn g a ctr-nn glpH 

bark. (Awful for the real 
brown-nosers; sitting behind 
their leader, how can they 
know he knows It was them? 
“Ifl may intervene. Madam 
Speaker, that was an awfliBy 
amusing drollery by my Rt 
Hon. Friend. 

Mr Blair should drop the 
football jokes and concentrate 
on the moral outrage, which 
he does welL Yesterday he 
kept spluttering that the 
Tories were “pathetic ... a 
tawdry low-life excuse for 
politics." He dripped with ooz- 
ing contempt much as Mr Ma- 
whinney's Jacket dripped with 
paint. 

He quickly saw off an inter- 
vention by John Redwood, giv- 
ing pause for thought to 
Tories who assume Redwood 
will be their next leader. 

By contrast, Mr Major 
seemed ill at ease. You know 
he's not on form when he uses 
English as a second language. 
“This week’s approved sound- 
bite by the thought mer- 
chants," he burbled. “That is 
total baloney, and he knows it 
Is total baloney" 

But a bad day all roundfor 
him. Unemployment up, the 
pound down, the monarchy 
tinder threat, and to top it all, 
Michael Heseltine safely 
recovered and out afhospltaL 

He had been suffering from 
a kidney stone, caused by ex- 
cess build-up of urine. No 
doubt Mr MaJdPagrees that 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
needs the piss taking out of 
him more often. 



j Christopher Pile arrives at Exeter crown, court yesterday, where he was given an IB month sentegyge 
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Black Baron 


[A recluse who cost companies 
dearly by misusing systems 
opened a Pandora’s Box, 
says a judge sentencing him 
I to 1 8 months’ imprisonment 



Geoffrey Gibbs 




Kitsch ’n synch 
adds up to art 


Caroline Sullivan 


David Bowie 

Wembley Arena 

B OWIE'S latest album. 
Outside, is based on a 
self-penned short story 
about a detective investigat- 
ing a series of "art murders". 
Called to the messy slaying of 
a young girl, he wisecracks: 

“It was definitely murder— 
but was it art?" 

I half-expected that line to 
be applicable to his new tour, 
now on its British leg. Judg- 
ing by the LP, subtitled A Non- 
Linear Gothic Drama Cycle, 
Bowie has entered a grand era 
of pretentiousness that could 
have backfired sensationally 
onstage. The music has been 
accurately compared to his 
celebrated 1970s Berlin tril- 
ogy. but would he foul it up by 
acting like a twit? After all. 
with Bowie, it ain't what he 
does, it's the way he does tt 
First, though, came the sup- 
port act Morrissey. The Man- 
chester angst -monger agreed 
to tins out of regard for Bowie, 
his hero since the latter in- 
vented gender- bending glam 
rock circa 1972. 

He was in lugubrious voice 
during a set that Ear outstayed 
its welcome. Uncharacteristi- 
cally dignified in a suit he 
prom Ised; “We’re not staying 
long”, then played what 
seemed like his entire back 
catalogue. His band kicked up 
an echoing din as the singer 
strolled through numbers tike 

Dagenham Dave. 

You scented art as Bowie 
and crew took their places 
amid a kitchen table, chairs 
and shrouded dummies sus- 
pended from the ceiling. So 
yes, itkosart.but it soon tran- 


spired, it wasn’t murder. In 
fact it was pretty groovy. 

As he triumphantly raised 
his arms at the end of the 
downbeat first number. 

Motel, tt was plain he had 
recovered his relish for per- 
formance. It bad been absent 
when I last saw him, with his 
misbegotten heavy rock band 
Tin Machine, but here, twitch- 
ing and camping, was aman 
who loved his job again. 

His voice was lower than 
before, almost operattcalty so 
— a possible consequence of 
being 48- 

He achieved a dark brown 
croon on Andy Warhol — 
which coincidentally he sang 
in the glare of a sunbed hover- 
ing above his head. Un- 
daunted by this, the band 
played on, dominated by the 
jazzy piano fills of Mike Gar- 
son and by bassist Gail-Ann 
Dorsey’s warm notes. 

There was all the absurdity 
one could have desired when a 
cinema marquee bearing the 
command ouvroz le chien 
dropped from the rafters dur- 
ing the ominously rumbling 
Oxford Town, and when some 
window blinds appeared over 
the drummer during The Man 
Who Sold the World. 

But for each trough, there 
was an impressive peak. His 
acoustic reading of My Death 
was as racked as composer 
Jacques Brel had intended, 
while DJ was electric. literally 
and otherwise. 

“Oh dear me,” he cackled at 
one point, overcome by the 
foolishness ofitalL Age. then, 
has conferred some perspec- 
tive —Bowie is back, in theat- 
rical form, but he's too smart 
to believe his own myth. 


SAD and reclusive" 
computer program- 
mer, who dubbed 
tmself the Black 
Baron and drew on words and 
phrases from the cult televi- 
sion series Red Dwarf in his 
operations, was jailed yester- 
day for a total of 18 months 
after pleading guilty to writ- 
ing computer viruses that 
have caused hundreds of 
thousands of pounds worth of 
damage. 

In the first case of its type 
to come before the courts. 
Christopher Pile, an unem- 
ployed 26-year-old from Plym- 
outh, was appearing for sen- 
tence at Exeter crown court 
after pleading guilty earlier 
this year to 11 charges under 
the 1990 Computer Misuse 
Act. 

Pile, who had only held 
three short-term jobs since 
leaving school, was arrested 
in July last year following a 
long police Inquiry after com- 


puters became infected by 
two destructive viruses called 
Pathogen and Queeg. 

The worst hit was the inter- 
national software publishing 
company Microprose, which 
was forced to close down its 
international communica- 
tions- network' to prevent the 
virus spreading. ; • 

The court heard that four 
members of the staff spent 
three weeks examining more 
than one million programs in 
their search for the virus. The 
infection, subsequently iden- 
tified as the Pathogen virus, 
is said to have cost the com- 
pany between £250,000 and 
£500,000. 

Apricot Computers was 
said to have incurred a loss of 
around £1.000 after a file 
downloaded from a bulletin 
board in February last year 
infected their system with 
Pathogen, while the task of 
wiping the Queeg virus from 
its system cost Map Line En- 
gineering a similar amount 
the following month. 

The court was told that Pile 


Israelis hold 
‘key plotter 1 


Derek Brown fai Jerusalem 
and agencies 
bi Petah Tikvah 




This review appeared in tester 
editions yesterday. 


Find in Chinese cave throws 
light on mankind’s ancestor 


Thn R a d fo r d 
Science Editor 


S cientists today claim 
they have found evidence 
of a human ancestor laid 
down In a cave in Sichuan, 
China. 2 million years ago. 

This Is certain to upset 
other anthropologists, since 
Homo erectus, forerunner of 
Homo sapiens, is thought to 


have evolved in Africa, based 
on discoveries in the Rift Val- 
ley dating back 1.8 million 
years. But evidence for Homo 
erectus in Africa is even later 
at 1.1 million years. 

Two years ago, scholars 
took a new look at discoveries 
known as “Java man" and de- 
cided that they were 1.8 mil- 
lion-year-old specimens of 
Homo erectus. And then came 
the discovery in China. 


20-YEAR-OLD female 
Israeli student, de- 
scribed by police as a 
t“key figure" in a 
group which plotted the mur- 
der of Yitzhak Rabin on No- 
vember 4, appeared in court 
yesterday, charged with con- 
spiracy and membership of 
an ille ga l organisation. 

“She is one of the dominant 
members of an organisation 
that wanted to kill Rabin. She 
was deeply connected to the 
murder of Rabin and to plan- 
ning attacks against Arabs." 
police investigator Zion Sas- 
son testified during the ar- 
raignment of Margalit Har- 
shefi, a law student at the 
religious Tel Aviv university 
Bar Han which was also 
attended by Yigal Amir, Ra- 
bin's self-confessed killer. 

When Judge Eliezer Cohen 
read the charges — conspir- 
acy to commit a crime, failure 
to prevent a felony, and in- 
volvement in an unnamed Il- 
legal organisation — Ms Har- 
shefi laughed and said: “I 
request a meeting with my 
lawyer. I am not guilty." 

Outside the court in Petah 
Tikvah, Ms Harsh efl’s law- 
yer, Denei Peli. said his client 
had a close relationship with 
her feDow law student Amir, 
aged 25. but had no criminal 
connection with him. 

Remanding Ms Harshefl in 
custody for 12 days. Judge Co- 
hen ordered that she not be 
allowed to see her lawyer 
until Sunday. Police evidence 
suggested that "the killer 
didn't act alone and that 
others organised with him 
the judge told the court 

Amir, a religious Jew, shot 
Rabin as he left a Tel Aviv 
pence rally. He said he killed 



Margalit Harsbefi ... 'deeply 
connected to Rabin murder’ 

Mr Rabin to prevent the 
handing over of land, mostly 
in the West Bank, to 
Palestinians. 

The latest arrest brings to 
eight the number of alleged 
conspirators identified by the 
police. AQ are in their twen- 
ties. and have been linked by 
police to file shadowy reli- 
gious, far-right Eyal group. 

In another development 
yesterday, the alleged leader 
of Eyal, Avishai Raviv, was 
released on bail, but ordered 
to remain in his parents' 
home under house arrest 

in Jerusalem, two yeshlva 
[religious college] students 
were remanded In custody on 
charges of desecrating Ra- 
bin's grave in the Mount 
Herzl national cemetery. Both 
were said to have spat on the 
grave, and one was accused of 
attempting to urinate on It 
Both expressed remorse. 

Shimon Peres, the acting 
prime minister, was con- 
firmed as head of Israel's gov- 
ernment last night when 
President Ezer Welzman for- 
mally Invited him to form a 
new administration. Mr Peres 
has 21 days to present his new 
team to the Knesset, but is ex- 
pected to do so within a week. 


hid the Pathogen and Queeg 
viruses Inside files that he 
transferred on to computer 
bulletin boards using a false 
name he had found in a Clas- 
sic Car magazine. 

He had also developed an 
encryption engine or cloaking 
device within the viruses, 
which enabled them to hide' 
in different forms as they 
moved from computer to com- 
puter. The engine, named 
Smeg — a word lifted from 
Red Dwarf and standing for 
Simulated Metamporphic En- 
cryption Generator — was, 
said the prosecution, de- 
signed to defeat sophisticated? 
■nil- virus programs. J 

The -prosecution- said' fhgt 
Pile had transferred a file 
containing plans for Smeg on 
to a bulletin board 1 in June of 
last year. The program con- 
tained a “training manual 
instructing inexperienced vi- 
rus writers to create the en- 
cryption engine and attach it 
to other viruses. 

The court heard, that the 
manna! was-now availably on' 
at least two sites on 'the 
Internet 

Brian Lett, for the prosecu- 
tion. said that the guide asked 
users to credit the Bl$ck 
Baron in their own viruses. 

Speaking in mitigation, 
Pile’s counsel, Ali Rafatt told 
the court that his client — "‘a 
sad recluse" — had made no 
financial gain and was full of 


Mishaps mar 
Major’s big 
Parliamentary 
opening day 


contained from page 1 
as the "enterprise centre of 
Europe". 

He insisted there will be no 
use erf inflammatory racial 
issues in the election cam- 
paign, despite his press advi- 
ser’s report that immigration 
had “played particularly well 
in the tabloids" in 1992. 

Ministers were last night 
engaged in heavy selling of 
their programme in radio and 
TV Interviews — even though 
yesterday's heavily-trailed 
package is far less important 
to their survival chances than 
Kenneth Clarke’s budget on 
November 28. 

They argued that a host of 
measures offer voters direct 
practical help, including 
moves to strengthen the 
crackdown on drug dealers 
and increased borrowing 
powers for grant-maintained 
schools. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Ma okay's revised Divorce and 

Family Homes Bill will proba- 
bly be the first to get second 
reading in the Commons, de- 
spite the row it prompted 
among rightwing pro-family 
MPs In recent weeks. Mr 
Major confirmed that MPs 
will be given a a free vote. 

But his most intense appeal 
yesterday was directed at 
Sinn Fein, which be accused 
of precipitating a crisis in toe 
peace talks and of threatening 
a return to ■ violence while 
saying it was wit, 

"Violence does not return 
like daffodils in tbe spring,' 
said Mr Major, who urged toe 
para-militaries to desist from 
nearly 280 acta of “real 
threats and thuggery" since 
the 1994 ceasefire. 

“It may hot be murder, but' 
it is not peace and it is not a 
way of behaviour that merits 
Sinn- Fein's -entry into the 
talks until they have changed 
their ways," he said. 


remorse for his actions.- But 
Judge Jeremy Griggs said the 
viruses were continuing to 
cause significant economic 
damag e and Pile had opened 
a Pandora's Box. ■ 
The judge said he could not 
accept ' that' .Pile, had been 
naive. “I am satisfied you 
must have known what you 
were doing when you de- 
signed the viruses,, and 
released them. I dare say you 
were looking forward to read- 
ing in foe computer press 
about the exploits of ‘the. 
Black BaipuT 
Accbrdmg'.. to'; 


bfe ; - M dangelx>TJs *«id 
.viruses” in October lj)98. 
Starting . with E^fooga^jad 
later modifying itas 
; The court jbeard'tbat every 
time a program contjning 
Pathogen was put to a 'com-, 
pater's memory, it became, 
live and was able to move and 
infect other 
designed, in 
once it had become live and 
infected 32 times -tt' would & 
K cause diinrpmm'gnd 
if activated sR. a - P* 
time on a Monday evening. • 

‘ In. addition -to . 1 the damage 

sage ‘on the computer 

screen. The message would 
read;. “Smoke me a kipper. I'D 


be -back for breakfast ■Unfor- 
tunately some -of.ypuivdata 
won’t" — : 


How Smeg, ’ 
Worm and 
other nasties 
can gate-crash 
your PC 


! -with r Sitteg r looks dif- 
Jterentrj making tt harder -tb 
^det^ct Other parte o£±he 
, sinister apparatus of tbe yi 
rus terrorist include, cloak- 
ing devices, which take 
thejr name from an inven- 
tion in Star trek which en- 
ables an alien to move 
It wa^- about without trace, 
a way r that3 

□ WORM 1 A student at Cor- 
ti verity in N 


displeasure: his- father was 
head of a US national secu- 
rity agency.' • -w ■ 

□ CRUNCHER encodes tbe 
files on ...a bard drive to 
.make them! smaller. It re- 
expands the files when 
needed. Bat tt Wan unin- 
vited guest aU tbe same: 


□ SMEG- stands . for. simu- 
lated metamorphic encryp- 
tion engine. It can form the 
heart of any number of vi- 
ruses* .and Christopher Pyle 
used.it to create the Patho- 
gen /dhdv<£ueeg viruses. 

of ..-a vbmsXaPINGPONfij also.known 


□ FRIDAY THE 13th lies 
low until the calendar 
throws up the total date. On 
days other than Friday the 
13th it infects files. On the 
day itself, it deletes them. 


released a worn program 
in i989[.wbicb travels from 
comprto*vto. computer, dud 1 
reprodSriSt' 

Internet, It immobilised 
6,000 computers and 
brought Nasa. and the, US 
defence system near to 
shutdown. Morris earned 
'both, official and parental 


as Jtiie Italian virus, 
liouhces a’* ball over the 
-screen. Stoned displays tbe 
message: "Your PC is now 
stoned." 

-□ CASCADE arranges for 
.all the letters on a screen to 
collapse in a heap. 

□-A computer virus will 
eventual^-k^l', spjqeone, 
•accondintcto, Jim. Sates, the 
^expeatwh^elpcd iiortrack 
down Christopher Pile. 
They hatfc already -caused 
tife-threat$n tog situations. 
;H*ucited <h&-*ase of.a pa- 
tient who suffered a fright- 
ening reaction to penicillin 
prescribed- by -a locum — 
after a virus wiped the' fact 
-of his allergy terit ’from his 
CP’s records; - • • 
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_ __ ■ The Cotswold village of Salperton, above, its church, top left, and the 18th century Salperton Park House, below, now owned by Barry Houghton, left photographs, cwistopher jones 

IS plague Entrepreneur buys entire Cotswold village for £1 Om 


. . .and the 
villagers are 
relieved that it’s a 
mobile phone 
tycoon and not 
Linda McCartney 

Owan Bowcott 


T HE Cotswold village of j 
Salperton, registered in 
the Domesday Book and. 
preserved down the centuries 
as a single estate, has been 
purchased in its entirety by a 
Merseyside entrepreneur tor 
£10 million, it was disclosed 
yesterday. 

Pheasants and partridges 
throng the wooded lanes and' 
squat undisturbed on roof- 



tops. There is no pub. no shop 
and barely any traffic. The 
village is an idyll of honey- 
coloured cottages and moss- 
encrusted, dry-stone walls. 

The arrival of Barry 
Houghton, aged 47, who made 


his fortune out of mobile 
phones, has, however, sent 
waves of gossip across the 
Gloucestershire backwater. 
Pot more than a year specula- 
tion about who would, became 
tbe next -squire of Salperton 


Park House, a splendid 18th 
century mansion, and its 
1,750-acre estate has been rift. 

The Sultan of Brunei was 
mentioned. Others said it 
would be Paul McCartney, or 
a pension ftmd, who would 
buy it from the former land- 
lord and one-time property 
developer, Victor Watkins. 

Villagers were mainly con- 
cerned that Salperton might 
be broken up and spoilt by de- 
velopment Those fears have 
not been completely dispelled. 

At the estate office yester- 
day, a young man who would 
only identify himself as “one 
of the family", was busying 
himself with his new term. 
Sporting a day's growth of 
stubble, a smart suede waist- 
coat and patterned tie, he 
would only say; *Tm not an- 
swering any questions'’ be- 
fore disappearing down a 
pathway back to the mansion. 

The new owner cf the estate 


established the Rainford 
group of companies with an 
initial Investment of £1,500 in 
1971. When he floated the firm, 
which manufactures cable 
equipment and electronic base 
Stetion8 for iwnnlur phntnna, 
on the stock exchange earlier 
this year, its annual turnover 
was £64 million. 

hi the village, the tenant s of 
its 33 stone houses have still 
not got to know their new 
landlord. ‘They are being ex- 
traordinarily discreet. If not 
paranoid." one local com- 
mented. "So far they have 
said it will stay unchanged. 
It's early days. He's only been 
here for two months. 

“I hope Salperton remains 
unspoilt Hardly any cf the 
houses are privately owned, 
most of the families have been 
tenants for generations.” 

Past squires have earned an 
affectionate place in the vil- 
lage's life. Sir Edward Hulton, 


owner of Picture Post held 
the estate from the 1950s until 
he sold il intact to Mr Wat- 
kins in 1981. 

“Mr Watkins was a mar- 
vellous landlord,” recalled 
one cf the village’s oldest resi- 
dents. “He held parties and 
really liked his shooting.” 

Another long-term tenant 

said that the main 
in the village was avoiding 
the large number of game 
birds put down for shooting 
parties. “I’ve cracked my 
number plates a number of | 
times chi those birds,” he said. 
‘They seem quite suicidal." 

At the 14th century Cots- 
wold Explorer Inn several 
miles away, a regular who 
works as a beater on the es- 
tate expressed himself con- 
tent with the new proprietor. 
“We didn't want Linda 
McCartney here," be said. 
“She’s a vegetarian and 
would stop the shooting." 


ELATIONS between 
I Buckingham Palace 
and foe BBC were 
hinder severe strain 
last night over the Panorama 
interview given by foe Prin- 
cess of Wales. 

Palace officials expressed 
scepticism about the BBC’s 
explanation of how it secured 
the hour-long interview and 
issued an apparent veiled 
threat about future co-opera- 
tion with foe corporation. 

But the BBC denied it had 
put up a smokescreen over 
the circumstances surround- 
ing its extraordinary Journal 
istic coup. Insisting it bad 
emerged from a wider investi- 
gation into foe monarchy. 

The interview, to be 
screened at 9.40pm cat BBCi 
on Monday, was recorded 
under conditions of extreme 
secrecy at Kensington Palace 
on Guy Fawkes’ Day. 

The princess, who dis- 
cusses her bitter marital rift 
and fixture role, effectively lit 
the blue touch paper under 
the monarchy — and 
retreated to wait for next 
week’s fireworks. 

The BBC said only eight of 
its staff had seen the inter- 
view and everyone else, in- 
cluding the Queen, would 
have to wait until 
transmission. 

Tony Hall, managing direc- 
tor of BBC News and Current 
Affairs, said: “The interview 
covers a wide range of issues, 
including the role of the prin- 
cess and tiie media.” 

Last night the Palace, badly 
wrong-footed on Tuesday by 
news of the interview, made 
clear its displeasure with the 
BBC. A spokesman said; “No 
institution can take for 
(panted its relationship with 
the media. Just as the media 
and in this case the BBC — 
cannot take its relationship 
for granted with us." He 
added: “We are not rushing 
into decisions." 

The spokesman continued: 
“The BBC said this grew out 
of a broader inquiry into the 
constitutional position of the 
monarchy. We knew nothing 
at all of such an inquiry being 
made by Panorama. In fact 
Panorama did an extensive 
programme on the monarchy 
last December. We have not 
heard anything from Pan- 
orama since. "We are simply 
sceptical that there was a 
broader inquiry of this kind. 
It looks rather like a 
smokescreen.” 


But Mr Hall said: “Reporter 
Martin Bashir was working 
on a wide-ranging look at the 
monarchy. He saw a number 
of people on all sides and it 
led through these contacts to 
the Princess of Wales. They 
met on a number of occasions 
before the interview was 
done. Martin just got a fantas- 
tic scoop." He was unable to 
say who acted as the initial 
go-between. 

Mr Bashir, three film crew 
members, and the Princess 
were the only people present 
during the interview. Her 
closest aides, private secre- 
tary Patrick Jephson and 
press secretary Geoff Craw- 
ford, were unaware that It 
was taking place. 

The rough-cut of the inter- 
view, which is being edited at 
a secret location away from 
Panorama’s offices in White 
City, west London, was 
viewed by John Birt. the 
BBC's director general, on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The seven other BBC staff 
who have seen the interview 
include Mr Han, Will Wyatt, 
managing director of network 
television, and Steve Hewlett, 
editor of Panorama. 

Marmaduke Hussey, the 
BBC's chairman, said the gov- 
ernors would not view the 
programme in advance. Colin 
Browne, BBC director of cor- 
porate affairs, said: “His posi- 
tion is that the governors do 
not preview programmes and 
it is a matter for the 
management” 

There will be no previews. 
Mr Browne said. “Our main 
concern has been to make 
sure we do not give in any 
sense a misleading or hyped- 
up version by releasing bits 
in advance. It is Important to 
see the whole programme, 
which will meet the high jour- 
nalistic standards of the BBC 
and Panorama." 

The BBC denied that the 
Sun. which reported that the 
princess had said she was 
willing to take her husband 
back and that the prince and 
Camilla Parker Bowles de- 


served each other, had ob- 
tained extracts from the Inter- 
view. “There is no truth in it 
whatsoever. It is pure 
speculation.” 

The three main American 
networks were said to be in a 
bidding war to screen the 
interview. 

While Prince Charles con- 
tinued his German tour yes- 
terday the princess paid her 
regular morning visit to a 
London health club. 


Leader comment, pap* lO 



Stephan Bates 
in Strasbourg 
and John Sittings 


P RESSURE for an inter- 
national consumer boy- 
cott of Shell mounted 
from European politicians 
last night, as senior company 

nffl trials in London claimed to 
carry little weight with foe 
Nigerian military regime. 

fix Lagos, Shah and Jts part- 
ners decided to sign the con- 
struction contract for a con- 
troversial liquefied natural 
. gas project which Is now on 
course to go ahead. 

Ken Wiwa, son of KenSaro- 
Wlwa, the Nigerian civil 
rights activist and writer 
hanged last week, said in 
Strasbourg that he was “flab- 
bergasted . that Shell could 
go ahead with their invest- 
ment at this time. They are a 
wirnnwrclal company Which 
does not care about people, 
but their business does not 
act in a vacuum". 

Labour MEPs and scans 
Tories have called for a boy- 
cott of the company, hoping to 
secure a dimbdown similar 
to Shell's retreat from plans 
to sink the- Brent Spar oil rig. 
A one-day boycott is proposed 
for this Saturday. 

Senior She H ~ nffiriate . ar- 
gued yesterday in London 
that "Nigeria is different 
from Europe” mid that critics 
failed to realise how difficult 
it was to influence the regime. 
Its leadere had fought a civil 
war and were deeply hostile 
to claims for autonomy by mi- 
nority ethnic groups. 

Shell would to ■ spend 
more on- the environment in 
the Niger delta, according to 
its regional co-ordinator for 
Africa. Dick van dsn Broek. 
But the Shall Petroleum De- 
velopment Company of Nige- 


ria (SFDQ was a “80 per cent 
[Nigerian] state-owned com- 
pany'’ and the military rofecs 
would oppose any redaction 
in their ofl revenues. 

Bme ka A chebe. a director 
of the SPDC. said Shell was 
unable to reach foe standards 
it wanted to achieve. But not 
all pollution was caused by oil 
exploration: the local people, 
for example, defecated into 
their own rivers, he said. 

Mr van dm Broek denied 
that h«g much dost in 
Lagos and was lucky if its 
managing director saw Sani 


Abacha, the country's mili- 
tary leader, once a year. _ 
Calling fax Strasbourg fan- 
stronger measures, Glenys 
Kfamndc, foe Labour MEP. 


said: “There should be an oil 
embargo. 

"The European Union has 
enough InSuence that if it 
Speaks with one voice it will 
be followed by others, includ- 
ing the US/' . 

The Tory .MEP Edward 
Macmillan -Scott added: 
"What minist ers are discuss- 
ing tells well short cf what 
Europe and the international 
public expect" 

About 49 organisations 
which campaigned against 
foe execution of - Mr Saro- 
Wlwa and eight other activ- 
ists win meet tomorrow in 
London to plan an interna- 
tional protest They are sup- 
prated by the Body Shop 
retail group. 

Tbday, the European Par- 
liament will vote to urge the 
EU council of ministers to 
consider an oil embargo, 
freezing Nigerian ministers* 
bank accounts and a sports 
boycott. 

More limited measures will 
be discussed by . 'finance min* 
isters to. Brussels... 


comment, page 70. 


Lloyd’s reels as 



PpuBna I p Hnga U, hn King 
and Tony May 


OSS-STRICKEN Lloyd’s 
of London was th r own 
to fresh crisis last 
night with the sudden resig- 
nation cf its chief executive, 
Peter. Middleton, the 
widely credited with master- 
minding the 300-year-old in- 
surance market's struggle for 
survival His 'departure im 
mediately raised fresh fears 
for the fixture of Lloyd's. 

■ Lloyd’s insiders said that 

the bizarre ttmfng of the an- 
nouncement suggested there 
had been a confro n t a tion be- 
tween Mr Middleton and the 
chairman,T>avid Rowland. A 
spokesman for Lloyd's denied 
there had Been a behind-the- 
scenes dispute. 

It is understood, however, 
that fixe resignation may also 
have involved the Lloyd’s 
councsti, which has shown dis- 
quiet over Mr Middleton's al- 
leged leaking of foe troubles 
of foe London insurance mar- 
ket to the media. 

Mr Maldleton is quitting 
Lloyd’s to join the US invest- 
ment house Salomon 
Brothers, as head of Euro- 
pean operations. He will be 
paid around £740,000 a year, 
double his Lloyd's salary. 

Tomorrow win be Mr Mid- 
dleton's last day at Lloyd’s, al- 
though he does not take up 
foe new post until January. 
The spokesman said Mr Mid- 
dleton revealed his decision 
last Friday. He will receive no 
payoff. 

There was no official trib- 
ute: hi a statement, Mr Row- 
land rnnftrwt his comments 
to welcoming Ron Sandler as 
new chief executive. 

The. - timing of Mr Middle- 
ton's departure was greeted 
with disbelief last night by 


the Lloyd’s community and 
Names action group leaders. 

Lloyd's is still teetering on 
the brink of collapse and its 
reconstruction plan is at a 
crucial stage. Its proposed 
£2.8 billion compensation 
package for Names is under 
Ore and its pi**** for dealing 
with huge asbestos and pollu- 
tion claims are heavily de- 
layed. 

Mr Middleton had been 
hailed by many Names as the 
saviour of Lloyd’s. 

Mr Sandler joined Lloyd’s 
in March from the City 
moneybrokers Exco. He ac- 
knowledged that Mr Middle- 
ton’s departure was sudden 
“It is sad for all of us, but 

ihfagg ’hnp pp-n ” 

Mr Sandler pledged that -the 
reconstruction plan would 
not be derailed as a result “I 
have been in large measure 
responsible for day to day 
running of the plan and it 
remains the principle prior- 
ity." He hoped that Ik was 
enough of an outsider to sat- 
isfy Names. 

Alan Porter, chairman of 
two Names' action groups, 
said: “This is very grim news. 
It bodes ill for the rest of the 
settlement process. If Mr Mid- 
dleton is going, thing s must 
be really bad.” 

He added: "I think he was 
the Names' only friend among 
the top echekm at Lloyd’s." 

Lloyd’s lost nearly £9 
billion in the five years 198S- 
1992, and many Names were 
brought near to ruin as a 
result cf their losses- 

Some 17,000 are suing 
Lloyd's for compensation in 
court cases which are set to 
continue into the next cen- 
tury and could force the be- 
leaguered market into 
insolvency. 


Notebook, page 12 



This is wfiat Nick Leeson prays for at night. Richard Nixon 
could only dream of IL Jimmy Boyle, Marion Barry and 
John McVIcar have newer even got close. For Michael 
Milken— the one-time Junk bond king and all round 1980s 
Master of the Universe ■ acroekmaking a comeback. 


G2 cover story 


f. 



I 






■=** 


4 THE QUEEN’S SPEECH 


Cruel timing of 
Tory rebel’s 
parting shot 


Michael White on a patrician Tory unable 
to get on with the modem Conservative Party 


( ( I T) have made Critch- 
I ley wait until after the 
I next general election 


_ next general election 
before giving frtm his knight- 
hood, but John Major’s a 
nicer man than me,” a de- 
spairing government whip 
murmured last night after the 
irrepressible Conservative 
MP for Aldershot announced 
he would not be voting Tory 
next time. 

Critchtey's feud with Chris- 
topher Gill. MP for Ludlow 
where he lives, largely absent 
from Westminster with 
severe back trouble, is well 
known amon g MPs. They are 
passionately divided over 
Europe. “They hate each 
other,” says a colleague. 

But wait for a knighthood? 
Sir Julian only received it 
last summer, nearly 40 years 
after he first entered the Com- 
mons as an idealistic. One 


Nation Tory MP for Roches- 
ter and Chatham. 

Hie bright young man who 
went to Shrewsbury School 
and Pembroke College, Oxford 
with Michael Heseltine never 
won office. After losing his 
marginal seat he struggled to 
find another, eventually fetch- 
ing up in the “Home of the 
British Army where he has 
always been happier among 
Hampshire's colonels, briga- 
diers and retired permanent 
secretaries, than with the local 
Rotary Club. 

For better and for worse, 
the world and the Tory party 
hnQ changed a great deal 
since his salad days, while he 
has chosen not to. His succes- 
sor, when he stands down 
next time, will the Tbatcher- 
ite Gerald Howarth and, as 
Critchley wrote yesterday, 
everything which went wrong 
with his beloved party “is all 



At odds . . - Sir Julian Critchley, left, who says he will not vote for Us local MP in Ludlow, Christopher Gill 


Margaret’s fault” He once 
called the then prime minis- 
ter the “Great She-Elephant”. 

The middle class son of a dis- 
tinguished doctor Critchley en- 
joyed the good life and patri- 
cian outlook he rapidly 
acquired and found the means 
to finance it through journal- 
ism and broadcasting. He used 


his talents bravely and reck- 
lessly to mods the failures and 
pretensions of his own party. 
The "arrivistes and gara- 
gistes" was how he described 
the new wave of Tory MPs in 
(me book. His promise not to 
vote for Christopher Gill has 
been written before, but yester- 
day’s article was cruelly timed. 


Twice-married, Sir Julian, 
who now lives happily with 
the great unfulfilled love of 
his youth (a plot he predicted 
in one of his political novels) 
enjoys the dispensation of the 
whips to attend fhw Commons 
only for very important votes. 

He once admitted: “My ad- 
vice is, for Christ’s sake, don’t 


rnfrg up the two — politics and 
journalism — because they 
should be, in fact, against each 
other. And you cannot straddle 
♦ham. Not without acute dis- 
comfort which is what I did. 
That was my mistake.” 


Wtiyt won’t vote Tory i 
pagoll 
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T ony Biair, 

Labour leader. - 
into the legislative 
programme set out m 
the Queen's Speech yester- 
day. claiming it was utterly 
Irrelevant to Uienatloias 
problems and showed a party 

which had run out of steam. 

Mr Blair told the Commons 
that the speech was "about the 
interested the Tory par^cob- 
bling together any old bnc-a- 
brac of legislation that could 
keep it In (me piece. 

The Prime Minister de- 
fended the programme as 
“commonsense Conservative 
policies in the interests of 
Sis country’’. He rejected 
position cfei™ that it showed 
a lurch to the right 
Mr Blair had earlier drawn 
huge cheers when he said 
that Brian Mawhinney. the 
Conservative Party chair- 
man, had given the game 
away when he claimed that 
the purpose of the speech was 
to smoke out Labour. 

"Not to provide new energy 
or ideas or vitality for Brit- 
ain.” Mr Blair said, “but to 
smoke out the Opposition. 
Not to help the people of Brit- 
ain but to play a game in the 
run-up to the election.” 

Mr Blair accused the Gov- 
ernment of playing party poli- 
tics with the Queen’s Speech 
and suggested that “the reac- 
tion of most people would be, 
Tathisit?”'. 

Mr Major attacked Mr 
Blair's “remarkable cbame- 
leon-Uke ability to change po- 
litical colour, depending on 
the audience’’. He said: 'T 
have rarely heard such cop- 
per-plated nonsense as you 
fed to the House this after- 
noon. It was frankly humbug 
at its very worst It was Juve- 
nile in its style of criticism. 
‘It was what we have come 


to expect from you - cheap 
soundbites and no indication 
of your real policy substance, 
if you have any at all.” • 

Mr Blair conceded that 
some of the programme 
would be uncontent ious. 
Labour accepted the princi- 
ples set out in the hroadcast- 
mg white paper Bid woWa- 
amine the bill carefully. But 
on the issue of nursery vouch- 
ers. he warned that when 
nursery places were not avail- 
able there would be no choice. 

He attracted Tory howls c f 
hypocrite" over his de cision 
to send his son Etna to a 

grant-maintained school as he 
told the House: “Resources 
T pggm choices; assisted places 
for the few, or smaller class 

sizes for the many. And I know 

the choice this party ma k es - It 
is the choice the British people 
make." 

Paddy Ashdown, the Lib- 
eral Democrat leader, said the 
Queen's Speech amounted to 
“a programme of fag-end mea- 
sures from a fag-end govern- 
ment ... a cut and run pro- 
gramme designed to be 
ditched at any time Iter an 
early election”. 

TO Mr Ashdown's requests 
for an assurance, that the 
lories would not play the 
race card at the next election, 
Mr Major said: “I believe as 
passionately in the eqnal 
rights of anyone in this 
country, whether they be 
black, brown, yellow or 
white.” 

John Redwood, the defeated 
leadership contender, wel- 
comed the speech, but said 
the Government had yet to 
get the balance right on law 
and order. 

He demanded that £5 
billion must come off taxes” 
in the Budget The debate on 
the legislative programme is 
expected to continue until 
Wednesday. 
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test of rhetoric 
on bills, writes 
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T HE open Conservative 
attempt to “smoke out" 
Labour with a carefully- 
framed Queen’s Speech 
seemed stymied last night as 
Labour called for the most 
contentious piece of legisla- 
tion. on asylum to be referred 
to a special standing 
committee. 

Labour believe the Conser- 
vative chairman Dr Brian 
Mawhinney blundered by 
openly admitting that the 
Queen’s Speech was a politi- 
cal device to test whether 
New Labour’s rhetoric would 
be matched by its response to 
the speech. 

In reality, many of the bills 
outlined yesterday will not be 
contested by Labour. 

The shadow heritage team 
supports the thrust of the 
broadcasting bill, innhwiing its 
plans to relax cross-media 
ownership rules. Similarly, 
shadow home secretary Jack 
Straw backed new rales on dis- 
closure of evidence at pre-trial 
hearings, before the Govern- 
ment rBime round to this view. 

Labour is also likely to sup- 
port the principle of the 
under-employed security ser- 
vices be given a wider role in 
criminal enforcement, es 
daily on drugs, although Mr 
Straw will be anxious to see 
what forms of accountability 
are imposed, and the kind erf 
relationship the security ser- 
vices are to have with the 
police. 

The shadow defence secre- 
tary David Clark also indi- 
cated that Labour would sup- 
port the bulk of the other non- 

contentious legislation 
including three defence bills. 

Ironically, it may be Labour 
support which ensures that 
the divorce bill, to be pub- 
lished this week, receives a 
second reading since Mr 


Major yesterday gave his 
undertaking that it wiQ be 
subject to a free vote — a de- 
vice that will allow the moral- 
1st wing on the Tory back- 
benches to oppose the 
measure. 

But Labour is likely to op- 
pose the bulk of the measures 
in the housing and construc- 
tion legislation, with Opposi- 
tion spokesman Nick Rayns- 
ford claiming the 
Government is planning to 
penalise the homeless by 
removing the existing statu- 
tory safeguards for homeless 
families. 

The shadow education sec- 
retary David Blunkett will op- 
pose the key education mea- 
sures, Including plans for 
extending nursery education 
vouchers and releasing extra 
capital for grant maintained 
schools, arguing GM schools 
should not be given priority 
financial treatment over 
other state schools. 

Mr Blunkett also said he 
would challenge government 
plans to allow the commercial 
banks to take over some of the 
student debt from the foiled 
Student Loan Company. He 
says that instead there needs 
to be a thorough review of 
student maintenance. 

However, the big political 
argument will come over the 
Asylum and Immigration 
Bill. A succession of Labour 
front bench spokesmen 
seemed uneasy yesterday 
when pressed on TV and 
radio over whether Labour 
would oppose the measure. 

In the Commons Tony Blair 
said Labour opposed “bogus 
applications and fraud and we 
recognise the need for immi- 
gration controls. But race and 
imm i g ration should not be 
the plaything of party 
politics.” 

He called for the bill to go 
before a Commons standing 

committee “and let it be a 
genuine consensual exercise 
in getting at the truth". This 
“would be a way to take this 
out of party politics and have 
it dealt with sensibly and 
with reason". 
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Mawhinney paint protesters 
‘part of small student group 9 


Lawrence Donegan 
and Gary Younge 


j THREE people arrested in 
■ connr~"' 


G! 




/-F 


PHILIPS 


_ connection with the paint 
attack on Brian Mawhinney 
are members of the Move- 
ment for Justice, it was 
claimed last night 
Two are believed to be stu- 
dents at Kingsway College of 
i further education. King's 
Cross, and a third Is from the 
University of North London. 

Staff art Kingsway said a hand- 

i fid of students had spent 
Tuesday night preparing ban- 
ners for yesterday’s protest 
■ The organisation, which 
was formed two months ago 
claims it has supporters at 
north London colleges and in 


public sector unions. It was 
set up to oppose the Asylum 
and Tmminu.i mu 


TO up vo oppose toe 
and Immigration Bill. 

Nick de Marco, the group’s 


ue mstco, tne group? 
spokesman and president of 
lungs way’s students’ union, 

said a “very small number” 

T W ftnla m . i- 


«*«*«* very small number ox 
people had taken part In the 
Protest outside the Commons. 
The attack had ham nm. 


pe attack had been pro- 
yoked by remarks which Dr 
Mawhinney had on trie- 

vision about immigrants. 
JcP* 9?, ve nunent announced 
this bill in the Queen's 
breech — by doing this, we 
announced we are going to 

oppose it.” he said. 

wJT™ at Khigsway thought 
“vrement was an off- 
shoot of other political groups 
ftthe college and had a hard 
onre of fewer than 50 people. 
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Howard still faces 
asylum bill fight 


THE QUEENS SPEECH 5 


Immigration 


Alan Travis 


T HE Home Secretary is 

still engaged in a Cab- 
inet struggle over the 
Asylum and Immigra- 
tion-Bill. which is expected to 
be one of the main battle- 
• grounds this autumn. 

- 'The Home Office confirmed 
yesterday that the bill will 
.“streamline further the hand- 
ling of unfounded asylum 
claims and remove obstacles 
■ to- the effective operation of 
the 1993 Asylum Act”. 

-It wifi establish a “white 
• list" of safe countries from 
which .asylum applications 
will be assumed to be un- 
founded. abolish oral appeal 
hearings and Introduce a 
shorter decision making pro- 
cess for asylum applicants. 


Other provisions will include 
measures against racketeers. 

While final decisions have 
been taken on those ports of 
the bill, Mr Howard is in 
great difficulties, however, 
over his plans to introduce 
criminal sanctions against 
companies which employ file- 

g2tl gf^Tui g r atif y. 

The plans provoked opposi- 
tion from the Institute of .Di- 
rectors and the Confederation 
of British Industry. In the 
face of these protests and 
warnings from at least two of 
his Cabinet colleagues that 
the initial proposal was po- 
tentially racist and would 
burden industry. Mr Howard 
has promised a “lighter regu- 
latory approach”. 

The Upturn was confirmed 
last week when Mr Howard 
announced he would Issue a 
consuLation document 

Two measures to be intro- 
duced using regulations and 
drculffi-s under previous leg- 


islation Include the p ackag e 
announced" by Peter Lvlley 
the Social Security Secretary, 
to stop access to social secu- 
rity benefit for 13,000 asylum 
seekers. These changes will 
come Into effect in January. 

Home Office ministers also 
intend to introduce a duty on 
public such as head- 

teachers, hospital admissions 
staff and college staff to check 
on th e immigration status of 
any suspicious characters ap- 
plying for public services. 
The proposals involving 
schools are under consulta- 
tion but Home Office officials 
confirmed yesterday that 
those announced in July 
could be implemented with- 
out tiie asylum bilL 

Labour made clear yester- 
day that it would strenuously 
oppose the legislation and 
called for a special gfamdtng 
committee to take expert evi- 
dence before the bill reached 
its committee stages. 


MIS to get police powers 


Crime 


Richard Norton-Tayfor 
and Alan Travis 


IE Security Service, 
M15, will be able to bug 
and break into property 
..to combat “serious crime” 
under a bill that will extend 
.its role into areas tradition- 
ally confined to the police. 

The move is the first step 
towards setting up a new 
national organisation. It will 
involve M15. the existing 
National Criminal Intelli- 
gence Service, and the six 
police regional crime squads. 

- . The Home Office Is discuss- 


ing the status and imAc of ac- 
countability of the new 
“national squad” with the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers. ACPO insists the 
squad will not amount to a 
British FBI and will not 
replacing local police forces. 

The move, nevertheless, 
represents a victory for Stella 
Rimington, head of MI5, who 
has argued that her officers — 
recently preoccupied in coun- 
tering Irish-based terrorism 
— should be used to help law 
enforcement agencies a gainst 
organised crime, including 
drug trafficking. The new bill 
will allow MB to obtain war- 
rants from ministers, rather 
than from the courts, to com- 
bat serious crime. 

Meanwhile the Bar Council 


and the Law Society last night 
warned that the Home Secre- 
tary’s plans to reform the way 
criminal cases are conducted 
will lead to more .wrongful 
convictions. 

Both organisations gave 
notice that they win fight for 
safeguards to be written into 
the Criminal Procedure and 
Investigations Bill, which 
will place a new duty on de- 
fendants to diftrtnw* their de- 
fence to the prosecution in ad- 
vance of trial, and put new 
limits on the amnnnt of mate- 
rial that has to be revealed to 
defence lawyers. The changes 
are in part designed to end 
last-minute "ambush.de 
fences” which leave no time 
for the prosecution to prepare 
a de tailed rfwnang *- -* 


Free vote on the family 


1 Divorce 

1 

CbraDver,. 

• '' ■ i 7-= 



T HE-. Government is to 
press ahead with its div- 
orce reform proposals 
despite opposition by right- 
wing backbenchers, but MPs 
will be allowed a free vote on 
the Family Law Bin, and the 
Lotd Chancellor. Lord 
Mackey, has indicated that he 
will be open to suggestions for 
amendment 

The bill, the biggest over- 
haul of divorce law for 25 
years, abolishes “quickie" di- 
vorces based on. adultery or 
unreasonable behaviour, and 
substitutes no-fault divorce 
.which has a one-year waiting 
period. Some MPs would like 
to see the period extended to 
19 months or two years. 

- Couples will be encouraged 
to.* resolve questions, of 


money, property and children 
through mediation, rather 
than the courts. The bill, to be 
Introduced in the Lords 
today, will also include a 
revamped Family Homes and 
Domestic Violence BflL The 
original bill was sabotaged 
near the end of its parliamen- 
tary passage by backbenchers 
who claimed it would weaken 
tiie institution of marriage. 

That bill’s contents have 
been salvaged with changes 


drawing a greater distinction 
between married and unmar- 
ried couples. In deciding 
whether to oust a partner 
temporarily and let the other 
stay in the home, courts will 
have to consider that unmar- 
ried couples have not made 
tiie same commitment as mar- 
ried couples. 

But Lord Mackay has stood 
firm on another contentious 
measure, allowing the courts 
to transfer a statutory or 
council tenancy from one co- 
habitee to another. 


Under the divorce reforms, 
couples wanting a divorce 
will have to attend an infor- 
mation session, covering mar- 
riage guidance, mediation, 
possible court orders and the 
effects of divorce on children- 

Gouples wifi, have to be 
married for one year before 
they can start the process 
with one cr both filing a state- 
ment of marriage breakdown. 
Once the 12-month wait is up 
and they produce evidence 
that arrangements have been 
finalised for children, fi- 
nances and property division, 
they wifi be able to apply for 
the divorce, which wifi take 
another month. 

The decision to go ahead 
with the bill was welcomed by 
the law Society, the Solici- 
tors' Family Law Association 
and National Family Media- 
tion. The rightwing MP Ed- 
ward Leigh said he did not 
mind the bill appearing in the 
Queen’s Speech “so long as it 
is subject to a free vote". 
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Tony Blair and John Major leading MPs across the Members' Lobby to bear the Queen's Speech photograph: harry weaser 


Ownership rules loosened 
to allow growth overseas 


Media 


Cuff 


I IBERAUSING the media 
■^ownership rales will pro- 
vide the most controversial 
element of the Broadcasting 
Bill and the De p a r tment of 
National Heritage is still pot- 
ting the finishing touches to 
changes designed to increase 
cross- media holding* 

The aim is to allow British 
companies to grow and com- 
pete In the global broadcast- 
ing market But the proposals 
have attrac t ed strong opposi- 
tion from Rupert Murdoch's 
News International, which 
faces the imposition of a cap 
on its television Interests. 

Newspaper groups with less 
than 20 per cent of national 
circulation would be able to 


control up to 15 per cent of the 
TV market, while I TV compa- 
nies could own a nati onal 
ne wspa per. The bill is likely 
to lead to a system which lim- 
its companies to 10 per cent of 
the total media cake — but 
tiie method of calculation baa 
still to be resolved. 

The bill win also pave the 
way for at least 18 digital ter- 
restrial television channels. 
The existing broadcasters — 
BBC 1, BBC 2, ITV. Channel 4 
and Channels — will auto- 
matically be awarded digital 
channels, and additional ser- 
vices, Iwr.lnriing a 24-hour 
BBC news channel, are ex- 
pected to be launched. 

The renewal of the BBC's 
charter and moves to priva- 
tise the corporation's trans- 
mission system are not part 
of the bill, but both are to be 
the subject of legislation in 
the sew session. 


Grants enhance association 
tenants’ right to buy homes 


Housing 


James MeiUe 


T HE extension of the “right 
to buy” policy for council 
tenants to 550,000 in housing 
associations will be a key 
plank in the Housing B11L 
Tenants will get a grant of 
£8,000 to £16,000 towards buy- 
ing their homes. Building 
grants to the associations, 
only a third of whose tenants 
already qualify for the pur- 
chase scheme, will depend on 
their agreement to take part 
The associations are res- 
ponsible for nearly all new 
social housing so the offer 
will be an important factor in 
the Government's drive to 
create 1.5 million new home- 
owners in the next decade. 


Only housing associations 
in villages of fewer than 3,000 
people will be exempt from 
right to buy. 

The most contentious 
element of the proposed legis- 
lation may be the tightening 
of rules for waiting lists. 

Councils will have to find 
up to a year's temporary ac- 
commodation for people made 
unintentionally homeless bat 
preferential treatment in allo- 
cating permanent homes will 
be limited to those with seri- 
ous medical or social needs, 
those suffering from unsatis- 
factory, insanitary or over- 
crowded homes, and others 
with “insecure tenure”. 

Housing lobbyists yester- 
day called on the Government 
to divert £1 billion expected 
from selling the loans portfo- 
lio of the Housing Corpora- 
tion into social housing 
rather than tax cuts. 


Elouse 
set 
for 16 
bills 


T HE Queen’s Speech 
identifies 16 bills, 
three more than the 
previous session of 
Parliament The main 
measures are legislation 
to: 

• n Streamline handling of 
unfounded asylum claims 
and tighten enforcement of 
immigration control. 

O Allow the Security 
Service. M15. to take on 
organised crime. 

□ Speed up court 
procedures. 

O Reform divorce laws by 
providing for family 
mediation, protection for 
one member of a family 
against violence from 
another, “no fault” 
divorces mnd reduction in 
the maximum waiting 
period for divorce from 
five years to one. 

□ Introduce borrowing 
powers to grant- 
maintained schools and a 
nationwide voucher 
system for nursery 
schools. 

□ Allow students to 
borrow from bonks on the 
same terms os from the 
Student Loons Company, 
and reform education and 
training in Scotland. 
c Improve allocation of 
social housing and extend 
the role of the private 
sector. 

□ Help British media 
companies compete 
overseas and provide a 
wider choice of radio and 
TV services through 
digital terrestrial 
broadcasting; amend 
existing media ownership 
rules to allow greater 
cross-holdings between 
newspaper. TV and radio 
companies. 

□ Allow disabled people to 
receive cash to choose 
equipment and services 
rather than rely on local 
authorities for provision. 

□ Allow more flexible use 
of reserve forces by giving 
new powers to call them 
out in humanitarian and 
peacekeeping operations. 

□ Ratify tiie worldwide 
ban on chemical weapons. 

□ Allow the 
Parliamentary Health 
Service Ombudsman to 
consider complaints about 
family health service 
practitioners such as GPs 
and dentists, and matters 
relating to clinical 
judgment of doctors and 
nurses. 


Unfinished 
business On 
student loans 
and vouchers 


Education 


John Carvel 


G ILLIAN Shephard, the 
Education and Employ- 
ment Secretary, has not com- 
pleted negotiations to estab- 
lish tf either of her bills will 
work as intended. 

A Student Loans BUI would 
allow banks and building 
societies to compete on equal 
terms with the Student Leons 
Company, which advances 
public money to undergradu- 
ates at an advantageous rate. 
It is not known if private sec- 
tor lenders are prepared to 
tender for the subsidies on 
which the scheme would rely. 

An Education Bill would 
give tiie parents of every four- 
year-old the right to a nursery 
voucher — envisaged to be 
wor th £1400 — to secure a 
pre-school place from April 
3897. Only four local authori- 
ties have agreed to take part 
in a pilot scheme next year. 

The Education Bin would 
also encourage more schools 
to opt out of local authority 
control. The only certain part 
of this package is to allow 
grant-maintained schools to 
use land and buildings as se- 
curity for commercial bor- 
rowing to fund development 
The bigger change — to es- 
tablish a fast track for church 
schools to opt oat, perhaps 
without consulting parents — 
has only recently been pat out 
to consultation. 

Student loans are expected 
to provide an increasing 
share of funding for under- 
graduates as cuts are matte in 
the student maintenance 
grant Officials forecast 2 mil- 
lion student loan accounts 
worth £5 billion by 1909. 

Ranks and building societ- 
ies will be invited to tender 
for an experimental scheme 
from September 1996. They 
wifi be offered a subsidy to 
produce a zero real rate of in- 
terest, but would be free to 
give students a better deaL 
Un i v grsi t y vice-chancellors 
gqifi private franks would not 
improve a "fundamentally 
flawed” scheme. 

Jim Murphy, president of 
the National Union of Stu- 
dents, said his members 
would be outraged at the pri- 
vate sector profiting from stu- 
dent hardship. 
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Freeze attacked as ‘illogical and extraordinary 5 

Water firms lose 
charter marie 


The Guardian Thursday November 16 1995 


David Hmtcfce 

and Martin WaJnwrfght 

F OUR water companies 
have had their appli- 
cations for the presti- 
gious charter mark 
awards frozen by the indepen- 
dent judges appointed to over- 
see the scheme by the Cabinet 
Office. 

The freeze on Yorkshire, 
Northumbria, Southern and 
North West water companies 
was imposed because of grow- 
ing public anger and concern 
over their handling of die 
drought 

Lord Blyth, chahrngfl of the 
citizen’s Charter panel, said 
yesterday that the companies 
would have to re-apply next 
year. Three other firms — An- 
glian, Severn Trent and Wes- 
sex — would have their 
awards extended for a year 
but must reapply in 1996. 

Lord Blyth said yesterday: 
"We had to consider whether 
we could be confident in 
awarding any new charter 
marks to water companies in 
a year in which some parts of 
the industry have had partic- 
ular difficulties. We con- 
cluded that, given the general 
public concern, it would have 
been wrong to award any new 
c ha rter marks to companies 
this year." 

He told the Guardian last 
night: “The decision was 
taken unanimo usly fay the 
panel. We did not want these 
awards overshadowed by our 
decision on the water compa- 
nies which is why we have 
announced this tonight" 

The names of the charter 
mark companies providing 
the best services are due to be 
announced in three weeks. 

The freeze drew a fttrious 
response for the Water Ser- 
vices Association, which rep- 
resents the industry. A 
spokesman described it as "il- 


logical and extraordinary. It 
is inconsistent with the facts 
and clearly has not been 
thought through. Of the four 
compantes turned down, one 
had no restrictions of any 
sort, the others had to impose 
hosepipe bans in some areas.” 

Shadow environment secre- 
tary Frank Dobson said last 
night: " People all over the 
country could have told the 
Charter Mark ctffice years ago 
that their local water com- 
pany wasn’t doing a good Job. 
It doesn’t say. a lot for 
privatisation.’' 

The public inquiry into pro- 
posed rota water cuts far 
500,000 people in Yorkshire 

heard yesterday that tanker 
lorries were being brought 
from Europe as part of a 24- 
hour water shuttle. 

Yorkshire Water stall told 
the inquiry at Dewsbury town 
hall that assembling a fleet of | 
more than 600 lorries had vir- 
tually exhausted Britain’s 
stock of spare vehicles. 

Hopes of using army tank- 
ers bad been set back by the 
Bosnia peacekeeping opera- 
tion, which tied up military 
vehicles from Catterick, the 
forces’ main northern base, 
and southern depots, includ- 
ing Aldershot. But lorries 
hired from cross-Channel 
firms would enable Yorkshire 
Water to run round-the-clock 
water transfers from East 
Yorkshire and Teesside. the 
inqoirywas told. 

Details of the road relief 
shuttle included temporary 
re-housing for some people 
living on roads where tankers 
pass at the rate of one every 
few minutes. New access 
roads are also almost com- 
plete at Eccup reservoir, near 
Leeds, and Long Newton on 
the river Tees, as part of mea- 
sures which are expected to 
cost the firm more than £3 
milli on a week 

Limited rainfall over the 


Six held after 
Ecstasy raids 


Alex Bellos 


P OLICE searching for 
the Ecstasy dealer who 
supplied Leah Betts 
with the tablet that put her 
into a coma arrested six 
?le yesterday in the Basil- 
l area of Essex. 

The five men and one wom- 
an were last night being ques- 
tioned at two police stations 
as detectives were also trying 
to trace an anonymous caller 
they believe may hold impor- 
tant evidence. 

Leah has been on a ventila- 
tor at Broomfield hospital, 
Chelmsford, since collapsing 
after taking the pill at her 
18th birthday party early on 
Sunday morning. Her condi- 
tion remains critical. 

Police made the arrests at 
five addresses. A 25-year-old 
man and an 18-year-old wom- 
an were taken from one loca- 
tion and three 19-year-old 
men were arrested separately 
from three other places. Later 
in the day police arrested a 
35-year-old man. 

All five men were being 
held on suspicion of supply- 
ing a controlled drug while 
the woman was detained on 
suspicion of possessing coun- 
terfeit currency. 

- Officers appealed to a wom- 
an who called Chelmsford 
police station anonymously 
on Tuesday morning to come 
forward. She told police that 
on Friday night she and a 
friend were in Raquel's night- 
club in Basildon, where Leah 
Is thought to have been sold 
the drug. “They saw a young I 


man 'serve up’ Ecstasy tablets 
similar to those taken by 
Leah Betts,” said a police 
spokesw oman. 

“One girl, a third party not 
thought to be Leah, was seen 
to buy a tablet and shortly 
afterwards was violently ill 
and shaking. We are anxious 
for any of these three girls to 
contact police.” 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Brian Storey said: “We con- 
sider this to be a very strong 
lead and it is vital that this 
girl, the friend or the girl who 
was ill make contact with me 
as soon as possible. Any infor- 
mation will be treated in the 
strictest confidence." 

A total of 35 officers were 
Involved in yesterday's raids 
on the addresses in Pitsea and 

Vange, naar Basildon. 

At one address, police 
found five Ecstasy tablets. 
Three had a dove motif, and 
two an apple motif gfrn liar to 
that on the tablet taken by 
Leah. Cannabis and counter- 
feit currency were also found. 

Mr Storey said: *1 am still 
confident we will find the sup- 
plier. The arrests this morn- 
ing are a major break- 
through.” Police will also be 
examining video film of 
guests arriving at Raquel’s 
disco on Friday night. 

• Michael Forsyth, the Scot- 
tish Secretary, said yesterday 
he wants to introduce legisla- 
tion to make venues where 
clubbers take Ecstasy safer. 
The measures include party 
organisers being required to 
provide “chill-out areas”, free 
drinking water and proper 
ste warding. 


‘Susceptible’ teenager died 
after taking drug at nightclub 


David Ward 


A N INQUEST heard yester- 
day that Ecstasy caused 
the death of a 17-yearold 
sixth former who collapsed 
and died at a nightclub in 
Blackpool, Lancashire. 

The Blackpool coroner, 
Samuel Lee. beard that Dan- 
iel Ashton sold amphet- 
amines among his friends, 
but his mother. Heather, said 
she had no idea that her son 
was involved with drugs. 

“I never saw the slightest 
trace of drugs,” she said. “He 
was such a neat meticulous 
person. His room was 
immaculate.” 

Mr Lee referred to the case 
of the Essex teenager, Leah 
Betts. “We must acknowledge 
how difficult it is for parents 
to detect this behaviour in 
their children." he said. “At 
the moment there is a very 
dramatic example of this in 
Essex where a young girl has 
taken Ecstasy and is danger- 
ously ill.” 

Mr Lee was told that, on the 
day before he died. Daniel 
had sold wraps to two of his 
friends, gave another to his 
Btrifriend. Vanessa Watson, 
ana kept others. Daniel took 


the amphetamines at the 
Blackpool’s Winter Gardens 
and later collapsed at the 
nearby Palace nightclub after 
taking one or more Ecstasy 
tablets which he had 
apparently obtained there, 
said Mr Lee. 

A Home Office pathologist, 
Edmund Tapp, told the in- 
quest that Daniel had died 
after reacting to the Ecstasy 
tablets, which were not con- 
taminated. “A small amount 
of Ecstasy is sufficient in sus- 
ceptible people to cause the 
type of death we are dealing 
with here.” Dr Tapp said 
Vanessa had more than two- 
and-a-half times the level of | 
Ecstasy in her body than her 
boyfriend, and survived. 

She told the Inquest that 
Daniel gave her Ecstasy tab- 
lets at the nightclub. They 
had danced together and felt 
“really good”. She later col- 
lapsed and was talon to hos- 
pital by friends. 

Mr Lee said in his sum- 
ming-up: “I am dismayed and 
distressed as to how accept- 
able the taking of drugs seems 
to be within certain sections 
of the community.” He 
recorded a verdict of death by 
non-dependant abuse of 
drugs. 


last two days is expected to 
push the rttmriifaa for rota 
cuts in the Hud- 

dersfield areas farther into 
December. But Yorkshire 
Water expressed concern 
about forecasts of freezing 
temperatures on the Pennines 
next week, which could slow 
ground water seepage into al- 


Eiizaheth Peacock. Conser- 
vative MP for Batiey and 
Spen, which is in the drought 
area, called yesterday for 
army intervootlon to build a 
temporary pipeline from the 
Kielder reser v oir in North- 
umberland to West York- 
shire. She criticised Junior 
environment minister David 
Curry for delaying firm 
action. 

The Confederation of Wool 
Textiles, one of the Yorkshire 
businesses giving evidence 
yesterday afternoon, warned 
that 3400 staff could be laid 
off if rota cuts were intro- 
duced. Other firms at risk of 
temporary closure include 
Fox’s Biscuits in Batiey, 
whose 2400 workers are ap- 
proaching their busiest time 

of foe year. 



No laug fain g matter . . . Valery Serebryakov 
week, tn a UK tour ending on December 3 


ties his clown's make-up before a show by the Moscow State Circus on Clapham Common, south London, this 
rtw last hpfarp lack of famk keeps this former Soviet spectacular in Russia photograph iaura klowmbc 


If it were a matter of just one 
good PC-review, just one award, 
we wouldn’t think it’s worth 

« whole ad. 
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But Celebris is different. 


sm 


Just take a moment to read what some of 
the world's most respected computer 

publications have to say 
. about the technical 
excellence and great 
Pentium' value for money 
desktops of a PC company which is less 
than 3 years old. 

But then, what would you expect from a 



company that has been at die Destgr wrf fo r 

leading edge of computer 

. . , Microsoft 

technology for as long as Windows' 95 

computers themselves have been around. 

No matter what business you are in. can 

you.adord to .ignore the hottest PC s on. . . 

the market today? To find out more, 

please call 0345 227 228 or check out 

the Digital PC interact address: 

http:// , www.pc.digitaLcoin 
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Juppe cuts 
stir mass 
union revolt 


WORLD NEWS 


Paul Wwbster fai Parts 


T HE Trench prime 
minister, Alain 
Juppe, pleased Hie fi- 
nancial markets but 
angered trade unions yester- 
day , when he announced 
social security reforms that 
were considered more severe 
man expected. 

While stock prices rose 
more than. 2 per cent and the 
franc strengthened, seven big 
unions began a protest in 
Paris just after Mr -Jupp6 had 
finished outlining the mea- 
sures to parliament Other 
demonstrations are planned, 
which will coincide with a 
widening revolt by students 
who are demanding more gov- 
ernment investment 

The public sector union. 
Force Ouvriere, called for a 
national strike on November 
28 and other unions are ex- 
pected to follow. 

The students' strike already 
affects a dozen campuses, in- 
cluding Toulouse, Orleans, 
Montpellier. Metz and Aix-en- 
Provence. There are fears 
that the unrest could spread 
to all of France's 2-2 million 
students in tertiary educa- 
tion. after allegations by stu- 
dent leaders that the system 
is breaking down because of 
chronic underfunding. 

In parliament Mr Juppg 
announced that taxes would 
be raised and benefits cut by 
presidential decree before he 
asked MPs to give his govern- 
ment a vote of confidence. 

Although a pro-government 
result was a foregone conclu- 
sion because of an over- 
whelming conservative ma- 
jority, the three-day debate 
over welfare reforms has 
caused a serious rift in the 
ruling Gaullist RPR. 

The former prime minister, 
Edouard Balladur. has led 
criticism of his Gaullist suc- 


cessor’s economic manage* 
ment Mr Jupp§ warned that' 
rebellion would bring the gov- 
ernment down and wreck pol- 
icies that were a national pri- 
ority, but RPR opposition to 
the prime minister is likely to 
add to doubts about his 
authority. 

The prime minister’s most 

risk-filled welfare reform was 
a promise to extend the 
period of public sector pen- 
sion contributions from 37 to 
40 years, a proposal contested 
during last month’s national 
public sector strike over a 
wage freeze. 

Mr Jupp£’s plan gradually 
to transfer the financing of 
health, pension and family 
allowance contributions fr o m 
worker-employer individ- 
ually controlled fimds to tax- 
ation overseen by parliament 
was rejected by the unions. 

immediate resentment fo- 
cused on the introduction cf a 
new levy equivalent to 0.5 per 
cent of all incomes to pay off 
an accumulated deficit in the 
welfare system of about 
£30 billion in the next 13 
years. 

Mr Jctppg said family allow- 
ances would be frozen next 
year and made taxable for the 
first time. The government 
would amend the constitution 
to empower parliament to set 
ceilings cm welfare costs, he 


said. 

A. scheme to introduce a 
home-care allowance for el- 
derly people was suspended. 

Attempts to reduce rapidly 
rising overspending in the 
natkmalheahh service — res- 
ponsible for half the welfare 
losses — will concentrate on 
making it more difficult to 
consult doctors. 

A health log-book wHL be 
issued to all taxpayers to con- 
trol file number of medical 
visits while making it impos- 
sible to consult specialists 
without the approval of GPs. 


Italy plans law 
on immigration 


John Hooper hi Rome 


T HE Italian cabinet is to 
decide today on an 
emergency measure 
that would recast the ineffec- 
tual immigration laws but 
could open a Pandora’s box of 
confasfon and controversy. 

Late on Tuesday, the two 
parties which keep Lamberto 
Dini’s caretaker government 
in power agreed on a plan to 
make foreigners In Italy lia- 
ble to new restrictions. The 
Northern League and the for- 
mer' communist Democratic 
Party erf the Left (PDS) de- 
cided they should be con- 
tained in a new “decree-law”. 
It would come into effect im- 
mediately, but would need to 
be approved or renewed by 
parliament within 60 days. 

The proposed legislation 
grew out of demands for a 
clampdown on illegal immi- 
grants by the reglonalist 
League, whose support the 
left will almost wrtainly need 
to gain a majority after the 
next election. The steps 
agreed by the PDS were de- 
nounced by one immigrants' 
organisation as containing 
“the seeds of ethnic conflict 
in Italy”. 

Before giving their ap- 
proval, the party’s represen- 
tatives watered down propos- 
als for the deportation of 
Illegal aliens. These were also 
condemned yesterday as “hot 
air” by the National Alliance, 
the party dominated by the 
forma- neo-fascists. 

The number of ille gal al iens 
hug been variously estimated 
at between 300,000 and 
800,000. They include a minor- 
ity of offenders, such as pros- 
titutes, pimps and drug 
peddlers. 

As thing s stand, most ille- 
gal immigrants cannot be de- 
ported because they arrive 
without documents and it is 
therefore impossible to know 
where they should be 
returned to. Expulsion orders 


are served but ignored. The 
League and the PDS agreed it 
should be an offence to de- 
stroy Identity documents, 
adopt false identities or re- 
enter the country after being 
expelled. 

They pledged to give sus- 
pected Illegal immigrants five 
days in which to appeal 
against deportation, during 
which time they would be 
subject to vaguely defined 
“surveillance measures”. 

A Romany spokesman said 
the capital's entire Bosnian 


Gypsy community would be 
at risk of expulsion. A demon- 
stration has been called for 
today. 

The deal would empower 
the courts to deport any for- 
eigner awaiting trial if there 
were judged to be a risk of the 
alleged offence being 
repeated. It would also allow 
the police to recommend indi- 
viduals to judges for immedi- 
ate expulsion on the grounds 
of their having, fix: example, a 
suspiciously luxurious car. 

The Communists said both 
provisions violated the con- 
stitution, and that they would 
contest them in the courts if 
they were included in the de- 

The proposals exempt for- 
eigners living with Italian rel- 
atives — a provision that 
would seem to be at odds with 
the European Union’s anti- 
discrimination rules. They 
would also rule out the expuk 
siem of minors. But, as one 
immigrant group stressed 
yesterday, that could lead to 
the separation of children 
from their deported parents. 

• Greece has spent millions 
of pounds in deporting illeg a l 
aliens, mostly from neigh- 
bouring Albania, the public 
order ministry said In a 
recent report it said that in 
the first nine months Of 1995, 
police arrested and deported 
175,000 Albanian illegal immi- 
grants in addition to others, 
mainly Indians, Pakistanis 
and Iraqi Kurds. 


Four ‘Mafia hitmen ’arrested 
in Sicily for murder 


Butorin P afo n w o, SteBy 


ITALIAN police said yes- 
lterday they had arrested 
four alleged hitmen for the 
Corleone clan of the SHelV 
fan Mafia. 

The men, three arrested 
yesterday and one on Tues- 
day at different hideouts, 
were charged with Mafia 
murders in and around 
Palermo. 

The men were arrested 
after a Mafia turncoat said 
they bad carried out mur- 
ders ordered by Leolnea Ba- 
garella, who was arrested 
In June after four years on 
the run. 

Meanwhile, a Sicilian 
judge granted house arrest 
to a former cabinet minis- 
ter awaiting trial on Mafia 
charges after his doctors 


said he was so depressed he 
might kin himself. 

Calogero Maimino. aged 
56, who held she cabinet 
posts between 1981 and 
1992, had been in jail since 
his arrest on February 13 
bat has spent the past sev- 
eral weeks at a hospital in 
Rome. He denies links with 
theMafia. 

In $onma Vcsnviana, 
near Naples, a boy, aged 
two. was shot dead yester- 
day in a war between orga- 
nised crime groups. 

Gioacchino Costanzo and 
the man whose car he was 
travelling In, Giuseppe 
Averatmo, were killed 
when a driver in a second 
vehicle pulled up alongside 
and opened fire. Averaimo, 
identified as a local hood, 
had been living with the 

boy's grandmother. 



PHOTOGRAPH SREGhCLAlAL 


On the road again . . . French paratroops fine up yesterday near Sarajevo for the opening of a frontline route to the Bosnian capital from the south 

Croatia angers UN with promotion of indicted soldier 


JuBm Borger In Zagreb 


D iplomats and united 
Nations fWtwtaiM yester- 
day denounced the Cro- 
atian government for. promot- 
ing a Bosnian Croat 
militiaman to a senior army 
post only hours after the UN 
international tribunal in The 
Hague charged him with 
crimes against humanity . 

Tfho mfr Blasklc's appoint- 
ment to a post in the Croatian 


army's chief Inspectorate was 
announced by President 
Franjo Tudjman's staff in 
Dayton, Ohio, where Balkan 
leaders are attending peace 
talks hosted by the United 
States. It shocked diplomats 
in Zagreb, who described it as 
a slap in the face of the inter- 
national community. 

Mr Blaskic, chief-of-staff of 
the Bosnlan-Croat militia 
(HVO), was one of six Croats 
indicted on Tuesday for their 
roles in the "ethnic cleans- 


ing” of Muslims from Central 
Bosnia in 199394 

Peter Galbraith, the US am- 
bassador to Zagreb, reacted 
sharply. “The only appoint- 
ment Mr Blaskic should have 
right now is in The Hague tri- 
bunal,'' be said on the steps of 
his embassy. “Mr Blaskic has 
been indicted as a war crimi- 
nal. Countries have obliga- 
tions to turn such persons 
over." 

The Hague tribunal has 
also called for the Bosnian 


Croat political leader. Dario 
Nordic. to be arrested on the 
same charges. But Croatia's 
prime minister. Zlatko Ma- 
tesa. made it clear that the 
government would refuse to 
hand him over. 

The tribunal accuses the 
six Bosnian Croat leaders of 
the systematic liquidation of 
a Muslim community in the 
Lasva valley in central Bos- 
nia, scene of a string of atroc- 
ities in 1993. Diplomats say 
Croatia's refusal to co-operate 


also questions its commit- 
ment to the Muslim-Croat fed- 
eration in Bosnia. 

Christian Chart ier. the tri- 
bunal’s spokesman, said Cro- 
atia was in breach of its obli- 
gations. Mr Blaskic's 
promotion implied . that he 
would be transferred out of 
Bosnia to Zagreb. “That will 
make the breach of Croatia's 
obligations to arrest him 
much clearer.” he said. 

If Croatia continued to re- 
fuse to comply with the tribu- 


nal's requests, an interna- 
tional warrant would be 
issued for the arrest of the in- 
dicted men, making trawl im- 
possible, and Croatia would 
be referred to the UN Security 
Council. 

It is still unclear whether a 
referral would automatically 
result in sanctions. That may 
be decided at tile Dayton 
peace talks, where the issue 
of war crimes has proved a 
significant obstacle ta 
progress. 
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As lay-offs continue in Washington, Republicans bear the brunt of blame. Martin Walker reports N*wsjnjjrief 


Clinton turns budget tide 


T HE partial shut- 
down of the United 
States government 
continued yester- 
day, with 800.000 
government employees tem- 
porarily laid off, but the polit- 
ical battle was turning Presi- 
dent Clinton’s way, with most 
opinion polls blaming the 
Republicans, and the Demo- 
cratic Party finall y rallying 
behind his leadership. 

Democratic congress mem- 
bers left the House floor to 
gather around television 
screens and cheer their presi- 
dent's statement that he 
would not allow the Republi- 
cans to “wreck the future of 
this country”, after the ova- 
tion Mr Clinton won at this 
week's rally of the Demo- 
cratic Leadership Council 
(DLC). 

“When you get 1,500 Demo- 


crats in a room all dying to 
see the president stand for 
something and stand strong, 
it’s like the movie High Noon 
and we suddenly found our- 
selves a sheriff.” Chuck Al- 
ston of the DLC said 
yesterday. 

President Clinton had long 
prepared tor this challenge 


from the Republicans and met 
it with a plan to unite his 
dispirited party. He rallied 
conservative Democrats by 
insisting he wanted “a bal- 
anced budget, but the right 
kind”, while appealing to tra- 
ditional Democrats with his 
defence of Medicare. 

At the same time, the trea- 
sury secretary, Robert Rubin, 
formally announced his ploy 
to avert a default on the 
national debt by shifting 
funds from the civil service 
pension fund. 


The Republicans yesterday 
began preparing a tactical 
retreat from the confronta- 
tion they had provoked, as the 
House speaker. Newt Ging- 
rich, promised to pass a 
series of bills to re-open the 
museums and nationa l parks 
and continue veterans* ser- 
vices and the social security 
system. 

Yesterday’s CNN-USA 
Today poll showed 49 per cent 
of Americans blaming (he 
Republicans and 26 per cent 
blaming the president for the 
impasse- While 48 per cent-af 
Americans approved the pres- 
ident’s stance, 64 per cent said 
they disapproved of Mr Ging- 
rich's role in the shutdown. 

But Mr Gingrich’s con- 
gressmen, particularly the 74 
“Ayatollahs” — the hardline 
members elected last Novem- 
ber, whom Mr Gingrich once 


in jest called “the third 
party" — give him little room 
for manoeuvre. 

“If this budget is not bal- 
anced In seven years, the 
same thing will happen here 
to our leadership that hap- 
pened to George Bush when 
he broke his promise erf no 
new taxes," said Congress- 
man Sam Brownback c£ Kan- 
sas, a leader of the freshmen. 
“You will have an internal 
revolt You have to balance in 
seven. Period." 

Mr Gingrich was yesterday 
trying to turn the focus of the 
debate away from Medicare 
and bade to the need for a bal- 
anced budget “This is not 
same game qf chicken be- 
tween politicians. This is nn» 
of the great historic turning 
points of American history,” 
Mr Gingrich said. “We are 
committed to saving our chil- 


dren and grandchildren 
billions and billions of dollars 
in taxes and interest and 
debt” 

The stage Is now set for a 
prolonged tussle which could 
keep many of the laid-off gov- 
ernment workers at home for 
some tfaw>. The Democratic 
minority leader, Congress- 
man Dick Gephardt, yester- 
day said: “Right now it looks 
like this could be a p re t t y 
long siege." 

But other Republicans are 
dismayed at the way Presi- 
dent Clinton has been able to 
portray them as S crooge s who 
aredismantling Medicare, the 
education budget and envi- 
ronmental regulations. There 
are signs of a gap opening be- 
tween the Republicans in 
House and Senate, and be- 
tween Mr Gingrich and Sena- 
tor Robert Dole. 


Senator AJfonse D’ Amato, 
one of Mr Dole’s closest allies, 
has publicly questioned 

whether Medicare is the right 
ground for the Republicans to 
fight an. 

No talk* were schedule d 

yesterday between White 
House and Congress, but tech- 
nical experts from both sides 
were meeting to reconcile 
their different projections for 
the economy. 

The Republicans use the 
figures compiled, by the Con- 
gressional Budget Office, 
which assumes an average 
growth rate of 2.6 per cent 
over the next seven years. 
The White House budget 
office assumes 2.9 per emit. 
The difference means that the 
Republicans think an extra 
S4.70 billion (£290 billion) will 
have to be cut over the next 
seven years. 


China fights losing battle 
against drug traffickers 


A country that once kicked the opium habit 
could soon have a record number of heroin 
addicts, writes Patrick Tyler in Pingyuan 


M ore than 2.000 
armed police burst 
into Pingyuan, in 
south-western China, three 
years ago, after Communist 
Party authorities said the 
town was in the grip of 
“representatives of evil 
forces’*, a description used 
for drug traffickers. 

On the night of August 31 
1992, the electricity was 
cut. and armoured person- 
nel carriers led the way 
with machine-guns Waring 
In one instance, troops 
used a flame-thrower to dis- 
lodge a corrupt police offi- 
cial from his hideout. Some 
said the assault was blood- 
less; other reports said 24 
people died. 

“It happened so sud- 
denly, It was like a night- 
mare,” said Ma Hongying, 
an alleged drug trafficker 
whose husband, the deputy 
mayor, was arrested and 
later executed. In all, five 
Communist Party officials 
were arrested, and two of 
them were executed. A 
number of drug barons 
remain at large. 

Today, troops remain en- 
camped in each village 
around the town, on the 
road and near public 
buildings. For this is 
China's war zone. 

The broad swath of terri- 
tory that borders Laos, 
Vietnam and Burma has be- 
come an armed camp 
against a scourge that no 
one foresaw a decade ago 
when China opened its bor- 
ders and began decentralis- 
ing the power of the totali- 
tarian state that during 
Mao Zedong's rule, had 
eradicated the country's 
long-standing opium habit 
Today, the worldwide 
drug epidemic has turned 
the mountains and rain for- 
ests along the Tropic of 
Cancer In Asia into a 
region of rampant drug 
trafficking, gun running, 
crim e, prostitution and 
HIV infection. 

In the past three years, 
Chinese authorities have 
seized more than four tons 
of heroin a year, more than 
doable the seizures made in 


Thailand. Since 1989, the 
total volume of seizures has 
increased tenfold. Almost 
all the heroin seized comes 
from Burma. 

Yunnan province has the 
largest number of heroin 
addicts, and its law enforce- 
ment solution tends toward 
the harshest measures. Pro- 
vincial courts ordered 466 
executions in drug cases 
last year and the police 
made more than 6,000 ar- 
rests, seizing more than 
three tons of heroin. 

One of those executed 
was Xie Jlngwu, aged 37, a 
farmer in Ruiil county, 
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which is an appendage of 
China surrounded by 
Burma. Xie and three 
others were caught smug- 
gling 80lb of pure heroin. 

“Our family was always 
poor,” bis widow, Man 
Xiangyun, said, “and a guy 
from Fujian province said 
to my husband that he 
would give him a lot of 
money if he would trans- 
port drugs. Our daughter 
was very sick and we 
needed money badly.” 

While 80 per cent of Chi- 
na's drug seizures and 
more than half its regis- 
tered drug addicts are in 
Yunnan province, the prob- 
lem is far from confined. 

In the nightclubs and dis- 
cos of Beijing. Shanghai 
and other cities, young 
merchants and entrepre- 
neurs inject heroin, snort 


it, or smoke cigarettes 
laced with ft. 

“So many of my friends 
are taking heroin and when 
I tell them I don't like it, 
they say I must be a melon 
head,” said Liu Yu, a young 
mother in K unming , Yun- 
nan's ca pital 

Estimates of the number 
of users run to millio ns. 
The government says the 
number of addicts arrested 
or willing to register 
jumped from 250,000 to 
880,000 in a year. Given the 
growth rate, China could 
have the world's highest 
number of addicts in a few 
years. 

On the streets of Kun- 
ming and across this vast 
province where 35 million 
Chinese live, the drug crisis 
is proving' irrepressible. 
Earlier this year, there 
were frequent gunfights 
outside the capital's trade 
centre, a favourite rendez- 
vous for drug dealers. 

Even foe governor. He 
Zhiqiang, has doubled his 
bodyguard to 1O0 men in 
fear of re trib ution from the 
traffickers his troops are 
attacking along the border. 

Corruption at all levels of 
government is hampering 
law enforcement. 

“Corruption is a problem 
because the police and mili- 
tary are paid very poorly,” 
said Richard Dickins, of foe 
United Nations Drug Con- 
trol Programme's regional 
office in Bangkok. 

During a five-hour drive 
from Kunming to Pingyuan 
in October, dozens of new 
cars without licence plates 
could be seen driving north 
from Vietnam, part of foe 
car-smuggling overseen by 
military and provincial 
officials, a former police 
official said- 

Reports of drug wars 
abound. Even China’s state- 
run television had to admit 
last summer that “drug 
traffickers smash e d several 
branches of the Public Se- 
curity Bureau and beat to 
death two cadres”. 

A few years ago, a police 
official for foe pre fe ct u re 
that. Includes Pingyuan is 
said to have ordered the ar- 
rest of a notorious drug 
lord. The next day, foe traf- 
fickers seized the official, 
cut off his bead and dis- 
played ft on a stake. — New 
York Times. 


Ex-president Roll 
heads for arrest 

THE former South Korean president, RobTae-wo^ mouthed 
oodbye to his son and aides yesterday, then went for an 
xtended interrogation that was expected to lead to his arrest 
Prosecutors continued to grill Mr Roh into the night, com- 
pleting their preparations to charge him with exchanging 
favors for bribes from businessmen during ais 1968-93 term He 
has admitted he amassed a $650 million (£433 million) slush 
fund but claimed itallcamefrom ‘‘donations’’. 

All leading South Koreanxaedia reported tnatMr Ron, aged 
62. would be arrested today, making him the first former 
president to be charged with misdeeds in office. 

Mr Rob's summons came after prosecutors questioned 
nearly 40 businessmen who allegedly contributed money to 
him. Prosecutors have indicated they have evidence that most 
of it was bribes for lucrative government projects. 

Ko rew n law calls for a prism term of 10 years to life f ar pub lic 
servants found guilty of receiving more than 50 million won 
(£41,000) and up to three years for bribing government officials. 

The chief prosecution investigator. Aim Kang-mln, said Mr 
Roh was found to have used £27 million to help his relatives buy 
buildings. There are allegations that some of the money went to 
gove rn ment and opposition. — AP, SeouL 

Winnie loses in court 

WINNIE Mand^ lost anofoCTtamrtacticmyQStKdayafto- failing 

to counterclaims that foe had dragged a charity she runs into a 
speculative Angolan diamond-buying deaL 
A South African supreme court judge ordered Mrs Mandela to 
pay an air charte r c o mpany 75.000 rand (£l3,400)fbr the lease of an 
executive jet allegedly used in foe deal two years ago, and 
awarded costs against her. 

The court heard that Mrs Mandela, who was in the United 
States yesterday, had aMcoacfaed a local businessman, Ben du 
Preez, asking for ideas fora get-rich^oickscbeme. 

“She told me she had financial difficulties and theywanted to 
cerate quick flmris I said there were two ways: dealing in 
anketsand the other one is diamonds. If she could find a lawful 
seller, I could find a lawfol buyer,” he said. 

He Mca Mandela to Haro gp+upa diamond deal 
with Angola's president, Jose Eduardodos Santos. Shehired the 
jet through her Co-ordinated Anti-Poverty Programme to fly Mr 
Du Preez and her representatives to Luanda. Mr Dos Santos 
denied knowing of the deaL — David Beretfbrd, Johannesburg. 


Santer backs EU money 

THE president of the European Commission, Jacques Santer, 
appealed to the leaders of European Union countries yesterday to 
pick a name for the ElTs proposed single currency at their 
summit on December 15-16 in Madrid. 

Be said a name for the currency would dispel doubts that talk of 
a common legal tender was just a pie-ln-the-sky debate. But the 
Spanish prime minister, Felipe Gonzdlez, whose country holds 
the EU presidency, said the issue left him unperturbed. 

Tain not bothered" that the currency, due to be launched by 
1999, is as yet nameless, he said. “European citizens are not 
worried about it either. You can call it anything you like.” 

Mr Santer ami Mr Gonzalez delivered what were billed as State 
Of (he T fr? kin sfirin agcp*; tn the ftafcmamfrpr Fft ftSKwnWy . 

“We must stop sowing doubts," Mr Santer said. “We will have a 
single currency by 1999 at the latest" — AP, Strasbourg. 

US defends nuclear arms 

THE United States urged the World Court in The Hague yesterday 
to ffirowout arequestby two United Nations bodies for a ruling 
rai legal status of nuclear weapons, saying they were vital for 

global security. 

The World Health Organisation and the United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly had asked the International Court of Justice to give 
anon-binding, advisory opinion on whether international law 
permits the threat or use cf nuclear weapons. 

“No amount of impassioned argument by lawyers and no 
predictions of the tragic human costs of possible oonfllcts can 
obscure the fact that international law simply does notprohibit 
per settle use of nuclear weapons.” Conrad Harper, legal adviser 
to the US state department, said. Tfoe US held nuclear arms for 
self-defence and deterrence, he said. — Reuter, The Hague. 

Guatemala run-off expected 

WIEH fo e last ba Botebetog counted on Tuesday. Alvaro Arzuof 
the conservative Party for National Advancement has taken a 
strong lead in Guatemala's presidential election, but has 
apparently fallen short of the clear majority needed to avoida run- 
eff- 

Projections indicate that MrArzu,ag2d 49, a former foreign 
minister and mayor eftfae Guatemalan capital will finish with 
about 42 per cent (tfthe votes In the third election held since 
civilian rule was restored a decade ago. That is about twice as 
many votes as his nearest rivaL Alfonso PortfUo of the rightwing 
Guatemalan Republican Front is expected to receive. 

ButMrPortiBo is widely seen as a stalking-horse for his party's 
m a in l ea d e r andformer military dictator General EfraiaRios 
Monti. A second ballot cm January 7 is likely to turn intoa 
referendum an the general . — New York Times, Guatemala City. 

Athens inmates rampage 

HUNDREDS oframpagingprisbners, includin g man y foreigners. 

seized Athens's top security jail and were holding six staff hos- 
tage, police said yesterday. 

Rk* police surrounded the prison on the western outskirts of 

toe Greek capital after prisoners rioted through the night light- 

overcrowding. 



Hong Kong legislators condemn curb on rights 


"About 1400 Inmates are out cf control and out of their cells ” a 
police officer said. Many cf these jomingthe uprising were 
foreigners, mainly Albanians, be said 


m 


afefled attempt tohreak out They then seized [more hostages and 


Andrew Higgins 
In Hong Kong 


| JONG KONG’S first 
M fully elected legislature 
t Blast night savaged 
axis by China to whittle 
jwn human rights safe- 
lards after the 1997 hand- 
ler, and set the stage for a 
rbulent finale to British 
lie. 

The unprecedented on- 
mght sharply escalated a 
unth-long row that has poi- 
med Sino-Britlsh relations, 
eked Hong Kong’s legal es- 
blisbment and eroded hopes 


of a harmonious transition to 
Chinese rule on July 1 1997. 

The legislative council, 
which China has vowed to 
disband, voted 40-15 to con- 
demn legal changes proposed 
by a Bering-appointed advi- 
sory body, the Preliminary 
Working Committee (PWC). 

The large margin marked a 
grave defeat for Beijing's 
strategy of trying to isolate 
what it derides as a clique of 
subversives led by the barris- 
ter Martin Lee. 

In an editorial -in advance 
of the vote, the pro-Betflng 
Hong Kong newspaper Wen 
Wei Po said foe legislature 


had fallen prey to an anti- 
China conspiracy orches- 
trated by the governor, Chris 
Patten, and Mr Lee’s Demo- 
cratic Party. 

But even legislators sympa- 
thetic to China ridiculed such 
arguments during more than 
five hours of debate. 

“You canno t regard every- 
one who criticises as a 
traitor," said Selina Chow, a 
member of the pro-business 
Liberal Party. “This row has 
already damaged confidence 
in foe future. If It goes on, 
what China takes back will 
not be a society that thrives 
from openness and freedom 


but a place of yes-men with an 
air of hypocrisy." . 

Legal changes proposed by 
foe PWC and endorsed by the 
Chinese leadership would 
water down a 1991 Bin of 
Rights and resurrect colonial 
security laws. Recently abol- 
ished restrictions on public 
meetings, societies and broad- 
casting would be re imposed. 

“These suggestions are a 
recolonisation of Hong Kong, 
an attempt to bring back dra- 
conian laws from the past" 
said Ho Chun-yan, a Demo- 
cratic Party member who put 
forward the motion. "This 
shows the Chinese govern- 


ment is seared of public criti- 
cism. They are trying to 
wreck the Bill of Rights to 
achieve political control." 

The dispute has crystallised 


widespread unease over Hang 
Kong’s transition to Chinese 
rule under the formula of 
“one country, two systems”. 

Speaking in defence of pro- 
posals to water down the Bill 
of Rights, Philip Wong said: 
“Human rights are not a mo- 
nopoly of Western countries. 
We should not dance to 
hu m a n rights music of foe 
West If we allow personal 
rights to expand without lim- 
its. then other people’s rights 


will be inhibited. This will 
mean social turmoiL” 

• China has ordered its state- 
owned companies to invest 
aggressively in Hong Kong to 
boost confidence hi a smooth 
transition in 1997, the Par 
Eastern Economic Review 
said yesterday. 

“Cranking ap expansion 
could send positive signals to 
the rest cf the economy.” ft 
paraphrased foe deputy direc- 
tor of the Xinhua News 
Agency, China's de facto em- 
bassy in Hong Kong, as tiling 
foe heads of 30 state-owned 
companies in Shenzhen, 
which borders foe colony. 


people were taken out to g» to hospital. — Berner, Athens. 

UNHCR urges action 

TOE United lotions Hj^Oamiussioner for Refugees. Sadako 


criste invoking systematic conflict prevention andagreater 
emphasis on development 

Launtfolng foe UNHCR’s second State of tiie World’s Reftisees 

r ^P rL ?^^S asaidIl !r aeency ^ 001,14 longer sitat banters 

and wait for refugees tofloed across them but should nlav “a 

much m ore proactive role”. 

responding a 


ment," she said. 

The 265page report, which puts the number cf refugees looked 
after by the agracy at 27 m illi on , argues against tte nSSt 
m funding for long-term development — Barter Geneva. 
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Comeliu Coposu 
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Bucharest 1990 . . .Comeliu Coposu (centre with black hat) is escorted into a tank as police and soldiers keep back a hostile crowd 

A peasant in revolt 
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C ORNEUD Coposu, 
the tireless Roma- 
nian opposition 
leader who has 
died aged 79, was 
one of the most sympathetic 
and consistent figures to 
emerge to spearhead the 
murky 1989 “revolution", 
crowning half a century of 
battling the Stalinists and 
communists who laid his 
country so low. 

Hail, but tough, with a face 
engrained with the hardship 
of 1 7 years in communist pris- 
ons. die chain-smoking leider 
of the National Peasants 
Party regularly addressed the 
mass rallies that peppered 
1990 and 1981 before retiring 
exhausted to his charming 
old house in the centre of 
Bucharest 

There, amid piles of books 
and Balkan bric-a-brac, he 
and his extended family 
would perch around a long 
table to eat bread and soup, 
discuss history and plot the 
ousting of the communist 
reform er^ who overthrew Ni-, 
colae and Elena Ceausescu 
and, in Coposu’s conviction, 
hijacked the revolution. 

In those heady days when 
the students and youth of 
Romania took over the streets 
he seemed an anachronistic 
figure. But his pedigree of 



Coposu . . . air of authority 

lifelong opposition to the 
regime in a country not noted 
for its overt dissident tradi- 
tion lent him an authority 
that other would-be revolu- 
tionary leaders lacked. 

Coposu was bora in Tran- 
sylvania and studied law at 
university before joining die 
National Peasants’ Party in 
the 1930s just as the country 
was falling under the sway of 
a Romanian fascist movement 
encouraged by the weak King 
Carol. Throughout the second 
world war Coposu operated in 
the anti-fascist resistance, 
maintaining contact with 
British wartime intelli g ence. 


until, in 1944. Romania 
adroitly swopped sides, 
breaking with the Nazis and 
ousting the fascists. 

The Peasants’ Party was 
closely identified with the 
regime’s overthrow and 
switched to the allied win- 
ning side. The democratic 
promise was shortlived as 
Stalin’s fist closed over east- 
ern Europe in the four years 
immediately following the de- 
feat of the Nazis. 

The communists sent in by 
the Kremlin rigged the first 
postwar elections and seized 
power. Coposu and his wife, 
Arlette. were arrested and 
served 17 years for their oppo- 
sition activity after being sen- 
tenced to hard labour for life. 
Shortly after their release in 
1964, she died. 

Coposu’s release from 
prison coincided with the rise 
of Nlcolae Ceausescu in the 
early 1960s and the new des- 
pot’s attempts to wriggle free 
of ftie Kremlin’s domination. 
Cqpdeu was not in jail,, but 
v|as hardly a free man under 
the constant watch of the om- 
nipotent Securitate. He 
spurned overtures from the 
new regime which hoped to 
neutralise a potential focus of 
opposition by giving him a 
token position in 
govern m e nt . 


mala nui-ntt css- 


Birthdays 


Prof Chinoa Achebe, novel- 
ist, poet and educationalist. 65; 
Peter Ainsworth. Conserva- 
tive MP, 39; Glenda Bailey, 
editor, Marie Claire, 37; 
Michael BfDington, writer 
and critic, 66; lisa Bonet, 
actress, 28; Frank Bruno, 


boxer. 34; Willie Carson, 
jockey, 53; John Hanson , di- 
rector-general, British Coun- 
cil, 57; Sir Colin Marshall, 
chairman, British Airways, 
62; Joanna Pettet, actress, 51; 
Griff Rhys Jones, comedian, 
writer. 42; Sir Giles Shaw, 


Conservative MP, 64; Sir Ed- 
ward Tomkins, f earner diplo- 
mat, 80; Prof Sir Magdi Ya- 
coub, cardiothorabic surgeon, 
60; Waqar Yomus, cricketer, 
24; Michael Zander, Profes- 
sor of Law, London School of 
Economics, 63. 
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But Coposu’s dream of rein- 
vigorating his Peasants’ 
Party as an electoral force 
after the collapse of the 
regime also seemed naive. 
The social, political. tech- 
nological context had 
changed radically and a party 
which had. its heyday in the 
early years of the century 
seemed, like Coposu himself, 
an *ttar.hmn\OTn_ 

In the first post-revolu- 
tionary elections in May 1990, 
the former communists and 
Ceausescu acolytes who bad 
turned on their master 
rechristened themselves the 
National Salvation Front, 
and, through their control of 
file country-wide apparatus, 
romped home to power. 

Old-fashioned liberals and 
monarchists like Coposu 
were nutm« ooeuvred But he 
remained a trenchant and ar- 
ticulate critic of those he be- 
lieved were turncoats and 
born-again democrats bent 
only on retaining the power 
they bad always enjoyed. 

For his efforts, his offices 
were wrecked by file rampag- 
ing miners dispatched by 
President Ion Hiescu in 1990 
to terrorise the liberals and 
Intimidate the opposition. 

He died still a member of 
the Romanian parliament, 
after a lifetime devoted to par- 


Another Day 


liamentary democracy — 
only latterly being estab- 
lished in his country. 


lanTraynor 

Dan Prefn writes: In Septem- 
ber Coposu was honoured by 
the French government with 
the Legion d’Honneur — the 
only Romanian so honoured 
since file second world war. 
When I first met him in 1990, 1 
was one of the student leaders 
attempting to rally support 
for the democratic movement, 
after the violent June demon- 
strations. It was clear that 
Coposu was a leader who 
could represent real demo- 
cratic chang es — if he could 
achieve sufficient support 
For him the issues were not 
just a political debate but a 
moral crusade, and, because 
of his years in prison and his 
unswerving political record 
against communism. Coposu 
was, in a sense, above politi- 
cal discourse. His death 
raaloxt the possibility of real 
change far more difficult, and 
whoever succeeds him at the 
head of the opposition forces 
will not have the advantage of 
his personal history. 


Cornel iu Coposu, politician, 
bom May 20. 1916; died 
November 11, 1995 


Jack Holt 


Pushing the boat 
out for the world 


J ACK HOLT, who has 
died aged 83, was a 
remarkable man who 
once described his oc- 
cupation as having “curly 
grey hair — pink complexion 
— prepared to receive 
orders.” No one could have 
begun to describe him better, 
but, as usual. Jack's modesty 
forbade him adding, “de- 
signer and builder of small 
boats”. In fact more boats — 
around 250.000 — have been 
built to his designs than those 
of any of his contemporaries. 

Hundreds and thousands of 
folk all over the world owe 
their start in sailing to Holt 
He was a visionary ' whose 
pragmatic sense converted 
ideas info reality, with al- 
ways a thought for how much 
it was costing the buyer. And 
when the "dinghy boom” hit 
the world of sailing in the 
fifties and sixties, he was al- 
most single-handedly respon- 
sible for it 

He was born in Hammer- 
smith, the son of a panel 
beater, and spent many hours 
in bis youth swimming in the 
Thames, upstream ctf Ham- 
mersmith Bridge. After join- 
ing Hammersmith Sea Scouts 
at the age of 12 he began 
Miiwg on its strong tidal 
waters. He and bis brother 
bought a 14ft dinghy from AP 
Herbert for E7.10S, earning 
the money to keep her afloat 
by doing odd jdbs far the 
novelist’s neighbour. 

Holt won a scholarship to 
the Shoreditch Technical In- 
stitute to study cabinet mak- 
ing and in 1928 began his first 
job as a joiner. But he lost his 
job when a motorbike acci- 
dent left him with a shattered 
right leg. During his conva- 
lescence, he designed and 
built an 18ft half-decked 
dinghy in which he first dem- 
onstrated hiS lifelong maxim 
of keeping weight to a mini- 
mum. 

His uncle, John, who had a 
small-boat repair shop on 
Hammersmith's Lower Mall, 
died in 1929, and Holt took 
over the business. With the 
help of bandleader Percy 
Chandler for whom he crewed 
in an International 14 dinghy, 
fhe business expanded. The 
two continued to sail together 
and Chandler provided much- 
needed capital for the boat- 
building. The cost of an Inter- 
national 14 was considered 
prohibitive by the Yacht Rac- 
ing Association, which intro- 
duced a class of dinkerfauilt 
12-footers which Holt was 
among the first to design and 
build. 

The war took Holt across 
the Thames to the Norris Oar 


Si Scull Works in Putney, 
where he built lifeboats and 
prefabricated frames for fast 
motor launches. Alter the war 
Holt began to design and 
build dinghies, the first of 

which was a 14-footer; this so 
appealed to the editor of 
Yachting World, Teddy Hay- 
lock. that be published its 
design and class rules in the 
Ja nu ary 1946 issue. The Mer- 
lin class, the first of 14 major 
classes from the Holt board, 
was boro. 

Over the years Yachting 
World published many of his 
designs, but none was a 
greater step for small-boat 
sailing than the next one to 
emerge on those pages — the 
Cadet Haylock wanted a boat 
in which sailors up to the age 
of 18 could compete. Holt 
answered with the Cadet, 
later to became the Interna- 
tional Cadet, and a perfor- 
mance dinghy in miniature. 
Kits were available for £34 
and Holt refused to take a 
royalty on fre design. 

I T WAS around this time 
that Holt asked the Ameri- 
can Beecher Moore to join 
his company, and it was his 
entrepreneurial skills that de- 
veloped the business. New de- 
sign followed new design: the 
GP 14, Heron (designed to go 
on the car roof), the Hornet, 
Rambler. Vagabond, Solo, 
Lazy E. and the Diamond 
keelboaL 

Ten years later the News 
Chronicle wanted an original 
dinghy design and was pre- 
pared to promote it The 13ft 
Sin {,4.04 metres) Enterprise 
was born and more than 
20.000 have since been built 


Eight years later, the Dally 
Mirror climbed on the Holt 
bandwagon. Holt and televi- 
sion do-it-yourself guru Barrv 
Bucknell combined their tal- 
ents to produce, in an amaz- 
ingly short time, the loft lOtn 
(3.3 metres) Mirror dinghy 
which was made of plywood, 

copper wire and fibreglass. 
More than 65,000 still sait 

In 1957 Holt and Moore gave 
encouragement to a young en- 
gineer. Tony Allen, who had 
produced for his own Hornet 
a set of die-cast aluminium 
alloy fittings. Moore liked 
them, asked Allen for some, 
and within weeks the Holt- 
Alien company was formed. It 
now produces the widest 
range of yacht and dinghy 
hardware of any company 
anywhere. 

Holt's designs spread 
around the world nnd his 
greatest pleasure was derived 
from invitations to two 
special regattas, in Sydney 
nnd Melbourne. On his 
return, he told of the parties 
held in his honour, "Always a 
barbecue and you always 
knew what to expect — - burnt 
meat and cold beer!” 

Jack Holt will be remem- 
bered as part of the folklore of 
small-boat sailing, a man who 
was thoroughly practical In 
his approach to a problem 
and for whom simplicity was 
the answer. 

He is survived by Iris and a 
daughter. A son predeceased 
him. 


Bob Rshor 


Jotwi Lapworih Holt, boat de- 
signer. bom April 18, 1912; died 
November 14. 1995 



Jack Holt . . . practical visionary 


PHOTOGHAPK CHRIS SMITH 


November 16, 1847: 1 have been 
at Frognal for a week, The 
weather was beautiful and the 
shooting good. We heard of the 
death of Bresson, who cut his 
throat at Naples, just after 
presenting his credentials. He 
had set his heart an becoming 
ambassador here, and had had 
a premise to that effect, but we 
objected to receiving him in 
that capacity. This bad preyed 
an his mind . . . Another hor- 
ror has very nearly been en- 
acted in France by Count Mor- 
tler, who went mad and 
endeavoured to murder his 
children. He was arguing for a 
length of time with his boy 
and girl, with a razor in his 
hand, on the propriety of fbeir 
dying with him, whilst Count- 
ess Mortier and M. Delessert 
were outside the door, which 
was fastened cm the inside, 
and not daring to break in, 
lest he should at once commit 
the act Fortunately they got 
into the room by a back way 
without noise, and at once 
seized and conveyed him to a 
lunatic asylum. Leaves from 
the Diary of Henry GreuiUe. 
Smith Elder. 1883. 


Jackdaw 


Ariston Chambati 


Calm voice in an African storm 



Noton the NHS 

I ASKED Paul, the World 
Wildlife boffin, who knows 
everybody, to bring alonga 
witch doctor. My intention 
was revenge. After some ne- 
gotiating, the witchdoctor 
agreed to comeat 7am. He 
arrived with Paul, a nice 
man, mid two game wardens 
at 10 o’clock. He was barefoot 
in a loose, long dirt-black 
overcoat and shapeless felt 
hat. He was very tall and 
looked ominous. 

Inside my cabin, betook off 

his bat and coat to reveal 
spotless white shorts and a 
white and pale blue striped 
tennis shirt. He sat on the 


and said something 1 
Chitswa, the local language 
... "He asks what you want 
to know.” said PauL “Tell 
him it’s about my eyes.” Be- 


A riston chambati. 
who has died aged 59, 
was a multi-talented 
politician, businessman and 
diplomat whose many 
achievements Included hold- 
ing a key position in Zimba- 
bwe’s cabinet as Minister of 
Finance. 

A Shona speaker from the 
north of the country, he was 
determined to rise above 
regionalism and tribalism As 
a youth he joined with Joshua 
Nkouxo and later held top 
posts in his party. 

In the seventies, he had 
brought quiet diplomacy, hu- 
mour gnH tmrtor g binding of 
human nature to the negotiat- 
ing table; even in the midst of 
bitter political in-fighting he 
avoided making enemies. 

In the sixties he was em- 
ployed by the Commonwealth 
Secretariat in the UK before 
returning home in 1972 to lec- 
ture in political science at the 
local university. During bis 


tore 1 got farther the witch 
doctor look a handful of small 
objects like bones from a 
leather pouch, cupped them 
In his hands, dosed his eyes 
and spoke. "He’s praying to 
the spirits,” said PauL The 
witch doctor rolled the bones, 
like throwing dice. 

He looked at them thought- 
fully and said through the in- 
terpretation chain, “She will 
not be blind. She will see 
more or less as she does 
now.” "That’s nice,” I said. 
“Now ask him to put a curse 
on the doctor who damaged 

my eyes so he will have the 
same eyesight I do.” “You 
can’t do that” Paul said. “He 
doesn’t make curses. He’s a 
atrandero, a healer. Why not 
ask for something positive 
like making the doctor fund a 
clinic here?” “This is not an 
OxEam meeting." I said 
crossly. "All right we can ask 
him bow you should harm the 
man who harmed you. That’s 
advice, not a curse." ... His 
verdict was reportedback. 

“He says your anger should 
lessen because the man Is very 
sick in the chest and will die tf 
not £reated. , "Thiswas bad 

news. I didnt want him dead. I 

wanted him handicapped. 

Thank s and hnnriehafcpq all 

round. Fee five dollars. 

Martha GeUhom, veteran 
tiweUer. does a little business 



Chambati: bridge bonder 

years in exile he remained in 
dose touch with his party and 
his roots. He was to become 
an effective bridge builder be- 
tween Britain and her former 
rebellious colony of Rhodesia 
and between its former inter- 
nal enemies. 

At independence, three 
guerrilla armies and the Rho- 


on the perfect island off the 
coast ofMozamburuefor the 
London Evening Standard 

Get happy 

IT TURNS out be is all about 

HARDCORE, as in banging 
tunes with speeding break- 
beats... Live Lee... sud- 
denly livens iq) to his name 
on stage before the decks. 
"Vibes!” he bellows into the 
mic in east-of-Londonese. 

“E’s the geezer, e’s the geezer, 
e’s tiie geezer who’s here to 
please ya.” The crowd lap it 
up, Beside him on stage MC 
Sharkey dances frenetically. 
At the moment his Toytown 
track withD JHixxy is one of 
the biggest on the scene but 
tonight he's just a raver and 
an underground host. There 
are no pretensions here. 
While other types of dance 
music aim for credibility and 
plaudits (“Intelligence” in- - 
deed) happy hardcore thrives 
on a distilled fbur-to-the-floor 
essence of hedonism. 

It is fest and young. DJ Slip- 
matt told me that he played 
an ander-188 do recently and 
he could hardly hear to mix 
over the monitors, so loud 
was the constant screaming 
of approval. And yes, of 
course there are the drugs, or 
to be more precise the dnig 
Ecstasy . . . Tm not for it I’m 


desian Forces had to be inte- 
grated. This was a delicate 
intra-party operation requir- 
ing special knowledge and po- 
litical nous: a combination of 
qualities which only a few of 
his colleagues could bring 
into play before Zimbabwe 
was born in 1980. Chambati 
was not offered a ministerial 
post then but accepted a diplo- 
matic role as ambassador to 
Germany before starting a 
successful career in business 
in 1983. 

Chambati understood file 
frustration caused by many 
decades of marginalisation of 
blacks in the business envi- 
ronment and talked, in 1993. 
of the need for an economic 
“mini-Marshall Plan”. It was 
this awareness of the need to 
assist his fellow blacks in 
business which deflected 
petty jealousies and enmities. 

For these, and many other 
reasons, Zimbabweans and 
the international business 


not against it," says Vibes, 
"but it wouldn’t be happening 
without it and if people are 
using it in the right way, get- 
ting enjoyment from it, you 
can’t pat them down.” 

The £ presence is much 
more obvious here than other 
types of club/rave where 
drags are equally in evidence 
because the mainly 16-22 
crowd revel in their altered 
state. There is no attempt to 
coolly ride out the drugs’ ef- 
fects at cruising speed, in- 
stead they show off their ric- 
tus grins, massive pupils and 
empathic overfriendliness as 
badges of pride. It's all part of 


community welcomed his ap- 
pointment In April as Minis- 
ter of Finance. He was al- 
ready ill when he embarked 
upon the strenuous task of 
addressing Zimbabwe's seri- 
ous economic decline and 
he will be difficult to replace. 

He leaves a wife, Dinah, 
and five children. 


Diana MftchoU 


Ariston Muguranayanga Cham- 
bab, politician and business- 
man, bom November 15. 1935: 
died October 7, 1095 


Death Notices 

K2RBY. On Koramber IWi IMS. Nancy 
Kktjy nAa EMlr. wife <* Commander HL 
Kirby. OBETrN (nett), d Oakley. Hum 
F uneral privtta. Mo ttmn by request, but 
U desired donations may be mode to Si 
MtcbaeTa Hospice. Basingstoke. H024 
SNB. A Memorial Service at OoMoy will fie 
arranged later. 

areioincMiMnt toteptana 



DJ . . . happy, smiley people j EdHed by Uanesaa Harlow 


■ To piocs yOur 
0T71 611 BOB) 


the ton just like the white 
gloves and glow sticks. 

Live from DJ. “the darux 
music magazine far smiley 
happy people". As long as 
axrything goes right 

Cry wolf 

MY FAVOURITE such paper, 
presented in 1994 by no fewer 
than six authors at a wolf 
conference in Bieszczkady , 
Boland, discusses the mictu- 
rition habits in tlie snow of 
high-ranking wolves, as dis- 
tinguished from low-ranking 
wolves; it shows how urine 
produced from the modest 
crouch of a low-ranking wolf 
drills a narrow, inconspicu- 
ous hole deep in the snow, a 
tight little chimney from 
which odour can scarcely 
emerge. In contrast the 
raised-leg squirting of a high- 
ranking wolf sprinkles the 
droplets far and wide, creat- 
ing a highly visible signal and 
clouds of odour, boldly as- 
serting its creator’s enviable 
status... 

New York Review of Books 

You can e-mail 
jacteiainQgwrdian.co.uk.; 
fax 01 71*7 IS 4366; Jackdaw, 
The Guardian. 119Parring- 
don Road. London EClR 3ER. 
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Tired, irrelevant, cynical 

This is a government which has run out of ideas 


WE deserve better, much better, than 
this. The Queen’s Speech reveals a 
Conservative Party which has run out 
of almost every governing idea save one 

— its own survival. And even that is 
looking a pretty raddled prospect in the 
light of the latest opinion polls. Tony 
Blair got part of the case against it 
absolutely right in yesterday’s Com- 
mons debate when he asked “Is this it?” 
For yesterday's bill of fare was ex- 
tremely thin, even by last year’s anor- 
exic legislative standards. Its well- 
trailed political focus is a fistful of 
immigration and criminal justice plans. 
Like some of the lesser measures in the 
speech, such as the increases in as- 
sisted places, these are explicitly de- 
signed more as a provocation to Labour 
than as a serious attempt to address the 
social priorities of a troubled country. 
The same approach will almost cer- 
tainly govern the forthcoming Budget 

— or so the massed ranks of increas- 
ingly desperate Conservative back- 
benchers hope. Several of these mea- 
sures come very close to being a misuse 
of public funds for party purposes. Even 
as party politics, it is a gambler’s 
throw. As a governing strategy it abso- 
lutely s tinks . 

But the emotion which most people 
ought to feel about the package an- 
nounced yesterday is not just disbelief 
but indignation. There are still more 
than 18 months to go before the next 
general election is due. Yet the Govern- 
ment is already reduced to a series of 
measures which are, at best, only mar- 
ginally relevant to the big needs of our 
country. At worst they are positively 
destructive to the social fabric. To 
squander serious legislative opportuni- 
ties on a group of incoherent and very 
hastily put together bills on grant main- 
tained schools, nursery school vouch- 
ers and asylum is not only incompetent 
but irresponsible. The net effect, to put 
it mildly, will be to foster further cyni- 


cism and demoralisation about the 
workability of our civic institutions 
and the purpose of our political debate. 
Our political system has degenerated to 
a very low level when the whole process 
is so cynically subordinated to party 
considerations so long before the proba- 
ble date of the election. The worst th in g 
is that there is almost nothing which 
anyone can do to prevent it The dam- 
age far exceeds the frustrating wait 
before battle can really be joined. 

Labour’s charge that the Conserva- 
tives have lurched to the right has 
turned into something of a parrot-cry 
this week. But even parrots can be right 
sometimes. Compare yesterday’s 
Queen's Speech with last year's and the 
contrast is extremely instructive. Last 
year, the Conservatives trailed by al- 
most tiie same gaping amounts in the 
polls as they do this year. Yet the 
response, both at the 1994 party confer- 
ence and in the 1994-95 legislative pro- 
gramme, was a sort of Baldwinesque 
trust-me steady-as-she-goes package. It 
was wholly inappropriate to the anxi- 
eties and insecurities which were tak- 
ing root in popular attitudes and expec- 
tations. It left the field open to the 
fanatics. The result was that the Con- 
servative Party was free to conspire 
and cabal over Europe, almost bringing 
the Government down in the process. 
What was needed a year ago, we argued 
then, was a clear decision about what 
kind of Conservative government this 
was. 

We did not get it last year, but we 
have certainly got it this time. The 
Conservatives have made their choice 
and yesterday’s programme adds up to 
a clear and conscious opt-out from 
social cohesion in favour of renewed 
possessive individualism. It has placed 
the fliture of the government in the 
hands of Michael Howard rather than 
Michael Heseltine. It is a victory for 
John Redwood rather than John Major. 


Shell-speak in double standards 

It can demand social justice without interfering politically 


THE STORM OF ANGER at the judicial 
murder of Ken Saro-wiwa is met by 
sorrow at Shell International that its 
motives in Nigeria should be misunder- 
stood. It is not a human rights organisa- 
tion. it protests, but a private company 
which cannot take a position on politi- 
cal issues. It withdrew from OgonHand 
over two years ago: how can it be 
blamed now? There may be a high level 
of oil pollution in the Niger Delta but, 
as Shell House explained yesterday, 
“we have to be careful about trying to 
compare Nigeria with Europe”. 

This argument that Nigeria is “differ- 
ent from Europe” lies at the heart of 
Shell’s defence of its lucrative opera- 
tions. On the environment Shell con- 
cedes that much more needs to be done: 
a new training and research pro- 
gramme is only being launched now. 
The excuses range from “the problems 
created by mangrove swamps” to the 
“different cultural environment” of the 
Ogonis. A Shell-Nigeria director adds 
that Nigerians defecate into the rivers: 
triumphant proof that not all pollution 
is caused by oil! Sabotage is also alleged 
with the claim that 69 per cent of all oil 
spills in the Ogoni area were “caused 
deliberately by the communities". This 
seems a remarkably high estimate 
against other Shell statistics showing 
that delta-wide sabotage is only 28 per 
cent No evidence is provided that the 
only motive is to manufacture claims 
for compensation. It would be more 
sensible to ask just why the Ogonis 
have taken such desperate measures. 


The main thrust of Shell’s argument 
is that we need to apply double stan- 
dards in Nigeria because of the politics 
of the country. Officials lament that it 
is hard to argue with a military regime 
which is also the majority shareholder 
in tiie oil operation. There would be no 
point apparently in proposing to spend 
more oil revenue on the environment 
because the generals just want the cash 
In Shell-speak, the “decision-making 
process is much more complicated" in 
Nigeria than in Europe. 

Shell International protests too 
much. No one is asking it to interfere in 
Nigerian politics or even support Ogoni 
claims for autonomy. But it is entitled 
to demand that' a fairer share of the 
regime’s revenue — paid by Shell — 
should go to the deprived delta: this is a 
simple question of social justice. It has 
an even higher obligation to protest at 
violations of human rights rather than 
to hide behind General Abacha’s dress 
uniform. The argument for quiet diplo- 
macy looks extremely lame: although it 
was clear that the Commonwealth Con- 
ference would muffle its protest the 
hangings still went ahead. 

Shell now claims that the new Liqui- 
fied Natural Gas project about to be 
approved will reduce gas fl a ri ng in the 
delta — a practice which has been 
tolerated by the company for 30 years. 
This is a weak argument against the 
psychological value to the regime if the 
project goes through just days after 
they hanged nine innocent Nigerians. 
Shell should be ashamed. 


Single mum tells all in TV shocker! 

And who can blame her? Same sauce for goose and gander. . . 


ON MONDAY the BBC’s Panorama ex- 
plored the problem of why one in four 
marriages in Britain end in divorce 
without provoking controversy. When 
it was revealed that next week’s Pan- 
orama will consist of an interview with 
a separated wife living alone in London 
it set off a volcanic explosion in the 
media . From the Daily Mail’s "Pro- 
foundly regrettable” to the Mirror’s 
banner headline: “Has she gone nuts?”, 
the press lathered itself into a 
crescendo of outrage that the world’s 
most reported person should darejust 
for once, to put her side of it. What on 
earth has happened to that basic Brit- 
ish birthright — the right of reply? 

Of course it was discourteous not to 
have asked her permission (she would 
not have been amused) and insensitive 
to announce it on the Prince of Wales’ 
47th birthday — though many a man 
would be glad of a news blackout at that 
age. And, truly, she has not disported 



herself in a very Queenlike fashion in 
her relationships with Will Carling 
(surely to be played by Colin Firth in 
the film of the book of the TV show), 
and a string of lapdogs named James or 
Oliver. But she isn’t going to be Queen. 
She is a woman alone condemned by 
the world's press to castellated isolation 
while her husband, who bared all on 
television last year and has since been 
weaning his mistress back into public 
life, can do as he pleases. Those who 
started this prime time soap should be 
unsurprised if they can’t control The 
Final Cut Meanwhile, good on the BBC 
for securing a world scoop that eluded 
the bottomless pockets of the Murdoch 
empire (without, of course, affecting 
the Sun’s sour editorial judgment) 
which will be watched by hundreds of 
millions the world over thereby earn- 
ing the Beeb and the country bumper 
export earnings. Just sit tight on Mon- 
day and think of England. 
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Police regrets 
are not enough 

I HE CASE of Richard 

I O’Brien, who died daring 
his arrest and detention by 
the Metropolitan Police 
(Handcuffed wan unlawfully 
killed, November 11) raises 
profound questions concern- 
ing racism, negligence and 
brutality. Institutionalised 
within, police, prison and 
special hospital custody. But 
the comments of the South- 
wark coroner. Sir Montague 
Levine, miss the point 

He recognises a need for 
better training, education in 
monitoring and effective med- 
ical back-up for arresting offi- 
cers who use restraint tech- 
niques. He wants research 
into restraint-related injuries. 
All well and good. But none of 
this would have saved Rich- 
ard O'Brien. 

For the jury to reach the 
verdict it did. they had to be 
convinced that Richard 
O’Brien was the victim of a 
purposeful assault unjusti- 
fied and sustained, directly 
leading to his death. 

This is not the first occa- 
sion on which a chief consta- 
ble has issued a statement of 
regret But such words are 
meaningless if they are not 
accompanied by effective in- 
vestigation and a commit- 
ment to prosecution of those 
unlawful' actions deeply em- 
bedded within police prac- 
tices. Broad policy statements 


and operational guidelines 
are 'little but empty rhetoric 
while police officers, as amah 
ter of routine, abuse mas, 
women, and children on the 
basis of social class, ethnicity, 
gender or sexuality. 

Prof Phil Sera ton and 
Kathryn Chadwick. 

Centre for Studies In Crime 
and Social Justice. 

Edge Hfll University College, 
OrxDsklrk. Lancs L39 4QT. 

Roads ahead 


R EPORTS of the Depart- 
ment of Transport's 
efforts to put a precise price 
on environmental issues as 
diverse as noise, air pollution 
and landscape degradation 
(£4bn health bill from smog, 
November 14) give a depress- 
ing indication of how tt may 
Intend to take forward its 
great transport debate. 

For too long the DoT has 
made cost-benefit analysis the 
centra! pillar cf its decision- 
making on road schemes. 
Simply broadening the scope 
of this methodology in a vain 
effort to address a wider set of 
environmental issues will do 
little to calm public concern. 
Attempts to put a price on 
tranquillity or the beauty of a 
landscape have rightly been 
discredited in the past 
The DOT should look for 
ways of info rming its deci- 
sions which involve commu- 
nities in transport plannin g 
and assessing the frill envi- 
ronmental impacts of differ- 
ent transport options. 
mil Matson. 

Transport and Energy 

Campaigner, 

Council for the Protection 
of Rural England, 

25 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W OPP. 


Our ecstatic choices 


T HE CURRENT debate 
about drugs throws 
mere light on adult cul- 
ture than it does an youth cul- 
ture. As young people grow 
into adulthood they learn that 
there are choices, and one 
area for choice concerns drug 
use. They learn from adults 
that the choice is not "yes” or 
“no” but •‘which”? 

They have four matn play- 
ers to choose from — nicotine, 
alcohol. Ecstasy and mari- 
juana. What young people 
need most is the opportunity 
to dismiss these options, so 
their choice is based an accu- 
rate information. This has 
been our starting point with 
our own teenage children. 

The first premise is that all 
substances taken in excess are 
harmful — this includes car- 
rot juice. Second, in weighing 


tiie four drugs against aadh 
other, nicotine Is by far toe 
most lethal. Alcohol is a killer, 
too, but only when taken in 
large quantities. 

Pure Ecstasy is relatively 
safe (much safer than nico- 
tine) but, because it is Illegal, 
ttK quality cannot be guaran- 
teed, so the stakes are high if 
Infrequent (a bit like the lot- 
tery). Making it legal and 
available by prescription 
would guarantee its safety and 
take away its cach£, as well as 
earning the Exchequer some 
duty. Marijuana is safe, and 
though its quality varies, poor 
marijuana is disappointing 
rather than dangerous. 

So, what choice would you 
make as a young person enter- 
ing adulthood? Where do 
young poeple find this oppor- 
tunity for level-headed debate? 


Indeed, where do parents find 
support for this kind of mea- 
sured discussion with their 
youngsters? 

MarkDoeL 
44 Psalter Lane, 

Sheffield S118YN. 


Y OUR leader (The hard les- 
sons of Leah Betts, No- 
vember 15) rightly emphasises 
that for ding education to be 
effective “there is no point in 
denying the benefits (plea- 
sure) if you wish your warn- 
ings about the dangers ... to 
be takgn seriously.” This was 
recognised by the Department 
for Education an its draft cir- 
cular on drug education 
issued in October 1994. which 
stated: “AH pupils need accu- 
rate information on which to 
base their decisions about 
drug use. This should mrlndi* 
... a realistic account of their 
aii r actiy aness ...” 

However, when the revised 
circular was issued in May 
this year, the final phrase was 
missing. This is. I think, a 
good example cf the difficul- 
ties that educators face in tell- 
ing young people the truth 
about drugs — if they explore 
the real reasons for drug use, 
they wont gBt political sup- 
port for putting across a credi- 
ble message to young people. 
Richard Ives, 
independent consultant on 
young people and drugs, 

23 Heathvflle Rd, 

London NI9 3AL. 

R BETTS’S question 
“Why is ft that young- 
sters cannot listen?” is based 
upon an erroneous premise. 
Many young people do listen 


until — and beyond — the 
point where they realise that 
information 'is generalised, 
unspecific and/or inaccurate. 
Most, at around this point 
switch off. Young people take 
(nnoontaminated) Ecstasy due 
to a lack of communication, 
natural pleasure or meaning- 
ful prospects, and the lowest 
standard of living in Europe 
combined with the highest 
level of hypocrisy. Youngsters 
wfll not stop taking drugs and 
the official media will not pro- 
vide objective information 
about it Caught in between 
are people like Leah Betts. 
Pascale. 

Aged 19, Ecstasy user. 

T HERE are only two 
reasons why people start 
taking drugs: peer pressure 
and pusher pressure. Pusher 
pressure can be eliminated 
simply by denying them, and 
their overlords, their vast 
profits, ie by legalising drugs. 
Peer pressure can be reduced 
by spending on education the 
money now wasted on crimi- 
nal prohibition. 

Tony Payne. 

2 Old Br ampt on Road, 

London SW73DQ, 


YOUNG girl lies dying in 
because the Ec- 
stasy that she bought was not 
legally ma n ufactured in this 
country. If it was legally man- 
ufactured here by a reputable 
chemical company then it 
would be subject to checks etc. 
That would ensure it was safe 
to be taken. 

Jim Tidy. 

50 Markend e r s Close, 
Aylesfbrd ME20 7JE. 



NO, I CArt’T SAY I HAVE 
mouCjHTCF PRiVAnSlMQ 
THE' CIVIL- SERVICE. 
RenRtfslOANO 

THEN QOrrtQ 
ONTO 7HS 
Board OF ^ 

PfREcToRS 



What made Mr Gladstone run 


I N HIS affectionate apprecia- 
tion of Mr Gladstone’s phe- 
nomenal energy (Gladstone at 
the age of 83, going on 50, No- 
vember 15), David McKie 
rightly Identifies motivation 
as tbe key Ingredient Failure 
to grasp the true significance 

of this simple-looking fact 

may do mare than any other 
single factor to lose the 
“young dudes on today's Tory 

benches" the next election. 

The Tory reforms that are 
supposed to have galvanised 
British industry and society 
have been based on a crude 
belief that people are moti- 
vated by personal gain, al- 
ways expressed in monetary 
terms. In short everyone has 
his or her price, from Cedric 
Brown to poor Sid. Offer a 
sufficient financial incentive 


and all will give their best 
Thin is Htf intellectual under- 
pinning of tide Government's 
insistence on performance- 
related pay as part of every 
public sector pay deal 
It cannot be repeated too 
often that there is no empiri- 
cal basis for this belief. It is 
pure dogma, which ha p p ens 
to fly, in the face of every inde- 
pendent study. Not only has 

p e rfo r mance-related pay been 
Shown a gain and a gntn not to 
motivate, even in the private 
sector, but it cannot help 
undermining the notion erf 
public service, which was (me 
of Mr Gladstone’s most pre- 
cious legacies. 

David Gladstone. 

Great great great nephew. 

1 Mountfort Terrace, 

London N1 1 JJ. 


Faith in the funding of the faithful 


O UR experience at the prac- 
tical concern shown by 
congregations countrywide 
for victims of Inner-city depri- 
vatinn maiw us fa«>i that opti- 
mism is far more justifiable 
than toe Bishop of Liverpool’s 
reported remarks may suggest 
(Bishops in plea to save 
churches, November 15). 

All but a tiny handful of the 
43 dioceses have responded so 
strongly to the appeal cf the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 
the original Faith hi The City 
report that they have met — 
and to many cases are now go- 
ing on to exceed — their fund- 
raising targets ranging from 
£50,000 to £1,500.000. The fact 
that dose on half these dio- 


ceses are made up of rural, or 
comparatively affluent sub- 
urban, areas defeats the argu- 
ment that rank-and-file 
churchgoers are uncommit- 
ted. This year so far £2,230.000 
has betel given to 127 projects. 
77 of them just starting. 

None of this would have 
been possible If ordinary 
people and congregations ail 
over faigland were pulling up 
the drawbridge In the face cf 
crying human need far 
removed from their own 
neighbourhood. 

Geoff Marsh. 

Acting Secretary. 

Church Urban Fund, 

2 Great Peter Street. 

London SW1P3LX. 


T HE quality of worship, cf 
faith, and indeed of life in 
poorer areas, has a tremen- 
dous amount to teach the 
more comfortable, hi Richard 
Harries’s book. Is There A 
Gospel For The Rich, he 
makes the point cf the need 
for tiie doctor and recipient to 
relate to each other, to have 
human contact — a relation- 
ship. The practical answer to 
this is for the more comfort- 
able parishes to link with 
those poorer ones, to share 
worship and human contact 

as wed as money. 
PUlipHamlyn Williams. 

Hill House, 

Hoby, Melton Mowbray, 

Leics LE14 3DT. 


Children first 


N ATIONAL Family Media- 
tion is in no way dismis- 
sive of the Family Court Wel- 
fare Service (Letters, 
November 14). Our concern in 
writing was that this particu- 
lar divorce bill, which we see 
as fitting well with the Chil- 
dren Act, was not being de- 
bated with file concerns about 
children at itsfbrefront 
Thelma Fisher. 

Director, 

National Family Mediation, 

9 Tavistock Place, 

London, WCIH9SN. 


Letters to tbe Editor may be 
faxed on 01 71 837 4530 or sent 
-by post to 1 19 Farringdon Road, 
London EC1R 3ER, and by e- 
mail to letters@guardlan.co.uk. 
Please Include a full postal 
address and daytime telephone 
number, even in e-mailed 
letters. We regret we cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We may edit them for clarity 
and concision. 


A Country Diary 


Brown bricks 
to rebuild jobs 


ALTHOUt 

/AGordon 


LTHOUGH I agree with 
Brown (Putting 
duty into opportunity, No- 
vember 11) that there is a des- 
perate need for a properly- 
funded employment plan for 
the under-Ms, the scope of the 
package must be broadened to 
include the whole non-work- 
ing population. 

The concept of community, 
destroyed ter foe Conserva- 
tives, must be rebuilt so that 
it includes everyone: a person 
with no chance <rf re-employ- 
ment needs a sense of serf- 
worth every bit as much as 
someone who has never been 
employed- By treating the 
over-25s just as we treat the 
under-2Ss, we can reform an 
elaborate and integrated com- 
munity. Within charity pro- 
jects the skills of the older 
generation can be passed on 
to the younger generation, in- 
creasing both generations* 
understanding of each other 
and restoring mutual respect 
This welded community 
does not need to be told in a 
patronising tone, as Gordon 
Brown would suggest of its- 
‘ ‘responsibilities ” . There is 
no need to tell someone who 
has just rebuilt a burnt-out 
house that they have some 
responsibility towards soci- 
ety, as they will have been 
helping build a responsible 
society with every bride they 
have laid. 

Paf Turner. 

123b Bathurst Gardens, 
London NW10 5JJ. 

G ORDON Brown high- 
lights inadequacies in 
Labour's new policy-making 
process. Missing from his 
analysis is any mention of the 
individual’s role in co-operat- 
ing in social and economic 
regeneration in areas of 
multiple deprivation. There is 
no reference to the significant 
role that young people can 
play In their own community 
organisations, in creating co- 
operative solutions to individ- 
ual and community problems. 

From Scottish experience, 
local community develop- 
ment and community eco- 
nomic development provides 
considerable scope for em- 
powering citizen’s action 
through state-financial sup- 
port There is plenty of scope 
for developing effective vol- 
untary co mmiinttarUm poli- 
cies that have their roots in 
Robert Owen's philosophy of 
cooperation. 

Sustainable regeneration 
requi res the establishment of 
strong and vibrant commu- 
nity structures, which can 
carry forward development 
and sustain improvements 
based on public participation. 

David S mith. 

216 Stow Hill, 

Newport, Gwent NP9 4HA. 


WEARDALE, CO DURHAM: 
This nameless woodland is al- 
most too small to reg ister on 
the ordnance survey map, 
where it Is marked as little 
mare than a broadening of the 
belt of trees that separates 
river from farmland. It sits in 
a pocket in tbe river bank, 
trapped against a low diffi 
This afternoon the brandies 
are almost still and the sunlit 
crowns of the tall, spindly syc- 
amores and birches sway 
gently against a clear blue 
sky. I can hear faint gurglings 
from the river not far away. 
Here in the woodland. I can 
hear autumn; the sounds of a 
constant rain of leaves spin- 
ning down, colliding with 
twigs, bouncing off branches 
and tree trunks and pattering 
onto the woodland floor. Last 
nighTs hard frost finally loos- 
ened the grip of leaf stalks. 
The icicles that grew where 

water seeps from the cliff have 

not thawed all day and the 
leaves crunch underfoot a top 
layer, that dried in the morn- 
ing sun before it fell to earth, 
covering yesterday's damp 
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layer that is welded together 
by ice crystals. This little 
woodland does not retain its 
yellow and brown carpet for 
king. There Is no gentle moul- 
dering away of last year's 
leaves. Sometime during 
oitery winter, usually when 
snow melts in foe upper dale, 
the river rises and reclaims 
foe frill extent of its banks. 
Floodwaters swirl through the 
trees, scouring away fallen 
leaves and replacing them 
with a thick, fertile layer cf 
alt. smothering the wild gar- 
lic, ground elder, sweet cicely 
and snowdrops on the wood- 
land floor. When the floods 
suteide rabbits re- excavate 
fofiir drowned burrows and, 
by spring, the woodland flow- 
ers have pushed their way up 
“rough the rivers deposits. 
Then it seems like . a rmr-mn i 
woodland, unless you look up- 
wards. The clusters of 
Ws TOd twigs lodged at 
head height in the tended 
bwel underttoiy are the only 
aridence of the violent events 
or winter. 

^ PHIL GATES 

U- „ f. 
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Diary 


Edward Pilkington 




rHATA Messing to 
learn there is still a 
measure ofbononr 
♦among gentlemen. Take 

Dominic Lawson -*■ son of 
Nigel — and Alexander 
Chancellor, The two old. 
friends share membership 
of the Garrick dnbto which 
Chancellor nominated Law- 
son. Their careers also ran 

parallel. Alex edited the 
Spectator magazine in the 
early eighties, Dom in the 
early nineties. Alex joined 
the Sunday Telegraph as 
editor of Its new colour 


Dom tookoveraB command 

of t&e paper six weeks later. 

How unfortunate, then, 
that Dom should have 
sacked hie good friend only 
days after taking office. Cat- 
ions, yqn say? Not a bit. 

Dom stnck the knife in with 
utmost gentility . as if put- 
ting a beloved pet to sleep. 
After a face^to-face dis- 
missal in which not a sharp 
word was exchanged, Dom 

senthischmna valedictory 

letter as touching as any 
Shakespeare sonnet. “How 
much I admired your dig- 
nity and courage during our 
conversation. R has only 
served to make me think 
even morehighly of you. ” 
And they said deportment 
was a thing of the past. 


T HE DIARY is delighted 
to have been paid a call 
by DSP Tirodkar all 
the way from Goa, India. He 
Is on a European tour to 
publicise the First World 
Conference on Urine Ther- 
apy to be held In Goa next 
February. It will launch the 
' “amber fluid” as a cure to 
Aids, cancer and a host of 
other ailments. In anticipa- 
tion of a deluge of applica- 
tions, I must decline to act 
as conduit for those wishing 
to attend the conference. 
But you can contact Molly 
Ratcliffe on 0171-713 7071. 
The first to book his or her 
place cam ebrim from the 
Diary a bottle of golden liq- 
uid — champagne or home- 
brew, take your pick. 


T HE HOUSE of Com- 
mons library would 
like Patrick Nicholls, 
MP for Teignbridge, to col- 
lect the two books he or- 
dered a week ago. Nicholls, 
the first politician to be 
referred to the new sleaze 
commissioner for peddling 
parliamentary clout in 
return for company shares, 
requested: Understanding 
And Influencing The Corri- 
dors OfPower and Lobbying 
— Putting .The Business - 
Case To Government. * 


JR DASTARDLY con- 
trick is doing the 
^^uroundsafFleet 
Street- Were it not for the 
Diary’s alertness we may 
well have been fooled. It 
comes in the form of a press 
release from Steve Stevens 
— the implausible name 
provides the first give-away 
clue —circulated yesterday 
to coincide with' the BBC’s 
seminar on “taste and de- 
cency”. Stevie Stevens, 
from Worthing, West Sus- 
sex, pretends to be a succes- 
sor toJMary Whitehonse, 
trumpeting that “evil tri- 
umphs when good men do 
nothing about if '.He then 
gives the results of media 
research-showing that in 
just 10 BBC programmes 
676 offensive words were 
used. Ifhe had stopped 
there he may ha vb pulled off 
the deception. But be goes 
on to list the words in ques- 
tion — such disgusting, foul 
and unnatural terms yon 
have not heard. Like arse 
(used 73 times), shit (228) 
and, most horrifically, God 
damn (77). Either Steven 
Stevie has a rather twisted 
tasteJhr publishing nasty 
language, or — more likely 
— Ue is a prankster without 
an ounce of decency. 


A T THE risk of initiat- 
ing an epidemic of 
boredom, the PITs 
understudy, Michael Hesel- 
tine, makes his third 

successive Diary appear- 
ance. It’s that tie again. Pre- 
sumably he believed on 
Remembrance Day that he 
was wearing the commis- 
sioned officers’ tie of the 
Brigade of Guards — the 
regiment to which be be- 
longed for at least a couple 
of weeks. Now we are reli- 
ably informed that the tie’s 
bright stripes symbolise the 
lowlier breed of warrant of- 
ficer. The cock-up has one 
redeeming feature: for once 
Ozymandias has been - 
wider-selling himself. 


O NE QUESTION in the 
Di-namite story ap- 
pears to have been 
overlooked. Why did the 
princess visitBroadmoor, 
home to crazed sex fiends, 
in such a skimpy dress? . 



Both sides fight the 
social phantom 


COMMENT AND ANALYSIS 1 1 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


W! 


HETHER Tony 
Blair remains in 
any particular 
what used to be 
called a socialist is a question 
to which the affirmative 
answer now depends on a 
single policy. Clause Four has 
gone, penal income tax Is for 
the birds, and there is no such 
th in g as a socialist foreign pol- 
icy. But the Labour Party has 
remained primordially com- 
mitted to the social chapter of 
the Maastricht Treaty, the text 
of “social” Europe. Has this, 
too, gone the way cf all incon- 
veniences? It is as much a de- 
fining issue, in gut .electoral 
politics, as anything in the 
thinnest and most political 
Queen's Speech many MPs 
can remember. 

Mr Blair was once explicit 
about social Europe. At the 
party conference, he made an 
unqualified pledge to attach 
Britain to die social chapter, 
from which Mr Major secured 


his famous opt-out at Maas- 
tricht The party, reeling from 
foe assaults of new Labourism, 
felt much reassured. But now, 
on his. long glide through the 
establishment, Mr Blair is 
received in triumph for 
apparently telling the CBI 
what it wants to hear, namely 
that the social chapter will not, 
after all. escape the discretion- 
ary judgment of a Labour cabi- 
net. Labour, he tmpiws is well 
aware of the social costs 
through which the chap t er 
might, to its en t i r ety, rfiga hle 
foe British economy and kill 
British jobs. Ear from being ac- 
cepted whole, “each piece cf 
legislation will be judged on its 
merits”. To which Tory minis , 
ter&are resp onding with incre- 
dulity at his deception, or his 
ignorance. The truth, as usual, 
femora complicated. Each side 
is manipulating reality to its 
advantage, while concealing 
foe facts and trends that really 


Mr Blair was being less 
than candid. Adopting the 
Maastricht social protoort, as 
it is properly called, into Brit- 
ish treaty law, would not 
mpgn Bri tain suddenly sub- 
mitting herself to a raft of em- 
ployment rules defined and 
imposed by dreaded socialist 
Europe. For one thing, the 
protocol says nothing about 
neuralgic matters such as 
Strike laws or foa niiTihimm 


wage. For another, many of Its 
subclauses — on social secu- 
rity, for example, or unem- 
ployment protection, or the 
very role of trade unions — 
can be activated only by unan- 
imous votes. On all social mat- 
ters, very broadly dgfltwd, a 
massive amount of consulta- 
tion already has to happen be- 
fore any directive is made. 

Nonetheless, there are areas 
where every signatory has to 
submit to the will of a 
weighted majority. On work- 
tog conditions — splendid 
catch-all rubric — gender 
equality and anything to do 
with the “information grid 
consultation of workers”, ma- 
jorities rule. So there might be 
times when a Blair govern- 
ment was compelled to accept 
social provisions which it bad 
argued against. Ministers 
could not entirely control the 
social regime nor, therefore, 
make good foe assurances the 
leader wafted to front of the 
CBI — assuming they wight 
ever disagree with the social 
standards the European Com- 
mission was bringing for- 
ward. What, however, might 
this mean in practice? Here 
comes the Tory contribution 
to mystifying the public. Ear 
from the social protocol being 
an engine of reactionary 
socialism, it has so for pushed 
to completion but a single di- 
rective, providing fix- works 


councils in large businesses. 
Three others are in the pipe- 
line: expanding rights to pa- 
rental leave, refining the 
rights of. part-time workers 
and, In cases of sex discrimi- 
nation, transferring the bur 
den cf proof from employee to 
employer. These may make 
their way into a finished state, 
requiring the different 
countries to pass domestic 
laws, some time next year. Op- 
posing all cf them, Tory Brit- 
ain has opted out not only of 
the effects but of the argu- 
ment. This Is what Blair says 
he wants to change. 

Here we come to the larger 
realities, the true political 
context which transcends 
these legalistic half-truths. 
Again, it cuts both ways. 

The fact is that Britain’s ab- 
sence from foe table whenever 
the social protocol ia Invoked 
has had constructive impor- 
tance. Actually, Britain 
remains physically present, 
but Is permitted to speak only 
at the invitation cf the chair- 
man: permission that was de- 
nied throughout ppqgag p q£ 
the works council directive. 
But, being In substance a non- 
p layer, Britain has an influ- 
ence. One cf foe reasons why 
so little social legislation has 
come forward is precisely the 
knowledge that Britain has ex- 
empted herself from it The 
other members are less than 
zealous to pursuit of social 
costs and benefits for which 
the offshore competitor does 
not always have to pay. More 
subtly, they may also be 
pleased to make the protocol 
seem innocuous, foe more eas- 
ily to lure a future British gov- 
ernment into it 

So Mr Blair is not entirely 
right to say that the opt-out 
has removed British influ- 
ence. On the other ha™*, thi« 
is only one reason for the iner- 
tia of “Europe" in the social 
field. That has much to do. 


also, with the trajectory on 
which Europe finds itself both 
politically and economically, 
which is now more congruent 
with British ideas than those 
of Jacques Defers. 

Politically, the Commission 
thinks it prudent to intervene 
much less. It has vowed to 
restrain its suggestions for 
new law. In Brussels yester- 
day. they were saying that the 
biggest reason for the thinness 
cf the social programme was 
that “we have done our 
■work". With the internal mar- 
ket almost complete, the need 
for more directives was dry- 
ing up. There will be no great 
advances in “social” Europe, 
whether Major or Blair is in 
power in London. 

This is happening in paral- 
lel with economic develop- 
ments. Which national econo- 
my in the whole of Europe 
exhibits any likely tendency, 
whatever the rhetoric of some 
leaders, to push for increases 
In social costs, when 80 mil- 
lion Europeans are unem 
ployed? Where are the radi- 
cals who win force foe pace 
beyond what an avowedly con- 
servative Labour government 
wants to accept? It is true that 
the whole European enter- 
prise, starting with the Treaty 
cf Rome and extending far 
wider than the Maastricht 
protocol, has always been 
steeped in social aspirations, 
which are reflected in the pri 
orities both of the Commis- 
sion and the Court But global 
perceptions are changing that. 

and not only in London. 

The small print may be 
against Mr Blair and the lin- 
guistic manoeuvres with 
which he seeks to reassure the 
business class. But foe large 
message is different It sug- 
gests that the social chapter is 
a phantom enemy, and that 
those who conjure it up are 
growing ever more desperate 
to reinvent the past 



A. KA a ^ Z£ 

David Sharrock and Patrick Wintour ask whether the gulf between Britain and 
Sinn Fein in the delicate Ulster negotiations nowthreatens the 1 5 months of peace 

Once more to the brink 


S INCE THE IRA 
ceasefire started 15 
mouths ago, there 
have been more 
turning points and 
moments of truth than even 
the over-blown rhetoric of the 
Irish peace process can stom- 
ach. Yet, in spite of a burst of 
inter-governmental optimism 


in London and Dublin last 
night, this still appears to be 
the most irreconcilable junc- 
ture since the guns fen silent. 
Unless ' one side or other 
backs down in the next few 
weeks, it is likely President 
Clinton'e visit to Ireland at 
the end of the month will not 
be marked by celebrations, 
but a grim realisation that the 
bullet may be about to return 
to Irish politics. Indeed Presi- 
dent Clinton may yet not 
come. Washington aides have 
said that he will not come to 
Belfast simply to turn on the 
Chris tmas lights: 

Last weekend relations be- 
tween Dublin and London 
darkened when the Irish 
prime minister John Bruton, 
speaking on the. eve of 
Remembrance Day, seemed to 
urge for more concessions 
from Britain. Bruton and 
John Major are again to 
active correspondence, frying 
to break the deadlock. Yet 
Gerry Adams is currently In 
Washington for a last throw 
of the Irish- American dice, 
seeing White House officials 


about the prospective collapse 
of the process. And Unionist 
leaders, on the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Anglo-Irish Agree- 
ment showed a united front 
yesterday, warning Britain 
not to make concessions. 

Ston Fein remains desper- 
ate to avoid issuing threats 
but there is now a resignedly 
fatalistic attitude that some 
return, to violence la a very 
real possibility. Tn that event 
the Government has assidu- 
ously prepared the ground- 
work for laying the blame 
squarely at the feet of the 
republicans. But peace is not 
just the absence of violence 


and the political vacuum 
which has widened- in the. 
long months of the ceasefire 
now looks dangerously vul- 
nerable to the bid certainties 
of the gun and bomb. 

The massive bombs inter- 
cepted by the Garda last Fri- 
day, for instance, illustrated 
just how much 'is at stake. It 
looks almost certain to have 
been the work of the military 
wing of Republican Sinn 
Fein, the t raditionalis ts who 
split from Mr Adams’s organi- 
sation in the mid-1980s. The 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew siezed 
upon it as the perfect example 
of why some decommission- 
ing of paramilitary weaponry 
must take place before alt 
party talks can begin. Nobody 
in the security field would 
agree with that avyMgtmflri 
In fect the two bombs, total- 
ling LTOOlbs, were made en- 
tirely from home-made explo- 
sives. The Army and SUC 
agree that the greatest threat 
posed by a resurgent Provi- 
sional IRA campaign would 
come from the Mark 15 ‘'bar- 
rack buster" bomb and the 
vehicle 1 bomb — both con- 
structed entirely from impro- 
rirod luaterial and the inge- 
nuity of the IRA's engineers. 
No matter how much of its 
arsenal the IRA decommis- 
sioned in advance of talks, it 
could rapidly re-arm if it so 
desired. 

But behind the British de- 
mand for a start to decommis- 
stoning lies the original ques- 
tion of the permanency of the 
ERA ceasefire, first posed by 
John Major immediately after 
it called its "complete cessa- 
tion cf military operations". 
Is Sum Fein’s cammitxnmt to 
peacefol, democratic methods 
total or tactical? In trying to 
assess that foe Government 
formulated what has become 
known as the Washington 
test, because it was an- 
nounced by Sir Patrick in the 
US capital earlier this year at 
a particularly low point in 
Anglo-American relations. 


President Clinton had just ap- 
proved the lifting of the ban 
oar Sinn Fein raising funds 
there. Since then, diplomats 
on both aides of the Atlantic 
and the Irish Sea have been 
seeking to build a consensus 
around the “twin-track 
process". 

On the one track, there 
would be preliminary bilat- 
eral talks between foe North- 
ern political parties and the 
two Governments which 
would hopefully lead to all- 
party negotiations, and, on 
the other, the establishment 
of an independent interna- 
tional body to consider how 
best to achieve the removal , of 
the gun from Irish politics. It 
is feir to say that progress has 
not been rapid. At the heart of 
the mteraatl final body, hi 
London’s view, rested Its 
Washington test: a wining- 


The loyalists have 
commandeered 
the moral high 
ground with their 
‘no first strike* 


ness in principle to disarm 
progressively, discussion of 
methods for doing so and 
thirdly a start to the process 
as "a tangible confidence- 
building measure”. 

ft is Washington Three to 
which Sum Fein says it can- 
not sign up, describing such a 
condition to entering talks as 
a demand, for an IRA surren- 
der. But fixe Government 
counters by arguing that such 
a condition is indispensable 
to get all the Unionist parties 
around the table with 
Sum Fein to discuss a politi- 
cal settlement free from foe 
threat of a return to violence 
by republicans. 

In the middle stands John 
Bruton's Irish coalition gov- 
ernment By trying to accom- 


modate both sides, Mr Bruton 
has only succeeded in convey- 
ing foe Impression that be is 
vacillating, subject to the lat- 
est pressure from northern 
nationalists. Downing Street 
or his own Foreign minister 
Dick Spring. The worst mo- 
ment of the year for him came 
with foe cancellation of foe 
Chequers summit, after 
which it emerged that senior 
Sinn Fein leaders warned 
there would be “bodies on foe 
streets'' if Dublin signed up to 
foe British definition of foe 
aims and purpose of the de- 
commissioning body. There 
was also disagreement as to 
whether a target date or a 
fixed date should be set for 
foe start of all-party talks. 

What is not in doubt is that 
prior to and immediately 
following foe IRA ceasefire 
the political parties in the 
Irish republic shared Lon- 
don’s view that guns would 
have to be handed over before 
substantive political talks got 
under way. Mr Bruton and 
Mr Spring have felled to pro- 
vide convincing arguments 
why their view has since 
changed. To unionists and 


London it appears that Dublin 
has simply capitulated to 
Northern nationalist pres- 
sure. If this were the case, 
what hope then for a satisfac- 
tory outcome to all-party 
talks? 

And in spite of all foe de- 
nials. London has watered 
down its disarmament de- 
mands too. In the latest 
refinement of its stance, the 
“building blocks" proposals 
released by Michael Artcram 
at the close of a hot and heavy 
meeting with Sinn Fein two 
weeks ago, the Washington 
Three test does not appear at 
all in how it envisages foe 
work of the international 
body. It would be "advisory 
rather than operational at 
this stage. Subsequently in 
foe light cf its report and 
subject to its acceptability to 
all concerned, foe body might 
have a role to play in verifica- 


tion", the paper says. The 
Government would, however, 
reserve its right to insist 
upon the start to decommis- 
sioning, separate from foe 
body's work. Unionists do not 
believe the Government sus- 
pecting that once the interna- 
tional body concluded that all 
the parties were committed to 
peaceful methods London 
would simply accept that and 
call the talks. Sinn Fein takes 
foe opposite view, seeing foe 
body as a trap. 

Curiously, for perhaps the 
first time since foe ceasefire 
was called, Mr Adams is run- 
ning dangerously close to ap- 
pearing intransigent — a de- 
scription normally reserved 
for Unionists. He has gone to 
Washington with one idea- — 
that Downing Street sets a 
firm date for the start of all- 
party talks, not simply a tar- 
get date. By contrast, the po- 
litical representatives of foe 
loyalist paramilitaries have 
commandeered the moral 
high ground with their “no 
first strike” declaration, 
which they have urged the 
IRA to follow suit without 
success. The Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble's pro- 
posals for an elected assembly 
or convention have also at- 
tracted some positive atten- 
tion from London and Dublin 
as a means of maintaining 
political momentum. He will 
push these ideas at a meeting 
with Mr Major today. And 
tomorrow 88 prisoners will 
walk free from the Maze 
prison — television images 
which will hardly do much to 
convince President Clinton 
that London Is dragging its 
feet But with the political 
objectives cf Northern Ire- 
land's political parties so po- 
larised, Dublin and London's 
only remaining option is to 
consult H^eL cross foeir An- 
gers and trust to the cunning 
of history. After IS months of 
a near-perfect peace, would 
the people cf Northern Ire- 
land be prepared to tolerate a 
return to violence? 


Why I won’t be 
voting Tory 
at the election 



Julian Critchley 


L ORD Teb bit’s late con- 
version (he now believes 
we should all be “nice 
to one another), has done 
nothing to convince me that 
the Tories are a band of 
brothers. A passing glance 
will tell you that we never 
have been, and we are un- 
likely ever to become so. 

The Labour Party pays lip 
service to equality, but Tories 
have never had much time for 
fraternity. “Liberty" is writ- 
ten on all our caps, but poli- 
tics is too competitive a sport 
for anyone to love his neigh- 
bour, not that Is, for any 
length of time. 

So far 44 Tories have an- 
nounced their retirement at 
the next election. Their places 
will be taken by an assort- 
ment of odds and sods, few of 
whom seem likely to belong to 
the one-nation school of con- 
temporary Conservatism, 
that is to foe moderate wing 
of the party. Sir Nicholas 
Scott’s victory over Michael 
Fallon Is a welcome 
exception. 

Margaret Thatcher’s legacy 
is to leave behind a group of 
the dispossessed who are 
striving to became adopted 
for safe seats. Michael Fallon, 
John Maples, Oliver Letwln 
and Tim Janman. to name but 
a few, a mixture of the clever 
and the crass. Most will even- 
tually take their seats in Par- 
liament But sadly, foe Tory 
party seems unlikely to win 
the next election. Ken Clarke 
could pull a rabbit out of foe 
hat but were we to be de- 
feated in 1996, the rmnp of the 
party would be an unattrac- 
tive blend of English national- 
ists, radicals and populists. 
Little Englanders, we would 
be out of office for eight years 
or more. John Major would 
not want to be leader of such 
an opposition: Michael Hesel- 
tine will apply for the Chil- 
tern Hundreds where, no 
doubt he would spend his 
time planting rare and exotic 
trees in place of the beech. 
John Redwood would defeat 
Ken Clarke for the leadership 
of the “new” Conservative 
Party. At least we would be 
spared Michael Portillo. 

In the scramble to pick up 
winnable seats which have 
been recast by the Boundary 
Commission, Bill Cash has 
already been selected for 
Stone In Staffordshire. As an 
articulate, if exceedingly bor- 
ing, anti-European, Cash, 
who has been a thorn in foe 
side of John Major ever since 
the last election, was given a 
free ride, owing to the sudden 
and unexpected decision of 
Sir David Knox, a moderate 
pro-European, not to permit 


his name to go forward. There 
was much discontent among 
the local Tories at Cash being 
given foe seat on a platter, a 
minority urging foe officers 
of the association to invite 
others to come forward to 
make a contest of the selec- 
tion. Sadly, they could not 
persuade the constituency 

chairman. 

Chris Gill Is another Con- 
servative who would take us 
out of Europe. (Indeed he 
went further at a fringe meet- 
ing of the party conference at 
Blackpool: “If I go down at foe 
next election. I am going 
down fighting, and I think my 
party should take a leaf out of 
my book . . ." What could he 
have meant? Presumably that 
defeat Is preferable to Euro- 
pean unity.) Gill sits far Lud- 
low where, it so happens. 1 
will spend my retirement 
Should I then vote for Gill at 
the election? Should any Tory 
who has been pro-Europe 
since foe days of Harold Mac- 
millan, and a member of foe 
One Nation Group of Tories, 
be obliged to vote for a candi- 
date who not only lost the 
party whip in 1994. but voted 
for John Redwood in 1995, 
and does not seem to care 
whether his party wins or 
not? I shall sit on my hands. 
Blair’s New Labour Party 
holds no attraction for me 
and nothing on earth would 
persuade me to vote for foe 
Liberals. 

An age in which deference 
is dead has not been without 
its effect upon the kind of 
people who make up constitu- 
ency Tory associations. Like 
chooses like, and a party that 
the officer «!»«> hn« largely 
abandoned prefers to pick a 
candidate in its own image. 

must mean a less 
well-educated, deeply 
prejudiced and chauvin- 
ist Conservative Party, 
which, with what was once 
regarded as a healthy indif- 
ference to the Central Office 
list at candidates- to-be, falls 
all too easily fix* die second- 
rate. “Let politicians and not 
judges decide the length of a 
prison sentence," they cry. 
“Foreigners buy their A- 
levels,” (Portillo) and 
'Europe is nothing more than 
Germany writ large,” are but 
a sample of their beliefs. 

It is all Margaret’s fault A 
simple woman who was too 
big for her boots, she turned 
what was essentially a non- 
political political party, a 
party cf few but essential be- 
liefs — such as the rule of 
law, the Monarchy and the 
freedom of the individual — 
into an ideological crusade, 
the objectives of which are 
either unattainable or unde- 
sirable. A Britain isolated 
from America and Europe, 
world-wide free trade, and 
zero inflation. Little wonder 
Tony Blair is laughing all the 
way to the bank. 


Julian Critchley is the 
Conservative MP tor Aldershot 
This article appeared In 
yesterday's London Evening 
Standard. 
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Bloggs 
and 
boxer 
team up 


B RASH boxer Prince 
Naseem (right with 
model) yesterday 
teamed op wi t h brash Man- 
cunian fashion company 
Joe Bloggs to enter the 
sportswear business. 

The WBO featherweight' 
title-holder of Yemini par- 
entage from Win co bank, 
Sheffield, crossed the Pen- 
nines to announce a charity 
auction of tracksuits made 
to his design by Joe Bloggs, 
which Is launching a sports 
label to complement its 
jeans and knitwear. 

Set up nine years ago by 
Shami Ahmed, Joe Bloggs 
exports to Europe, the Far 
East and Australia. 

The auction proceeds will 
go to the Yemini Economic 
and Training Centre in 
Sheffield, where 82 per cent 
of Yeminis are jobless. 

PHOTOGRAPH: OAVE KB4DALL 



Twin setbacks for Chancellor as recovery, stalls • Jobless figures rise and high-street spending falls 


Clarke’s Budget hopes hit 


Larry Efflot t a nd 
Richard Thomas 


T HE CHANCELLOR, 
Kermeth Clarke, was 
itoit a d nmhip pre- 

Budget blow yester- 
day when the first 
rise in unemployment in two 
years and a surprise tall in 
high-street spendin g provided 
fresh evidence that the econo- 
my is running out of steam. 

The clear signs of weak de- 
mand prompted immediate 
calls hum die City for a cut in 
base rates, although the min- 
utes of the September meet- 
ing between Mr Clarke and 
Rank of England Governor. 
Eddie George, published yes- 
terday, showed the authori- 
ties content to leave borrow- 
ing costs on hold. 

Analysts said almost all the 
yardsticks of economic activity 
published since the September 
29 discussions — including 
yesterday's news of an in- 
crease of 200 in seasonally-ad- 
justed unemployment and the 
0 J per cent drop in retail sales 


— pointed to a more prolonged 
slowdown than the Govern- 
ment expected. 

David Coleman, economist 
at Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, said: ‘The Bank 
of England's worries have 
proved misplaced. The Chan- 
cellor should consider a 
change in monetary policy.” 

According to data from the 
Central Statistical Office, the 


Total retail sales 

3 month on same 3 months last 
year. Percentage change, 1995. 



number of people out of work 
and churning benefits rose for 
the first timp in 28 months in 
October to hit a seasonally-ad- 
justed total of 2,285,000 — 8.1 
per cent of the workforce: The 
rise wrongfooted City com- 
mentators, who had pencilled 
in a faB of at least 12,000. 

The Government insisted 
the jobless figures were dis- 
torted by large flows of ex-stu- 
dents cm and off the register. 
The raw figures — before ad- 
justment fbr .the seasonal ef- 
fects of recent graduates find- 
work — showed an 80,000 
in fbe length of the dole 
queue to 2402,338. 

Economists also said many 
seasonal jobs ended later than 
usual because of the extended 
summer. 

But Labour seized on the 
rise to berate the Chancellor. 
Michael Meacher, shadow 
employment secretary, said: 
“These figures confirm the 
daily experience of millions 
of ordinary people — that the 
recovery of which Kenne th 
Clarke is so proud means lit- 
tle or nothing to practice.” 


But Treasury officials took 
some solace from continued 
wage discipline, with earn- 
ings increasing at an. annual 
rate of 3.25 per cent to Octo- 
ber, unchanged, on Septem- 
ber's figures. 

With earning ! static and 
factory output flat, unit 
labour costs were 3.8 per cent 
higher in .the three months to 
September, compared to the 


Unemployment 

Seasonally adjusted. Change since 
previous month, thousands. 
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Santa: CSO 


same period last year, the 
CSOsaid 

Stagnant real wages had an. 
impact on the high street too, 
with retailers b laming low 
levels of consumer confidence 
for the protracted run of poor 
spending figures. But they 
were wary about big Budget 
tax Cuts that mi ght fri ghten 
the financial markets and 
cause arise to Interest rates. 

CSO officials said sales vol- 
umes to the three months to 
October — the best guide to 
the underlying trend — were 
UP by just 0.1 per cent on the 
same quarter a year ago. This 
is the slowest rate of growth 
since May 1992, when the 
economy was Inching out of 
recession. The warm weather 
this autumn has been a flactor 
to depressing demand, with 
sales between August and Oc- 
tober 03 per cent down on the 
May to July period of this 
Tear. 

The CSO's breakdown of its 
retail numbers shows # wide 
variation to performance be- 
tween different sectors of the 
high street Food sales, where 


big pice rises have been 
pnghing up the annual irrfla 
tinn rale, toil by 0.1 per cent 
in the latest three months, 
while clothing and footwear 
shops saw trade drop by more 
than 2 per cent. 

However, stores selling 
household goods enjoyed a 1.9 
per cent rise to sales volumes 
In the three months to 
October. 


Pound falls 


E/Dm exchange rate. 
November 2 to 15. 
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Tarmac and Wimpey in £640m swap 
to beat slump that’s blighting building 


Tony May 


T ARMAC and Wimpey, 
two of the UK’s biggest 
construction and house- 
building companies, agreed to 
swap £640 million of assets 
yesterday to a strategic deal 
which is expected to trigger a 
consolidation in their slump- 
blighted industries. 

But City analysts predicted 
that thousands of jobs will be 
lost as other firms respond to 
what one called “a ground- 
breaking deal.” 

Tarmac is swapping its 
housebuilding division for 
Wimpey’s minerals and con- 
struction businesses. Wimpey 
will become the UK’s biggest 
housebuilder — and believes 
it will be the biggest in the 
world — while Tarmac will be 
the UK’s biggest construction 
and quarrying group. 

Both companies will be 
rationalising their enlarged 
operations and axing hun- 
dreds of jobs, but as talks on 


this aspect have yet to start, 
de tails will not be available 
until the end of the year. 

George Wimpey’s chief ex- 
ecutive, Joe Dwyer, ap- 
proached Neville Simms, Tar- 
mac’s chief executive, a 
month ago with the proposal 
and the two men thrashed out 
die deal between them. 

Mr Simms had already put 
Tarmac's housebuilding div- 
ision up for sale with a 
£300 million price tag and in- 
tended to use the cash to ex- 
pand the other businesses. He 
said yesterday that three bid- 
ders had been turned away. 

No cash is to change hands 
and Mr Dwyer said his com- 
pany would not pay any tax 
as assets were being swapped. 

Wimpey underlined the 
need fbr the deal by warning 
that market conditions, par- 
ticularly for housing and con- 
struction, had proved harder 
than anticipated and its profit 
fbr the year would be “sub- 
stantially lower” than the 
£45 million made in 1994. 


Mr Dwyer said: "The 
autumn upturn didn’t hap- 
pen.” He said the housing 
market would be "marginally 
better” to 1996 and expects' 
the enlarged group to com- 
plete about 15,000 homes a 
year, compared with the 


13,000 it managed to its hey- 
day as industry leader. 

His group would enjoy 
about 10 per cent of the UK 
market with Beazer and Bar- 
ra tt vying for second place 
with 4 per cant apiece. 

Shares of both companies 


One for you and one for me 


WIMPEY IS SWAPPING: 

£320 million of assets and up to 4,000 employees; a 
minerals business with 1 .5 billion tonnes of stone 
aggregate reserves which made an operating profit of 
£5.6 million in the six months to June 30; a construction - 
business with zero assets but £88 million cash which made 
a very small profit in the first half. Claims the deal will 
enhance earnings. 


TARMAC IS SWAPPING: 

About £320 million of assets, 2,000 employees and a land 
bank of 15,236 plots; a homes business which made an 
operating profit of £8.7 million in the six months to June 30 
and is expected to have sold more than 6,300 homes in, the 
UK and US. Says the deal will not cfilute earnings 


Leapt on the news. Wimpey 
shares leapt 13 per cent while 
Tarmac’s gained 11 per cent 
Analysts said both companies 
were making clean grits from 
difficult businesses and while 
there would not be an imme- 
diate benefit both would be 
better placed when their mar- 
kets recovered. 

There were some reserva- 
tions as far as Tarmac was 
concerned. Michael Foster, 
analyst at Greig Middleton, 
said: “This has cleared up the 
uncertainty over Tarmac’s 
housing business but I don't 
really think it will be a bril- 
liant basis for group growth.” 

Howard Proctor, of SG 
Strauss Turnbull, said: “Tar- 
mac is doubling its exposure 
to road-building, to perhaps 
as much as one third of the 
market two weeks ahead of a 

budget which is almost cer- 
tain to give that sector an- 
other clobbering.” The Gov- 
ernment is thought to be 
considering a cut in UK road- 
building to fund tax cuts. 


78,000 AT&T staff face axe 


Mark Tran in New York 


A T&T has offered redun- 
dancy packages to 78,000 
executives, or half its man- 
agement staff, to one of the 
biggest ever shake-ups, as the 
telecommunications company 
pursues plans to break Itself 
up into three c om panies. 

The cost of the restructur- 
ing will depend on the num- 
ber of executives who accept 
redundancy but AT&T esti- 
mates that at least 20,000 will 
go. Managers will have until 
December 29 to accept or face 
being squeezed out from Jan- 
uary. The offer only applies 
to the US. 

AT&T stunned Wall Street 
to September with its deci- 
sion to break itself up. By 
January. 1997, the new AT&T 


will provide a long-distance, 
cellular service, credit cards 
and consulting. It will remain 
a huge company with about 
$50 billion (£33 billion) 
revenues. 

The second public company 
will have about $20 billion to 
sales from telephone equip- 
ment making and Bell Lab- 
oratories research centre. An- 
alysts predict that the offer 
could bring in more than 
$4 billion, the biggest Initial 
public offering in history. 

The decision marked an 
end to AT&T’s ambition to be 
an integrated communica- 
tions company offering a 
sophisticated telephone net- 
work as wall a s telephone 
equipment and computers, to 
doing so, it bucked the 
merger trend in banking, 
media and pharmaceuticals. 


Ailing banker Hambros cuts 1 40 jobs in shake-up 


Patrick Donovan 
CRy Editor 


P LANS to shed up to 140 
City jobs are being 
pushed forward by loss- 
making Hambros bank 
which yesterday an- 
nounced a big strategic 
shake-up which will also 
see its mato Italian inves- 
tor. buying another 5 per 
cent of its shares. 

Sir Chips Keswick, the 
chairman , is overhauling 
the bank’s operations as 
Hambros dislosed that it 
has plunged into a pre-tax 
loss of £7.7 million, com- 
pared with a previous 
profit of £2141 minion fbr 
the six months to Septem- 
ber SO. 

The dividend has been 


cut by 2p to 2J3p with an 
additional 5p payout fore- 
cast for the second hal£ 
The bank has been bit by 
increased bad debt provi- 
sions and the costs of dos- 
ing down its clearing opera- 
tion and the sale of its 
Australian stockbroking 
operations. 

Its deputy chairman, 
Michael Sorkta, yesterday 
insisted that the group was 
determined to buck market 
trends by remaining an In- 
dependent City bank. And 
he said that although Its 

S rinciple shareholder, 
■rnppo Ban carlo San 
Paolo, looks set to increase 
its holding by S per cent to 
just under 20 per cent there 
were no plans for this inter- 
est to increase. 

HO said that the group 


was restructuring its bank- 
ing operations which 
would result in the loss of 
up to 140 jobs, of which 60 
have already been shed. 
Hambros will, instead, con- 
centrate on more compli- 
cated finance which, 
offer better profit margins. 

At die same time, Ham- 
bros is shaking up Its top 
management team. John 
Heywood is taking early 
retirement, while Christo- 
pher Sporborg is quitting 
the hank’s board to concen- 
trate on hl« role as chair- 
man of Hambro Country- 
wide and Hambro Insur- 
ance services. 

In addition. Sir Chips 
takes over the role of group 
chief executive while carry- 
ing on as non-executive 
chairman. 


Postmen in 
charge aft 


of the BBC 


Keith Harper 
Transport Editor 


R EAL posties have moved 
into the offices of the BBC 
and the Benefits Agency to 
collect and distribute the 
daily mail , ensuring it is 
moved around more effi- 
ciently and gets to its destina- 
tions on time. 

The Post Office co n fi r m ed 
yesterday that it has started 
providing its own staff fbr a 
number of business opera- 
tions in a new cost-cutting ex- 
ercise which the Post Office la 
running at a profit 
It said it had secured con- 
tracts in several large and 
medium-sized companies. 
Handrpicfced Post Office staff 
have been brought In to run 
postroams, against initial op- 
position from existing stuff 

which has now been resolved. 

The Post Office's Mall Man- 
agement Services has found a 
new business niche and is 
pushing hard to take over 
what has often been regarded 

as an irksome but vital side of 

a firm's operation. It invari- 
ably gets overlooked in the 
bid to improve performance. 

The posties are operating at 
the BBC's main centres to 
London and at the nine 
regions of the Benefits 
Agency. 

At the Benefits Agency, 
where the posties are opening 
post not marked “private and 
co nfi fen ti al’’, the contract has 
freed up more staff to deal 
with the public. 

The project reflects the Poet 
Office’s determination to ex- 
pand to a rapidly competitive 
communications market It is 
anxious to press ahead with 
its commercial ambitions, 
following- the Government’s 
backdown on privatisation. 

Although mail volumes are 
increasing, the Post Office’s 
overall market share Is de- 
clining. It said business cus- 
tomers were demanding not 
only a postal service, but man 
room management as wen. 


Notebook 


Exit the man with 
clout for reform 



Edited by 
Alex Brummer 


T HE extraordinary resig- 
nation of Peter Middle- 
tan, the reforming chief 
executive of Lloyd’s, wffl. be a 
searing jolt to confidence in 
the T^winm . insurance mar- 
ket The nBn " CT of his depar- 
ture — Mr Middleton will be 
clearing his desk this week — 
points to a major disagree- 
ment with members of the 
Council, including the chair- 
man David Rowland. 

Atthtmg h Mr Middleto n has 
made it clear that he does not 
regard Lloyd’s as a long-term 
career, the timing of this rift 
could not be worse. Among 
Lloyd’s Names, Mr Middleton 
is regarded as one of the few 
figures who can be trusted, 
since he had no prior associa- 
tion with the disastrous 
underwriting mistakes and 
die bad practice which has 
characterised the London 
market to recent years. 

Hie leaves behind many un- 
resolved issues. Among these 
is the premium to be charged 
to Lloyd’s participants for the 
E gnitaft account — the sink- 
ing fond which seeks to hive 
off all ton poor underwriting 
judgments of toe past. As im- 
portantly, Mr Middleton’s 
camp ai g n t» bring indepen- 
dent supervision to Lloyd’s — ■ 
recently endorsed by the 
Treasury Select Committee — 
has still to find fovour with 
the Government 
In Mr Middleton’s view the 
market will never command 
confidence again ™tn it en- 
joys axmsJength regulation, 
which would end the image of 
Lloyd’s as a market run by 
insiders for toe benefits of 
insiders. 

Moreover, there had been 
some hope of late that the 
market was finally breaking 
through toe legal morass, 
with its most recent S2JB 
MTUftn offer to Names. Mr 
Middleton had the clout to 
restore Lloyd’s to Its position 
as one the pillars of the City, 
ft is by no means dear that 
his tow-key' successor. Run 
Sandler, has the same status. 


Rate pressure 


I F anyone in the Govern- 
ment bad reservations 
about Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke delivering a larger- 
than-expected tax giveaway 
in the November 28 Budget, 
then they should take cartful 
note of the latest economic 
data. 

The slight uptick in unem- 
ployment suggests that the 
pace of job creation is slowing 
down rapidly. Mere signif- 
cantiy, however, the picture 
from Britain's high streets is 
universally gloomy. 

Despite same discounting 
and the appearance of mid- 
season special offers October 
retail safes dropped by 0.1 per 
cent. On the mare convincing 
three-month figures, sales de- 
clined by (L3 per which sug- 


gests that the consumer 
remains deeply depressed. 
There is increasing evidence 
in straitened, low-infla- 
tion times that the consumer 
is searching fbr value for 
money which has pushed the 
or retailing advan- 
tage ppnTigt the smaller shops 
nwd in flavour of the bigger 
operators like Marks & Spen- 
cer and Jbhn Lewis. 

The latest retail sales fig- 
ures, which presage a good 
retail price number when the 
figures are issued today, has 
immediately increased specu- 
lation that toe Government 
may seek a lowering of base 
rates from the current 6.75 
per cent 

But this is to assume that 
monetary policy is the only 
instrument avail iable. If the 
Chancellor, as is being In- 
creasingly projected, pro- 
duces a bold tax-cutting Bud- 
get w hich promises to put 
more spending power in the 
people’s pockets — after a 
relentless series of tax rises 
— then it is possible that the 
mood of the country could be 
turned. Even if the tax cuts do 
not arrive until the start of 
the next financial year in 
April, there could be im- 
proved confidence in 
anticipation. 

In such circumstances, and 
with toe pound going through 
one of its frequent lurches 
into depression, there is no 
reason to think the authori- 
ties will act in haste to ease 
interest rates. 


Ethical reforms 


S the finishing touches 
are put to the Cadbury 2 
mmittee which is ex- 
pected to be chaired by ICFs 
Sir Ronnie Hampel, the need 
for active corporate gover- 
nance has again become 
glaring. 

Not because some director 
has walked off with a seven 
figure golden parachute but 
because something seems 
awiy within a giant of the 
corporate scene, the Shell oil 
group. 

It may well have been im- 
possible even for such a pow- 
erful player in the Nigerian 
economy to have prevented 
tiie executions of Ken Saro- 
Wlwa and his fellow cam- 
paigners. But It is not beyond 
Shell to ensure it applies toe 
same environmental stan- 
dards wherever it operates — 
ICI has been trying to do just 
that for more than half a de- 
cade with encouraging 
results. 

Undoubtedly it costs more 
shareholder money to imple- 
ment a higher quality of envi- 
ronmental behaviour In every 
area erf operation. But as Shell 
discovered earlier this year 
during- the controversial 
Brent Spar episode, a failure 
to recognise increasingly 
global environmental, politi- 
cal and consumer Interests 
can cause financial pain. 

With the Greenbury com- 
mittee's examination on top 
executive pay now behind us, 
corporate governance can. 
and should, begin to re- 
address toe wider issues of 
business ethics and securing 
stakeh o lder value. . 

Sir Ronnie and his commit- 
tee should not rush to con- 
clude that their job involves 
little more town endorsing the 
work of their predecessors. 


Gloom at BICC as hundreds 
of jobs axed in 


Ian King 


S EVERAL hundred jobs 
are set to go at BICC, the 
cables and construction 
group whtoh owns Balfour 
Beatty, after the company 
yesterday announced cost- 
cuts in its cables division. 

The “Car reaching” pro- 
gramme will cost about 
£80 million with the loss of at 
least 325 jobs and the closure 
of one of its three cable-mak- 
ing factories m Berlin. 

However, chief executive 
Alan Jones said it was too 
early to say how many jobs 
would go in total, or how 
many would be in Britain. 

He added: “We have be- 
tween 5,000 and 6.000 em- 
ployed in our low-voltage 
cable business worldwide, 
and It is from there that the 
jobs will be going." They are 
just the latest to a series of 

JOb cuts annruwyftfl by £]£C 


this year. Already 600 jobs,' 
mainly in Germany, have 
been lost 

News, of the shake-up 
wiped £32 million off BlCC’s 
market value, e nding the 
shares down 9p to 253p. 

Analysts said the sell-off 
had not been worse because a 
profits warning had been ex- 
pected from BICC for some 
time, and the restructuring 
plans could mark a revival in 
the company’s fortunes. 

Mr Jones said BICC was in 

talks with a number of parties 

over the sale of its Clarke 
Homes housebuilding busi- 
ness. Insisting that a sale was 
likely ’’soon”, Mr Jones said 
Clarke would be sold to a 
specialist housebuilder. 

However, he said BICC 
would have to accept less 
than the £90 million Clarke is 
valued at in the company's ac- 
counts. and said a write-off of 
£44 million would also be in- 
curred at the time of sale. 


tourist rates'— bank sh .T 


Australia 2.05 
Austria 14.85 
Belgium 43.60 
Canada 2.00 
Cyprus 0.69 
Denmark &26 

inland 6. so 


Fra«» 7.33 Ugly z,445 smoapora 2-17 

gdnnany 2.1350 Malta 0.5375 South Africa 

Qruoce 360.00 Netherlands 24000 Spain 183.00 
Hong Kong 1100 New Zealand 2.35 Sweden 1028 
ndla 54.06 Norway 3.47' Swuertand 1 712S 
Ireland 0,96 Portugal 225.00 Turtay 77.90 a 
Israel 4.71 Saudi Arabia 5J5 USA 1.S3Q0 
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British Gas 
chiefs warn 

Whitehall 
of chaos 


Chris Barrie 
and Sbnon Bents 




, RITISH Gas and the 
Government are em- 
I broiled in a furious 
'row over the intro- 
duction of competition into 
the domestic market, amid 
warnings from the privatised 
company that sensitive pilot 
trials are being rushed 
through and could cause 
chaos for consumers. 

The dispute is revealed in 
confidential correspondence, 
seen by the Guardian, be- 
tween a senior British Gas di- 
rector and the top civil ser- 
vant responsible for the 
introduction of competition to 
18 million households. 

It has also emerged that the 
company is pushing for the 
Government to limit the nuim 
ber of customers that can 
switch suppliers in the early 
days of the trials, claiming 
that a hugely sophisticated 
computer system will not 
have been adequately tested. 

The Government — deter- 
mined to begin pilot trials in 
the South-west in April — is 
resislting the pressure from 
British Gas, fearful that any 
delay will be used as further 
ammunition against its priva- 
tisation policies. 

The letter, from Harry 
Moulsan, managing director 
of British Gas's Transco div- 
ision. warns the Government 
that undue haste will result 
m the sort of confusion that 
characterised the electricity 
and industrial gas markets 
when liberalisation was dog- 
ged by metering, billing and 
supply problems. 

Hie letter spells out the 
need for the market in the 
South-west to be opened up 
gradually. The idea is that 
only 1,000 customers a day 
would be permitted to change 
suppliers in the two months 
from April 1. British Gas be- 
lieves this would allow it to 
process data by hand should 
the computer system crash. 

The letter reveals that con- 
sultants Ernst & Young have 
been called in to. assess the 
risk if competition is pushed 
through to the Department of 
Trade amf Industry’s tight* 
timetable. 

Mr Moulson tells John Mi- 
chell at the DTJ: “It is 
essential that steps taken to 
introduce domestic competi- 
tion do not result in the prob- 


lems which we encountered 
when the tariff threshold was 
reduced or which occurred in 
the electricity market when 
competition was extended." 

Gas companies lining up to 
challenge British 'Gas's mo- 
nopoly in the South-west ridi- 
culed the company’s stance. 
Dr Caroline Harper, manag- 
ing director of Amerada 
Hess's gas supply division, 
said there was no reason why 
consumers should he forced 
to wait to make savings in 
their gas bills. 

Roger Turner Of United Gas 
said British Gas was simply 
trying to delay competition 
for its own. ends. 

Stephen Gutterldge, manag- 
ing director of supply at elec- 
tricity firm Seeboard. said it 
would expect a foil service 
from British Gas when its gas 
division enters the South- 
west market 

Mr Moulson is set to have a 
crisis meeting with energy 
and industry minister Tim 
Eggar and industry watchdog 
Clare Spottiswoode in an at- 
tempt to resolve the deadlock. 

The leaked letter emerged 
as British Gas issued a sharp 
profits warning alongside 
third-quarter results and con- 
firmed it was seeking hun- 
dreds of milli ons of pounds of 
financial help to unscramble 
contracts whereby the com- 
pany. is committed to huge 
amounts of gas it cannot sell 

British Gas is asking the 
Government to waive the 4p a 
therm levy it pays for gas 
from older North Sea gas 
fields and which currently 
costs it some £170 million a 
year and could cost the com- 
pany more than £1 billion 
over the next 10 years. 

It also wants Ministers to 
lean on oil companies to rene- 
gotiate take-or-pay contracts 
which British Gas entered 
into before toe Government 
decided to end its monopoly 
and rush in competition. 

British Gas faces a £520 mil- 
lion bill in toe current quar- 
ter for gas not used and in- 
cluded an £83 million 
provision against the con- 
tracts in the third quarter. 

• The company made it dear 
yesterday that its profits this 
year would fall betow those of 
last,' but added that it had no 
Intention of cutting dividend 
payments. In the nine months 
to the end of September, prof- 
its foil from £578 million last 
time to £422 million. 



Ups and downs . . .Euro Disney chairman, Philippe Bourgtngnon, on the crowd-pulling Space Mountain ride 


Free trade disarray puts damper 
on hopes for Asia-Pacific summit 


Kevin Rafferty 

sees a tricky few 
days in prospect for 
members of the 
Apec bloc in Osaka 

U S NEGOTIATORS in 
Japan's second city for 
the 18-nation Asia-Pa- 
cific summit pledged yester- 
day to keep the banner of free 
trade flying in the face of in- 
creasingly stiff opposition 
from powerful national and 
local Interest groups. 

One sign of the way the 
wind is blowing came in an 
early copy of the draft decla- 
ration — it omits the words 
"free trade"' and promises 
only to “achieve trade and in- 
vestment liberalisation 
steadily and progressively’’. 

Hopes of progress towards 
making the Asia-Pacific 
region the world's most pow- 
eiful and dynamic economic 
force in the 21st century are 
clearly facing powerful 
special pleadings, even 
though ministers have only 
begun opening skirmishes 
and presidents and govern- 
ment heads have yet to ar- 


rive. US President Bill Clin- 
ton's decision to reduce his 
trip to Japan from six days to 
a weekend because of his do- 
mestic budget battles will in- 
evitably blunt one of the main 
driving forces towards mak- 
ing the region more cohesive 
and coordinated. Washington 
has been pushing hardest for 
all the region’s countries to 
open their economies to a 
totally free trade regime. 

But there is resistance from 
Japan, South Korea and 
China to opening up their 
agriculture and Malaysia’s 
prime minister, Mahathir 
Mohamad, is leery of the dom- 
ination of Asia by outsiders, 
notably the US and Australia. 

This summit of the increas- 
ingly high-profile Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum 
(Apec) was supposed to ap- 
prove an "action agenda" to 
accomplish free trade and in- 
vestment throughout the 
region by 2020 (2010 for al- 
ready industrialised econo- 
mies). 

T HE Apec region is al- 
ready the world’s big- 
gest in economic terms. 
In 1993, the total gross domes- 
tic product of toe 18 members 
came to $13.4 trillion (£8.6 tril- 
lion), or 56 per cent of the 


Before your 
bank asks you to 
declare your business 
earnings, ask them 
to declare theirs. 
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world's GDP. Their combined 
trade amounted to $3.4 tril- 
lion, or 46per cent of global 
trade. But Apec members lack 
any sense of community, ce- 
mented either by common 
roots in history or by simillar 
economic conditions. 

Apart from being spread all 
over the sprawling gulf of toe 
Pacific Ocean, Apec’s mem- 
bers range from superpower 
to toe very poor — Australia, 
Canada, Japan, New Zealand 
and toe US itself, which are 
already rich: toe four rapidly 
developing "dragon” econo- 
mies of Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Singapore mid Tai- 
wan; toe next generation of 
developing “tigers” — Chile, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand; China, potentially 
the biggest superpower of all; 
and countries which are hard 
to categorise — Brunei, Mex- 
ico, the Philippines and 
Papua New Guinea, this last 
with great riches set in Im- 
penetrable jungles. 

Japan's reluctance to open 
its heavily-protected agricul- 
ture sector is proving a big 
stumbling block. As toe host, 
and richest member of Apec 
in per capita terms, Tokyo’s 
failure to lead has been cru- 
cial. Efiromoto Seki, Tokyo’s 
ambassador to Apec, claims 
Japan does not want to dilute 
the free trade commitment, 
but adds that the c om mi tmen t 
does not mean abolishing all 
trade barriers by 2010. 

In its draft "Osaka action 
guideline", Japan proposed 
on liberalisation that “appro- 
priate consideration will be 
maria of the divergent condi- 
tions of individual nations 
and territories”. It was an at- 
tempt by the Japanese 
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Gold demand 
in UK rises 
by double 
Europe average 


Dan M di w on 


G OLD demand hi Britain 
this year has increased 
by more than double toe 
European average. Be- 
tween January and the end 
of September, UK demand 
totalled nearly 27 metric 
tons, a 16 per cent rise on 
the first nine months of 
1994. 

According to yesterday’s 
report on International 
bullion markets by the 
World Gold Council, jewel- 
lery demand in Britain 
alone rose 13 per cent In the 
third quarter of this year 
against the same period of 
1994, higher than the figt 
ures for France (op 3 per 
cent), Italy (up 10 per cent) 
and Germany (down 8 per 
cent). 

Europe as a whole con- 
sumed 228.9 metric tons of 
gold in the first nine 
months of this year, a 7 per 
cent increase. Of this, 
jewellery accounted for 
185.2 tons (1 per cent rise 
on the same period last 
year), coins for 21.7 tons 
<150 per cent increase) and 
dental demand for 22 tons 
(7 per cent increase). 

The council — a non-com- 
mercial association of gold 
producers around the 
world — estimated that 
overall gold demand in the 
first nine months of this 
year in the developing 
world stood at 1,355 metric 
tons; a 17 per cent increase 
on the same period last 
year. 

During the third quarter 
of 1995. gold demand was at 
a record 4 66 tons, 16 per 
cent up on 12 months 
previously. 

India and the Gulf states 
showed strong growth, 
while most Far Eastern 
markets cooled off 
following two years of 
rapid growth. 


bureaucrats to play the Asian 
countries off against Austra- 
lia and the US, which want to 
see quick form liberalisation. 
But toe clause was supported 
only by China, South Korea 
and Taiwan; fast-growing 
South-east Aslans regard lib- 
eralisation as a spur to 
greater investment and rapid 
development. 

J APANESE officials are 
now searching hard for 
words and phrases that 
can be so carefully nuanced 
and finessed that they can be 
interpreted as victory by both 
opponents and' supporters of 
form liberalisation. 

The irony is that Japan’s 
form sector is almost as weak 
economically as it Is strong 
politically, so that Tokyo 
risks both growth and its rep- 
utation for international lead- 
ership. Only 90,000 of Japan’s 
3.83 million forms offer in- 
come and work equivalent to 
those of non-farming indus- 
tries; most are “Sunday 
farms” offering part-time 
work. 

Gregory Clark, president of 
Tama University in Tokyo, 
regards Apec as too much 
driven by academics for its 
free trade policies to succeed 
in toe grubby real world of 
politics and compromise. He 
contends that US promotion 
of the North American Free 
Trade Area — “an anti-Asian 
grouping” — ■ conflicts with its 
commitment to Apec. 

But with President Clinton 
trying to cram all his energies 
into a weekend which will in- 
clude bilateral tussles with 
Japan, hopes for progress in 
Osaka have inevitably be- 
come weaker. 
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News in brief 


Euro 

Disney 

shares 

plunge 

O HARES of Euro Disney 
vJ went into fireefail on the 
Paris and London stock ex- 
changes yesterday, prompt- 
ing a temporary suspension 
in Paris, despite the compa- 
ny’s unexpected move into 
the black, icrius Ian Kins. 

In London, almost 
£200 million was wiped 
from the company's mar- 
ket valne after it an- 
nounced full year pre-tax 
profits of Frll4 million 
(£15 million), against a 
loss, of Frt.e billion for the 
previous year. 

Euro Disney said 20.7 
million people visited the 
park during the year, in- 
cluding over 1 million Brit- 
ons. The park's new Space 
Mountain attraction had 
proved a big hit. But ana- 
lysts said that with such a 
large increase in visitors, 
profits should have been 
much better. 


Abbey to cut 250 
head office Jobs 

THE high street bank Abbey National announced yesterday 
that it plans to axe 250 jobs from its head office at Milton Keynes 
if the proposed takeover of the National & Provincial Building 
Society gets the go-head from members when they vote next 
April. 

Britain’s second largest mortgage lender is planning to move 
several of its activities to N&P"s head office in Bradford, where 
the Abbey National has pledged to maintain staffing levels at 
the current 1,400 — despite wiping out many areas of 
duplication. 

Only a small proportion of those whose jobs disappear at 
Milton Keynes — where the Abbey is toe single largest em- 
ployer — will be offered the chance to relocate to Bradford. 
However, most will be offered toe opportunity to switch to a 
new role and retrain. — Teresa Hunter 


Pearson in £25m US link-up 

MEDIA group Pearson yesterday continued its drive into toe 
global television sector with the $40 million (£255 million) acqui- 
sition of US-based programme distributor, ACL The deal will 
provide Pearscn — which owns Thames TV and Grundy — with 
reliable access to US television programming; currently absent 
bum its production portfolio. 

In the deal, which is seen as raising the group's media profile in 
America, ACI will bring an existing library of 120 hours of made- 
for-TV movies. The deal also gives Pearson world rights over 
ACrs catalogue for 21 years. 

Pearson already has deals to sdl much of ACTs produce — 
which accounts for a fffih of all movies and mini-series licensed 
each year by the three major US television networks — to 
European TV stations . — Lisa Buckingham 


CU turns in £369m profit 

INSURER Commercial Union yesterday unveiled a near 13 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits for the third quarter at £389 mUHcm and 
commented that market conditions in France were continuing to 
improve. Last year CU bought French insurer Groupe Vlctoire in 
a bid to increase its international coverage and its Ike business in 
particular. 

Lift, which now accounts for 44 per cent cdT ClTs operation, 
produced increased profits of £164 million, up from £95 million, an 
improvement which also reflected good figures freon Delta Lloyd 
in the Netherlands. 

Market conditions for general insurance remained tough in the 
US. In the UK there was an increase in the incidence of subsidence 
claims. Worldwide general insurance profits rose by £83 million 
to £365 million. — Pauline Springea 


Associated 
British Foods 


The Chairman reports on a year of progress 


Sates increased by 9 per cent and profits before tax by 16 per centA 


Expenditure on new assets and subsidiaries amounted to £355 mUfion. 
A major acquisition at the end of the year was a leading speciality oils 
amd fats based food ingredients group in the United States. 


A bonus issue of ordinary shares is proposed. The second Interim 
dividend will be paid on the increased share capital, and is a 9.4 per cent 
Increase on the previous year. 


Simimary of results 

1995 
£ million 

1994 

£ million 

Turnover 

4,894 

4,478 

Profit before tax 

375 

324 

Shareholders* funds 

2,258 

2,090 

Dividends per share 

( 0 a the increased number of share! 

8.75P 

8.00p 


The above are extracts from the Annual Report and Accounts 1995 
sent to shareholders on 15th November 1995. 


Associated British Foods, pic, 

Weston Centre, 68 Knigbtsbridge, London SW1X 7LQ, England. 
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Tennis 


Becker simply flattened 
by steamroller Sampras 


David Irvine In Frankfurt 


I N THREE or the past four 
years the loser of the 
round-robin match be- 
tween Pete Sampras and 
Boris Becker has gone on to 
win the ATP Tour Champion- 
ship. It is a pattern Becker 
hopes will repeat itself here at 
the weekend, although after 
losing 6-2, 7-6 to the Ameri- 
can yesterday — "It was like 
a freight train hit me” — the 
German is not optimistic. 

In a brutal yet often beauti- 
ful contest that enthralled an- 
other sell-out crowd, Sampras 
never faced a break point yet 
was pushed all the way in the 
second set by an opponent 
whose rigorous response en- 
sured that the world No.l 
could never relax. 

“With the crowd as loud as 
they were it was really Impor- 
tant to me to get off to a fast 
start” said Sampras. “I did 


that. I got an early break, 
broke him again and really 
couldn't play any better.” 

In a sport where players are 
rarely generous to one an- 
other — more often they 
strive to excuse their own 
feiJures — Becker's unstint- 
ing praise for Sampras was 
refreshing. 'Tve never seen 
someone like that He's so 
tough. Though he plays a sim- 
ilar game to mine he's that 
l ittle bit better at everything. 
And if he has a good day he is 
almost impossible to beat” 

In the opening set, which 
lasted only 29 minutes, Sam- 
pras down five aces — 
the second at I30mph — and 
conceded only five points on 
serve, one of them on a double 
fault 

It was the third game, 
th o u e ft. which really cut the 
ground from under the Ger- 
man’s feet Three times Sam- 
pras savaged Becker's rather 
tentative second serve to es- 


tahlish a command he refused 
to surrender. 

“If s tough to maintain that 
level for two sets against Bo- 
ris,” admitted Sampras, who 
was denied a a-i lead in the 
second, by Becker’s only fore- 
hand winnar nf flip matrh and 
a wide-swinging serve. Had 
the American broken then, 
few were in any doubt that 
the match would have been 
over within an hour. 

Becker recovered an imme- 
diate mini-break in the shoot- 
out, but another w innin g 
return gave Sampras 3-1 and 
he ended the match with a 
12th ace, his 954th of they ear. 

Sampras is now assured of 
a semi-final place, but Becker, 
with three sets conceded, 
could stOl miss out even if be 
beats Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
tomorrow. Last night Wayne 
Fbrreira overtook the Rus- 
sian 3-6, 7-6, 6-1 — after Ka- 
felnikov had served for the 
match at 5-3 in the second — 


and would go through with 
Sampras should he defeat the 
American tonight 

While Sampras celebrated, 
his Immediate predecessor as 
world No. 1, Jim Courier, was 
being run ragged by a 21-year- 
old Swede. There was little 
the American could do to 
avoid a 6-8, 6-2 hiding by 
Thomas Enqvtst, who was the 
world’s top junior in 1991 
after winning the Australian 
and Wimbledon junior titles. 

Enqvisfs game owes little 
to his compatriot Stefan Ed- 
berg, the last junior cham- 
pion to graduate to a top40 
place, -but he is a far pacier 
player than two other cham- 
pions from Sweden, Bjorn 
Borg and Mats Wllander. 

His clever use of angles and 
effective disguise of shots, 
particularly on his double- 
handed backhand side, often 
left Courier flat-footed. In one 
phase the American lost eight 
games out of nine. 


Graf dresses up impressive victory 


David Harcar fai Now York 


S TEFFI GRAFs 6-2, 6-2 
defeat of Amanda 
Coetzer in the first 
round of the WTA Tour 
Championships here was so 
comprehensive that the 
main talking point after- 
wards was whether her 
form, or the white tannia 
dress that replaced her 
usual skirt and top, was the 
more Impressive. 

Certainly Graf the player 
was unrecognisable from 
the one who lost her open- 
ing match in Brighton last 


month. Only when she hit a 
couple of wild forehands in 
the first game did it seem 
that the No.l seed might 
again straggle against one 
of only two players to have 
defeated her this year. 

Once she had broken the 
South African’s serve in the 
third game, and saved three 
break-back points in the 
sixth, there was no doubt 
about the result. Her serv- 
ing was outstanding: she 
got 68 per cent of her first 
serves in and hit four aces. 

She said it was first time 
she had worn a dress in a 
match, although she said: 


“A couple of years ago I 
had a dress and I was about 
to walk on to coart in It at 
Wimbledon but I changed 
it. I have wanted to wear it 
a few times since bat never 
had the guts to. Finally we 
got a dress together I feel 
totally comfortable in.” The 
dress will be seen again. 

Graf believes her achieve- 
ments. this year already 
exceed those of 1988, when 
she won all four Grand 
Slam tournaments and an 
Olympic gold medal. "The 
competition is a lot stron- 
ger than then. Fve had a lot 
of injuries this year and a 
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ZXPHYHUSt Hmino Sid nai here aimi OBDbwRW whaa nddan outa win by 1* wm JMtoriea In NH FOB 
race IWarwck 2m. 0*. 

aaooNLiQHT AMI Led and aoMg wan MtMl Ml 2 aid in ran won try Can Can Cnarte (Uaiiat TWen 2mOL 

Od-Fm) 



Racing 


Osborne the 
miracle man 
on Myland 


Chris Hawkins 


.. - 

- : X+ 


lot more is going on in my 

liTe.” 

Graf now plays the eighth 
seed Mary Joe Fernandez, a 
3-6, 6-2, 6-3 winner over 
Chanda Rnbin. But oat 
went the seventh seed. 
Magdalena Maleeva, 
beaten 8-2, 7-6 toy Brenda 
SchultzMcCarthy . 

Meanwhile, the United 
States said Monica Seles 
would play for them in the 
Federation Cnp final 
against Spain In Valencia 
on Saturday and Sunday 
week. Thus Seles will en- 
sure her eligibility for next 
year’s Olympic Games. 



Sampras . . . aces by the dozen 


P erspiration, inspira- 
tion and sheer stlckabi- 
lity brought Jamie Os- 
borne an incredible victory 
on Myland at Kempton Park 
yesterday after his mount 
cyuuB from almost a fence be- 
hind to catch odds-on shot 
Miracle Man in the Nissan 
Fleet Novices Chase. 

Myland TnadA the mother 
and fkther of a blunder seven 
from home and all seemed 
lost as Osborne was shot out 
of the saddle. 

Td lost the lot and was just 
going under when his head 
came up like a sledge-ham- 
mer on my nose and pushed 
me back,” said Osborne. “We 
were 100-1 and drifting at that 
stage, but Miracle Man got 
very tired and, jumping the 
second last, I sensed I was In 
with a chance.” 

Backers of the favourite 
must have cursed his rider, 
Peter Hobbs, for not getting 
on with the job in. the 
straight, but Colin Weed on, 
trainer of Miracle Man, de- 
fended his jockey. 

"Miracle Man is very lazy 
in front and if he'd had com- 
pany Tm sure he would have 
wan.” said Weedon. "To be 
left so for in front like that 
was the worst thing that 
could have happened — this 
horse must have a lead.” 
Weedon believed be had 
Miracle Man fit enough to 
win first time out but the 
Cheltenham Festival winner 
looked desperately tired turn- 
ing for home. 

Myland gave Oliver Sher- 
wood his 500th winner since 
he took out a training licence 
12 years ago and he will have 
had few more unlikely 
successes. 


Coonawara emphasised the 
well-being of Tim Forster’s 
string when making all to 
score first time out in the 
Limber Hill Handicap Chase. 

This former brilliant novice 
failed, to win last season when 
suffering various problems, 
including breaking blood ves- 


sels, but that did his handicap 
mark no harm and be could 
run up a sequence. 

According to Henry Daly, 
Forster's assistant, 

Coonawara is “very, very 
keen, at home and has to work 
by himself.” Apparently, only 
Forster's head lad. David 
Cooper, can ride him. 

Martha’s Son, another or 
Forster's stars, is in good 
form and will reappear In 
either next week’s Peterbor- 
ough Chase at Huntingdon or 
the Tingle Creek Chase at 
Sandown on December 2. 

Myland's owner, George 
Ward, the rn»n behind Bonus- 
print, one of racing's great 
sponsors, completed a double 
when Andanito justified 
favouritism and eased home 
in the concluding National 
Hunt flat race. 

One for die future here, 
however, is one of toe nicest 
young horses you will ever 
see, the third. Arithmetic, 
trained by Jenny Pitman. 

At Haydock Park. Couldnt 
Be Better won the Edward 
Hanmer Chase with some- 
thing in hand from Chatam 
and was cut from ll-l to 9-1 by 
Ladbrokes for the Hennessy 
Gold Cup. 

m Ridgewood Pearl, who 
rounded off a brilliant season 
by winning toe Breeders’ Cup 
Mile at Belmont Park last 
month, has won the Cartier 
award for the horse of toe 
year. She was also named 
three-year-old filly of the 
year. 


2 WP11FV- IUU. HW (M4) ;.Q K ; OOUBTFW. 

3 3-1J430 ARDBELOT (9) (QP Sown B-1W Mm (S) * 

4 1/348FD- CMHL0YIQBQHTCB0B)N — T U rf tl 

■ 3U28-13TOOBOOD TOM IMS (tl)MHEutartiy 7-11-4 LW|v 

• 4P610-B HH1WALK (47) R CqrSS 9-1 V-1 — .... „RHant> 

7 4323 11- HAAMUR (IM) {CO) T F<pHBr7-tt->1 — J ML— 

B 3214-12 NUBA (10) Q BtCumlS 7-1M ADofaMi 

TOP 

BaUBv 5-2 Toogoad To BaTiOT.11-4 Mannar. 7-2 NMa. 5-1 Camalot KiiIbM, 8-1 MaUcom. Tnwn 
pom QUOE - RUCOI; Led Ulbl Owned llw. mNate neA dttinco 4th o( S fa Tag ol Peace 
nfcrwmr StaTt Gd-fin). 

HKLtnbLednU4n.ita)vlflnMaUtolMdllat.«oa Uy2S boniFlamiaGaaM ranlChetonhaintaja. 
30). ., 

BHDnXAJTi Oil Ol OB oop* I* Mockamn QoM Cun hnl flna ww> tntetoto'-Sh, ahnyi (Mhnd, dotama 
last ol 120) Ditfu Ajar IChenonhair 2nOL GUI. 

TOOQOOOTO nun Lad Mi UBtl Biree oat. 3rd at 8, bts «fl, n Qnoma sTicooii («WI»ih»2ni4B, Gd- 

Fm). 

HAAMURi Led Jfier 3 oto. beat Henry VII by 111 iBangor-On-OM 3mB. Gd-Sfl). 

Mh In Kudi Iroin 4 ouL one pace (ran 3 wL 3B 2nd o( C to Romany Creak (CartHle Jn. CkM=t^. 


15L2Q Panama Bimh 
12LSO Na Sufmilcsloa 
IJtOMAcMd* 
IJO tuh i M W Danin 


UD M* 
LSOlUhllmr 
UOVwMFM 
3LSQ Lady ShartfT 


13 014*00 onOLK(33) NTlMdnr 7-7 JttelLddnrB 

14 3052 OIWGK)llBQKrcLO(M)(BF)CM7-7 — J»Fta«w(9)3 

IB 004 MtRJIOLLANM LU> (37) ti Onpmia 7-7 — — . ,.C M ie idl | (9) 10 

TPP rW I 7»’am ni l A i» A rt nak t^i4iM tPM»*»7, Pn i«aM»4 i » 

iMtliip 4-1 Bed AoSate. 2-2 Daufile Ounnnd.S-iPrnidMank.Ugna. iWuatncwsw.B-l Bradous 
Gnrtdki.12-1 Knave. IBi—e re 


Bnwilaelaw M id. ♦ Baw U Mnn.l>al|ilt — l ed 

1 2.20 inrmwtm uraauiuaEn ancu HtuBKAP (dm q in w (2,7m 

1 552200 PHEMnnAllCK(E)D HB|«n Janes 8-0-12 ABaafarS 

2 024432 PAmASMXZZ(28)(BF)HAivfa31K — SSndaaa4 

3 2-00005 F1VET0 VM (10)(C)CThan<an 0-0-5 O Pewit*) 11 

4 551301 BiUXYIiACOIBL (B) (SB««x)(P)J Bradley 7-0-3 _LCta»WH*I 

9 023000 ROSS OF GLENN (1 0) (D) B Prtkig 4-8-11 BM»b» 

3 50-0)00 nmctMl) MM) KMoHmU *-8-8 AfcdanalS 

7 2S5000 P0UMST (10) (C)W BSw 3-0-8 S«M>m<r3* 

B 00-0051 FABAW HUKV (119 (33»«») (CO) DH*holb4-B-6 Jo fhenana (7) B 


1.50 HrantlMCeUHHaaTAKB(Dl«3}1ien,1B7 


S 510080 D IW WD (104) 0^ H MflUHn 4-7-B 

10 asm HUUUHTTA (ID) unpso 3-7-8 

11 BO-0050 LETUBMKaqtOD Enrico iDdM 9-7-7 

12 QID06D- DI8WLD*IIC0l(9Bl] WUYAconleir *-7-7 _ 

13 BXWB8 HLAOt ICE BOY (®a) HBnunnn 4-7-7 

14 ODD BttUUITREAlUWs (19#) DCongravs 1-7-7 _ 


- OBnrtfMlI 

— KtaaTMdtrlO 

P Foamy (S)1* 

. — — JQ nt»7 

14 


i iioioo nrasrsiiPPOSH (47) (D) (BP) cdwiw 4-0^ 

9 26-0000 CABCSABOEttJM(1 98) TNmajftton 3-8-12 

3 000200 jUBEIOP (98) RA>Wmnt 3-6-9 — 

4 0-00450 HEAUHOirr (31) J flu*l 5-0-9 

• 58E1DS RRST OOLD (37) J Wharton 6-5-a 

B 200000 DRAaOMFUeHT (6) D Haydn Joiih 4-6-7 

7 WOWO JUST PUHBKO (TO) MRyne 4-8-7 

B 033003 MNDBOOfl DBBM (9> (CO) S Boerlng 8-M 

9 051450 BSMJADOm (39) aqHUcKeitar 3-8-4 

10 240001 CCB7BBI WAV (3) (CD) N Lnmoden S-W 

11 400400 amEKMU) (10) (QDNkAdn 8-8-3 


TOMB* 


F ORBYBURY STM ( 19 ) K Bailey 7-11-2 JOakeim 

U- BMNfl7m<9mPNk*c!ISS-11-4 MB rR mn ae M 

S55-2 ONBKVBKMIHCU) Q Rfchenk 6-11-2 ADaUk 

00- RtaRJUB (937) Q Baling 0-1 1-2 HCIBob* 

TCATRAOEO Mn L Rlcftard* 9-11-2 HI Mi a rii 

04 THBraJUFTBPB (40) P Benin 6-11-2 R laMrn (8) 

2 FWHTBtO TWOOT (14) AOra f, Erotaricoa 8-W-11 Jl|pa 

m TO«8i OeaMUHtaar a, FfOUtof Ikaul 7 

11-10 Oncoavenkur. 7-2 ideal Putner. 5-1 Tmmider, 9-1 FtgMlng Train. B-1 Ofaytwy^ar. 


m T Vt i P neaea 8>maa B, M y an e c QM 7, FaM AaJ Tan ey 8 
a 1 1-4 FaJr And Fancy. 7-2 Pampas Breeze. WBahymae &rl. 6-1 B»e To Sevan. Uaronaw. 10-1 


13 005006 LAIMSI9IIIMI(3)(CB)JEyr0 6-6-3 R«aaiay(B)8* 

13 (BUOQORnm RBI (3) (D)D Chapman 5-8-2 LCtamoafc4 

14 1B200Q IMURBV RUBICON (17) JBMhaO 4-6-1 __*«feami(9)T 

19 SMM LHHD DULAC (aa) (D) J A Harris 6-6-1 n« *i O Bimn 14 

IB 480640 RMECMm (139) JL Harris t-BB P Fane** <9)1 

TOP RMS TV«i CUrtahalRay B, Fh« QeM 7, laatoar (NaUa 3 

BHHMv 7-2 Ceroin Way. 5-1 SoiManor Oanfan. 7-1 Bnt Odd. 6-1 Beauam. Laogm&iv 10-1 Qnnk 
SokL Cabchvge Blue. Unman 


- — A Mackey 19* 

DBm* 2* 

SVahatar 3 

DHwrtaaall 

Tllilaa^iBa 10 

ataa*iDaiyar(7) 

13 

R Yariay (5)8+ 

L Charaocfc 4 

„J3ataOMaaa14 

PF*ae*y(5)1 


1 2.50 RnffHlomrLAH1*OSTAXZ5(D1»0 Ira 13,187 


3.40 IJBT0HIUIIBtawniBU3mC2JHa 

1 STTW- HO 1TRAK0 (21 9) (D) M ROB 6-11-10 J lamer 

a 130F-S1 BMtHaOI«L(«) (CO) JBpaoriao 4-ll-g « JM awn e (0) 

3 122P2-P PUH«J4mBAV(1Z)(D)Nhanderscn*-11-« MAFBzyaaMd 

4 25B84f-fl tUmWCHBMTAII (« (0)9 On* 6-11-6 AMcfcae 

9 P4S224 HABIAR(ia)(t»PV*agan»7-1i-S Tifcy 

a 1-3154^ TEiXHO OOLD (8) (D> (BF) P Brwfln* 5-1 V3 BKardegR) 

7 PPm-l DWLY SPORT QWl. (IS) (D) B LtawsHyn ft-TO-O MaJLUMhni 

TOP FORM TIPSl Bdktea H 8, Mg SMI 7 

■aofcp 9-4 Eskuna Nat. *-i Big Stand. 7-2 Tajano CoU. 8-1 Ptandn Bay. 7-1 nsm CuaBan. tz-i One* 
SBoit Qiri. 35-1 Haatar. Trmm iri 

raw ODBm - no 5nUKhW6akBn*d Uo me. 4BI d 10 . Mn 2 TL to Spaolan Ugltt (Btnaor-OrUJee 2 ml I. 
Odfafl 

nmu HSli Lad apnoananB 2 on. MM tw MB. Mat Salean mm* (Uttmitar 2m. Qd). 

ylilHim BAK Tided off when puBad up OMinr 3 kt mewin' UgMaMiig Led. H ran (Ours to* 

ZrfL&tSto. 

HMtUUlE Wmkaaad a»w BUI. SI 9fe ol 10 K> S»«*mrt Ariom lUtonatar 2 m. Gd-Fmi. 

TSJUUH oouk Lad anti dose up, bta ihd ha by Saadianpm (Worcester 2 m, Gd-Froi 

DAB.Y 9D0KT tBRL, Led 6 BL ns«M end eoAeoad 2 out 23 4Si at «2 U Hold Yaw RaUa (Nsetas Abbot 

anil. Gd-S&j. 


1 206430 HAiTOAM (38) (ODjEAtoto 9-8-11 

1 06009 FOB tODOE LAD (14) (C) J Eyre 5-6-11 

3 2-14540 SARAH (78) M Camacta 3-8-8 

4 316020 M194 HI A MI (47) M leicamhs 5-6-7 

9 5P1P-O0MB8MBICTP9 CAMS 3-4-6 

6 350556 BOU) ARSIOCRAT (3) (C) R HaWnsheed 4-8-5 ... 

7 0016 AIMBBTY BAY (131 XteUUsker 3-8-4 

8 315400 HO BimmSKM (34) (CO) DChapmU g-6-4 

B OUOSB JUST LUCKY (M) (CO) Mrs NUxsote* 3-8-3 

ID 019HH vo ca l c oamiap (io) WHatphB-a-3 

11 058200 DOWDBKYCKQJPfcftSriaB 3*0 

13 000 HAMDSOmsailAW (33) BMuror 3-6-0 

13 MTSTKIICH Q BaimS 3-8-0 

14 154840 FRAJK LAD (37) J Barr* 3-7-13 

13 (755JO- AWFULLY BURY (484) PEwuw 4-7-10 

IB 600410 9WYBKWD FLYUI (28)(6C) J A Hants 6-7-10 _ 

TOP FORM TOSa Ameaaly Bv B, Fraaa led 7, No Nnhdn 8 
■ eOMp 8-1 Fram Led. 7-t Awnewy Bay. Mm Marey. 8-1 Owatoaqr.ne 
No Satmamw, Vocal Command. 


KF afcett 

LCfammklB 

DtMffi0lB(a) 13 

J*Hmnm(777 

r LyacB(7)3 

CAd —»n (B)9 

JO*fan14 

J 130*1 

DM* IMh ia e 11 

BUfhe 

IZZ— DWvgalO 

PFaamrffl* 

M AO— B* 

AWMm(B)4 


2.20 H01TBIQHAH LR MAMMaEM ORCU BAMnCAP (H* 9) 1m 31 E8.7M 
1 556604 SHAlUa (BO) DCaegme 44-9) AWk 


1 556804 SHAHAa (BO) DCaagme 44-9) A Wk eMe (9) 3+ 

S 1I«2Q RLmO(ini)<C00MCaancho744 LChmaokl 

3 4-13254 00091710 (9) (C) H HoWoshead 744 Three 11 

4 80144 MORTAL DWA (98) A WeconOa 4 0 2 DQaMMe(9)7 

9 00-0013 LA Qflm(B)MR*ea 34-2 : 88*4*44 

0 3MS10 WW31 TUB BSST (BR) (COD A Jlarvls 5-0-0 JTat*8 

7 333000 HSKYTU (97) (OPKaflaway 4-8-42 — RHgbeitO 

B 120053 UAB{10) (CO) J Partes 54-6 K UaH 

0 225414 CAW — COT) J Eyre 3-8-2 RLmekiB 

14) 340046 NEVER THE (33) lira VAcontey 3-8-1 ■D*aatag9 

11 O-OOOPQ 4M0WTHBI HOms (10) EAlSKB 6-7-10 HVMnr(*)» 

13 350 VKTOR LASZIO (01) J Bethel 3-74 J Q4hI 

18 /OeVS-HUTmLAWBOII (831) BSmsrt 8-74 « «He a » 1« 

TUP FCmTWfeBM»8,le BaW 7,Ca*i**+i*0 

BMfing: S-1 Ifab. *-l Le Brief. 5-1 Wo's The BesL 6-1 Hener Thoe. 7-1 SftaraL 8-1 Iridor LesMa. tD-1 

Cwmrtri*. 12-t hmsi Lmsm. . n 


HVM*y(3) 13 


i Hdgo Lad. Botd Ar«ocraL »-l 


2.50 HuracHiM)<DrCAi>7ieMsa 


i .2 O obamd unov Mutsar makkcap «to jy e^Bf a 

1 011452 DOUBLE MAMOIB (13) (D) U Johnston 9-7 

9 5B3S13 PBOIB MOW (13) (D)GL Mane 6-13 ______ 

3 60046 KNAVE (10) RHMMIH 

4 536 LAOAM (94) C Brasln M 

9 pooeeo RAWI(44)WMiArB-1 

0 500345 DOUBUmUBBAY (47) J Ben* 7-13 

7 2M6QO ARCH AHQEL (8) (DJDOrwch Davis 7-11 

8 061000 CWHACASILE (33) (CD) PHsstem 7-11 

9 50*54 PeOOHea«OT(M)JFBxCarMd 7-11 


S Whitwo rth 13 

Z! J Q Meall 

— LCtaanwok 10 

HA0— a+ 


1 103001 m BUMBIAe (9) (■» so* BPalAig 4-10-2 

3 11200* SAAODMITX (0) (CD) fi flowrtdfl 4-HHJ 

. > 53*043 Wtoaoiro (30) (CD) J Eyre 34-13 . 

4. 420103 LIITIJE BUR (9) (CD) PEawis 44-10 

6 MOJ-60 OflAMGE PLACE OS} (P) TNougMoo *-B4 

0 11M«| BEMUM) SEVER (48) (DjCBmtSlnWLfl 

7 4D00K LOVEYOUUUJOHS(E)MJalinsHn 34-7 

8 *40000 JO MWWtT HMJOKm (33) COP) J Leigh 44-5 _ 

• 612008 SOMSHOH BOY (1 3) (0)P CMm 5*2 


v P Fe ei«y(9)3 

- — SVtM«l 

™.0 Pen (3) 13 

XFMnIS 

J D BmMl (3) 10 

-IZZZZ'^^a DaMMd »* 

— D HcKemm 0* 

— TtmsB 


10 605023 RBDACUISU((S)CLem74 

11 9)0 OnUFB TO LtVE(BO) A Harrison 7-7 


000 DAHCWQ CAVAUn (13) B HolitKhaaa 7-7 


1.40 HAMUHY5ELLD«1UIIO)CAPKUBBljrar* 44110*0. Cl ,704 

i isnn-i Mcaw)(4D)RLeecM2-o *■«**■ 

3 43624/P- ORAEAUATIVC (408) (D)KBmto 5-1 1-13 ALmbM0(3) 

3 613155 CHCHU (39) (D)M Pipe T1-114 Jlnrm* 

4 1«40»- CARFAX (203) (D)H Hood 10-1M ADaMAa 

0 9HAHAMR(9I0(D)B UeeaAyn 6-11-5 HrJLUnmO 

0 536241- COUVOY (993) C Mann 5-114 ReedwAKM 


Wincanton runners and riders 


10 221530 SHARP RRH1FF (40) 01) P Matin 44-0 RCaabM4 

11 OOIOB OB WAHra BO0)(roNCal«tfian*44 D ttarlsae 1+ 

13 43S140 MASmiRlJWID(4a)(D)C WB 3-643 DCMMw(5}13 

13 431160 CRETAN 04F7 (10) (QNLHniadm 4-B-S TIMLeeBM* 

14 120166 BBMTIOO (14) (C) (D) Mn N Meoaular 64-11 

IB *00600 0 FACTO R (5) D Harm Jones 844 AmStaflO* 

JS^J!P^ l !g “ lw,l ^7?^W(C)(D)(jW) Lord Kurttnoaon 4-84 k«We(D11 

TOP FORM IRSt Mr Bmgveo 8, llUe Bwr 7, Mn 8 

Rasing: 6-1 WipHU, t-i Mr Bewrac. 8-1 PramffiSitaaedn. UtUe Ibw. BeaUeo. Ba VhrMd 10 rmot 


3.20 BHfTSH OYP3UB4 CUIB 3000 HLUBV SRUJIN STARRS 2Y0 

1 MOM* 9HAHO OHA (0 ) (C) fl Pallinfl B4 R p. 

32*451 TORA-S FOOT |S)((l)0 Lems 84 


MO ADCtam 
XJM Ottrmre 


3LOO tan MORE BUSINESS (Mp) 

BJO P bUbb PH0e 

4.00 LlaheaaikaB Led (all) 


7 (2B3-4S UNO M9R (27} C ADM 4-11-2 D C— »|*e 

• J05P3-P BRLBK){140)W Clay 8-11-2 — «ew«e* 

8 P33W DDSHT PHKSMSTT (1 2) R Hold 4-1 H) — J Os hi n m 

10 5SSO-4D ALWAYS HADY (IB) N Mltth— 9-10-11 Bq^deWtk— 

on 

« IP25.'M)»«AIOW»3ATAIMUiaM)PMorBii*7-W4 E l fc T * ** 

13 Qgsa ALWAYS AUX (40) J MMB 8-9W ObiyMMB* 

13 33064 COBS OATS (32) B Sewens 7-10-5 MMemea* 

14 3P-*5 CA1D0RVA1S(13)L Barrall5-104 TKwi 

IB 0PM45 SMART DiBUTAlim (09) h9s» 3 Wton 6-TO-t MRotaaMaf H 


+ O anal a i hBalam. Qoiog Pood 

1.30 ILWJLUL STIUL STAKXNQ KOYtCES' HANDtCAP HURSUi C2J)40 


IB UWfnSr phwu pipw* 

i% 44U00~ KLOIDICC(S««) UnP^y 5-W-O — — R : 


"*“**^2 Saya^fwSw^' C<kn *' M Lfl0 * Wl<S " 1 ta * teL CoBWl ^ 0e8W ! 


ioi wf-aa 
103 I2322ST- 

103 IW- 

104 0-4213 

ios armas- 

100 «P120 

107 PO-* 
10* QfOEO-OO 

109 F/30/40- 

110 aftc-RP 
in OP-5* 



3.00 QRSATWRXIUtNHOVieBS' HURDLE 3m0(Cajr27 

401 CV42J-1 OKI. 001 (18) A Diaia 6-1V8 

409 1 3« MOM BU30 IEB9C1 9) PWchofa 5-11-6 

403 PPPSff- CHAimR9PRataS(B1«)ll<ssCHiatBr 6-11-4 

404 PnoSA-CHUKKARW (1049) JBoaley B-1 1-4 

405 0«S43 DARmOKBRl (IS) MBonon 6-11-4 

400 0 JUST ALBERT (27) Un J Pitman 5-11-4 

407 /rOOaaa- HZLU0N PBffiB (206) P Hobbs 7-IM 
400 00M4(Q- QUARRY lUXISS (zi OJDCheppei 7-11-4 

409 001- TTPI’RIQ A1DBG (493) D Handotto 6-1 V-4 

410 02- VAHH (409) J Old 5-11-* 

411 2-0 fTIOm(»5)W Tamer 4-TO-13 


*300 ADDS PRAY (30) M Janh 6-0 JTM*0 

0 C8MTHABRE(1O)MFIyan9-0 J>OUaO)11 

0 M A9AFWA CM) 3 WMBHB M 

00 nXXBim{17)JL Harrs 6-0 . 

<8055 LA FDIALS (If) M H Eastern* 5-6 i S!?* 

0 LAID BACK LUCY (311 J A Hairfa 8-6 _ 

6LMrSHAHB0H{1lT)WHMflfaM ZSZLvlZ 

nOHAfiKALHU.(1B)R(M^ gS?. 

6400 WITCIUCKEBMmr.thrtr.iui * . — 


DMdgm* 

HDwyare- 

AFMCV* 

TDKSoaMM(5) 

YSMtar* 


TOP raw TW8) Sw Man Meaa* 0, BeB Oea 7, YoM 4 

BaWep 10-11 S» More ftfliwjs. 7-2 Bed One, 5-1 YahM.8-1 Owy Hah. 10-1 UaUtan Pride. 12-1 

OaiwsKidg- 10 (■Here. 


ram aoa*-c&c#»N0 MB ftm. £gyf 

SHAMAKIB Meier aaBOHisa whan BMb T raeawa ^ 
ALWAYS READY: Atom bohtod. tfstort HP '■ 0d ^ B, ■ 

MAMZOOR SAYADAIfc Taded rf bat B Shiw StMtefd tmadom Ml ■ W 


J Ranis (7) 

TOP FDm TVBi LAde HegOgm 4, A« CSw 7, Marikam Stager 0 

BeHkw 7-4 AH Clear. ?-4UBte HpsJigjB. 6-1 MUA Soigst AOw. B-1 No mm Stigei. Burned Jra j*. 10-) 
CaeanaBoyVm&goRad. 11 rrsiean. 


MARZDOR SAYADAMi Tutol af bit B SIW S Mifn nronro * «■(■ w 

COmOAmAl^b«hmLSa7*W8BLOldQlBli»s«tForaeB^Ott^ 

CAinQlrtALfc)tohftMhwylroa3o«LSgo41*.btB6Lin»fcainea^lUaas*Mf»a,6dJ+}- 


2.00 CHARD HOtHCES' CHASE 3n If I TOydG £3,798 
SOI llHABWmiAD (IB) Ft Alnef 6-11-1! 


2.10 Riwiiu^^MwaToowJocRW RAweAFtaummsiiiwitaa^ia 

J ^S 3 S™SSSSMS^ 5 S 5 S« — - — sss. 


SOS CP/iU/- KMOUtYMMBl (B10) R Biker 7-11-0 

203 K 13W OTIUWA (IS) P NtchoKs 5-10-12 

TOP raw imb Oltmn a, Harwal Ud 7 
Baattop 6-11 ernra. 5-4 HanaD Ud. 33-1 Kmgsiev 5lngcr. 


TOP Wm T» Sraiwta* B, CkwagaTh* Aol 7, lantfe lead 0 

n ,-- r 2-t Lsry's Lont 7-2 ArOcnnoy GhM. *-l Cfloaga Iks Art. U-2 Man M The Gra nge, 6-1 
SeWn, u-i Bucks Sorpise 

wm OUOW«CMAIlOSTHB BCD LdduMB two oaLooa pace. Wn 71 Dy Conn (TEatnwal LARRY'S WHO 
TOft. 1R 5tn d IQtoToo Ptoh. BUCKS SURPRISE 

MM W TWE 1 mS^Ha»«Iraa^»eay dan 2 ouL m mn rwMe. 60 * By WeeUniWaiiwn/ 


2.30 HAMtlZmUllSTATIIAIffilCAPaUBSBHlf IIOgaUES^SR 

101 H3JP- MADTHYME(2O0)(C)NQasBMe8-12-0 j HK*r*a**b 

903 Z1R151- MR FUUtASAN (331) (CD) C Brocks wm a Bradley 

303 5&1J213- 4X8Vn3KMflSD(30Z)(D)F Hobos 10-11-6 Pater t faM o 

304 "JCIB 1 - SMniPS BARD (**0) Mrs J ftlman 7-11-6 Dhned 

300 52314-3 SUKL£YBAY(ia)(CO) PNctafcfMM PWd* 

900 2/445F5- ACAJOU IB (301) A Tumol 7-11-5 PCaatany 

307 SSM-- NORMAlieOINUmOII (037) TTbanson Janes ID-IW GMoCwart 

BOB PI 3-31 ROMANY CRKK (IQ) (4Mu)(p) a Balding 6-10-11 APMcCoy 

300 &5W»-UUHKRBIIMS*M (338) (C|U Pipe 6-OW DBridfinBar 

310 2164415- EUPBI HALT (330) B Moehan 7-10-5 BPraraB 

311 4R31P- srmqji JACK (343) hBMMCi 0-104 R Arcane 

312 IR3-U15 BLUSTERY FELLOW (1 1Z) (BF) N TnHCO-Dsirte* 10-10-5 CHendt 

TCPWmTimBk^aaYMBwklMeaaeranefcr.Clrar Shi p h e tf B 

BMtew 7-2 Romany C«*. 5-1 Ur RjiOBBa.X3e»«r Snepn8nJ.6-l SmWs Band. B-i Landsher IkaBle. 
Usd Tityma, Bluaary FbIIow. t(W Sodey Bay. 12-1 Acrm BL 1 2 raws. 


3.30 comw 

BOI *311131 

SOS Q22S-2F 1 
909 OFFP-U?* 
904 3111245- ! 
909 **FS2-3 

900 3J053-F 

007 04/4FB3- 

E0B 20/2- 

600 SEFJ22 
S10 D04P-04 

911 DPOPWL 
T0P FORM TO*: 
BaUtap 1 M Paid 
Take EN fiTErm 


18 64Q0 RUTCBACKCTdOICBrioinft-fl J" a -- — - 

« oa«mxjuuEm(22)wjanri*B-B — ij Swii 

TOP FOm TIDBa Yera*t Had 8, L> BhJ* 7, P*Me hlULQ * 

5-1 Ww, ‘® Rr * w Afl4a tov. 5-1 U finale. 6-1 PeOa Juhone. 6-1 Ftarrts'm. 10-1 lUod a 


I(1B)G BakHng 7-11-10 
9»(3)P Haws 7-11-6 
IY(40)PI«sf»«7-lW 
RMBI (B0S) K Bnley 6-1H) 
13 


3.50 YRORT APPnMmCER* HANDICAP 9C C3Jt1Q 



PB rtdjwra 
A Thorrton 
P Haley 
JOKeamb 


HaisuUUMBSXr (40) URPHaslara 58-12 CwelDestaaa 

4-645QD GREAT BEAR (St) (D) 0 Chapeau a-fl-a 

."nSmnarrit 

QHNBha 7+ 

M w c Jpr ^ 

M0S10 waoaiiuimjiBroROaMi*^, JaLk#+* ia 

M1700 FOiM op SPADES (40) (D) P EwrtJ 4-9-0 ” .. aSI 

532S?iI+ 

15*OS2 KALAR(g)(CD) D ChaPtBH _ h ujm4 

«H»S4 HEVratJOlFSTAHaumTteiiaM^irrn 

«MD3 PM YOUR LADY (13) BmjLaelEES *^” 


Ftetany 

a Upton* 

CMeeda 

RbA 


;. 9-2 Tnsi Dead, e-i Gsmaon Coonaader. 6-1 Caun UNody. id -1 


4.00 WCSSCX HANBKAP HURDLE In C3JS2Z 


Ml 661)0-0 CADQU60U (47} (iqUPpe 4-12-0 
009 <113- UOH9IT OF OLORV (341 ) (D) DG*ndQ*a 4-11-11 

000 06510-3 KEEP HE HI MHO) (90) (CO) NUId*£6-11-S 

004 11iaj-l LKBfIDUNQLAD(12)(CD)JKB0 7-11-5 
409 3LC1FP- CMBtYL’l LAD (944) N HsnArsaa 5-10-10 
000 4/0621- 9PHRIQ SAINT (318) Mtas C Hcrhr 6-10-S 

■07 5414/0P- HUSTAHIL(413)R HadgnsD-KN) 


SSrUgmitar 
U Dwye, 
DSkyrme 
auptan 
J RKara agh 

T bemkalD] 


—rw Ji 

s * 


r.AD^/WIT 

-PFbaaayM* 


TW rant TVS: UgMaring Lad 10. Cadousald 0 

BMUew 1W0 LisfUamg LM 7-2 CddntfH. M OwryTs Lad, 6-1 Heap Me In Wind. Uemm Ol Oary, 
8-1 Spring Saw, 36-1 UwoniL T Hina aia 


" >«^“«*OPUIllBWlCKf31)(|l)WK^ 6^-12 --=^1— . 

TCT 8 0aiTOdh l iePa8wBeraa8.UdhaM.*»Vk»^«- M »„- t0 * . 

^ croay - ^ QoH tar. 7-1 MBiae -Rm Teue. 6-1 Lad y 3b+* 

- un* 1 ** 


toe: SOOTHWEU-- 1120 DrimanL 1150 AwfBUy 


Results 


KEMPTON 

1 A»(3»(4dl.). VfiUW«mgLL 

n.4O.t1.70.Q.7p..Puaj 
F: C6.G0 Trio: S2QD0. CSF: CliTO Tnceae 
E98-27. 


1JH> (Rra HUM# 1. ■JWEW4JB WW- 
FlUsTc Maude (7-4 Mjrli 3, J*» B*T* 
(16-1? a. Quart |U-2). 9 ran- 10, 1* (N 
Tnieson-Davieal TWc: K.5H £®. PW 
EZIO Dual F. E 2 S. 00 . TrW CTO 50. CSF 
£27.16. 


a. DO (Sra 41 1 1 0yOe Cb): i. 
COONAWARA, M A FHzgeraM 113-21. 2, 
CTaanea (4-1); Al w unt P lsm oi nh. (7-2 
Int-tav). 7-2 |nMav MuRmnfc. Kl ran. 3. TL ft 
Forster) Tow C8ZQ, E3J0. VM. C1.3Q. 
Dual F: C30.10. Trie: £$780 CSF. £31.05. 
Trleaet £973)4. 

9 M pra Ch)t i, MYLAND. J Osborne 
(5-1). 3. Mnd* Mai ( 8 - 1 1 lev): 3, UMe 
Wowkay (50-1). Bran. iM.dlaLiOShenaoooi 
Tew fSJXfc £2.00. E1JB. Dual F: £5/40. CSF; 
C1(UM 

3jOO (2m » Hdtob 1, REDODaVOUn. 
NBA P Hid* rr-4 in); 2. Teen Jay (8-1): 
3, Cee a may (9-41. 4 ran 30. 25 ij Gu- 
tard) Tote. £2.40. Dual F; C 4 .oa CSF- M 1 25 
«0 (2m Cb* 1, IHCHCAIUOCH, G 
Upton (13-2);S,©WI0Mly Strang (S-ijj 3 , 


DciAsy CMNe IB-Z). T-Z fa* Second ColL 8 
ran. 1.20, (J Ktnoi Tate £?-90c £1 60. C1JB0. 
£1 JU Dial F: CTB.7D CSF-QS.90. 


4JX)(2m): 1 , AHDAIBTO, Mr P Prrtehert- 
-Goadon (Evens rav1;2,Mymilo We tSO-i); 
9, ArithMUB (8-1 j. T7 ran. iX hd. (Lady 
Horneoj Tote. £1 80: CI.IO. CIZID. £2.40. 
Dual F: S1033B. Trio: E2M.30. CSF: CB4J1. 
NR: Millies F*rtnces3- 
QUADPQn £31 JO. 

PUCBPOTICKLSa 
JACKPOT: £7 £7*40. 


Rothwll] Tew Cl. 6 ft £1 JO. El JO. Dual F: 
£1.60. CSF" £282 

* JO (Bn Hd8e)l I.THORKTON CULTS, L 
wyer (Evans lavC *, Dtaanoaid Cart (5-4); S, 
Qymctefe Smereinn ( 1 3-2) 3 ran. B. 25. (M 
H Caslerby) Tote El. 9ft Dual F' Cl 30. CSF: 
C243. 


HAYDOCK 

UO(2m Hdaj: 1 , QUERNS CONSUL, R 

Suppha 14-6 lav). 2, INwb Drra (J-SJ. 
3, Mte> LemiaOyM 1 10-U Bran 5. 15 (S 


Liotwafti.oouujKTBEBsrnn, 

G Bradley (1 i-a lav): 2 , diakem ( 4 - 11 ; 3 , 
S asaea W FtaWi ( 8 - 1 ) 6 ran. 1 11 . (C 
Brooke) Tow £220; C1.B0. E2 4CL Dual F 
C3M.CSF.U6& 

a-BO (Stra «f KaBeb 1 , RUIIAWAY PETS: 
D Brtdgwaier (1-0 lav), a, Mmn Pdnoa 
(0-li: a, LMe i7-2) 3 ran 2*. IS im pipe) 
Tola: £1.42 Dual F. £1.70. CSF: EZ57. NR- 
Kodori 


UO (2ra Chb 1, T06B WORPT WAIT, J 

RNiton (6-4 fawn s;r*b tyPMiee (B-4); s. 
King* rvgui (7-4). 3 ran 7. diet- (R PWt- 
Upe) Tola- £1.00 Dual F' E2.00L CSF: UM. 
NR: Front Street Petmer. 

US (2m 71 HOyN Hd*b 1. SMITH 
TOO, W Morston (7-4); 2, AtncnaUm 
114-1); 9, Ym Men (evens lav). 4 ran. 3X, 
15 (Mrs j Pitman) Tow: BL40. Duo] F: 
mm CSF: Cl* 82. 
atlADPQT!C22G0. 

PLACEPOTiCOOO 


HBIEFORD 

1.10 ( 2 m if Me* 1 , COfBnN MUL, T 
Dsacomfae (12-11, 2, Water Mw fZ5-D. 
9,K>Qran4(33-1) S -2 lav Green'S Seago ■ 
IS ran. 20.7. (R Hodges) Totc CIO.BO: £240. 


£7 SO. £7 JO. Dull F: C47JB. Trio- £22500 
CSF- C23S.07 TricaaC £2298.38. 

1-40 (2m 3f Ch)r 1, MAN MOOS, Mr E 
Jemee <10-11 lav): z, Draksc* Beacon 
04-1): a, rtm VeaenUiw (7-2). B ran. 14. 6. 
(C Brooke) Tote; £2J)0; Cl JO, Cl.60. Cl JO. 
Dual F- £7.60. CSF- S 12 - 31 . Tf.caet (29.80. 

9.10 (2m if HdM)t 1, VARTO, J Lower 
ns-rth 2, Rey*4» Angola (6-4 lav): 3,1a. 
teOa Bov (7-1). T* ran *. 10 . |U Pipe) Tow: 
£2.70; £1.10. tiJ0.Cl.50. Dual F £l JO. Trio: 
£280 CSF: £4-21. 

MB On If UOydt CSh): 1, STONGV 
BURKS, A P McCoy ( 6 -a fsvr. 2, Pam 
Logic (9-*); 3, Red Pmda 0-1). 7 ran. 4. 

io. |7 NwnaUa) Ton: Ci.flO; £i.*o. Ci.oa 

Dual F: £3.70. CSF: £4.61. 

8.10 ( 2 m Of 110 yds HdW)i 1 , THREE 


P McCoy (13-Blavl. 2, 

GSF^O4fl| 0 T DUal 

CSF: £74.01. Tricaat £010.11, 




FULL RC5ULTS ^CRVICt 

089 1-168-168 




£194.60: £ig 

Dual F; E338.60. CSF;£7As eo *' 5 ' ro, £3 ’ 00 - 
QUADPOTi £4 Eg, 

WL *®RPo , ry eioeao 
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TOURISTS PUT SEAM ON STREAM FOR TODAY’S HISTORIC TEST IN PRETORIA 


SPORTS NEWS 15 


Rugby Union 


Matthew Engel 
enjoys the build-up 
to today’s game 


T WO nights ago there 
was ah enormous elec- 
trical storm on the 
High Veld, with about three 
hours of thunder, lig htning 
pnd driving rain. Newcom- 
ers gawped, awe-struck; In 
England there might have 
been no cricket for days. By 
morning there was not a 
paddle left; they were even 
watering the Test wicket. 

And thus it is with other 
matters here. History has 
poured on this country and 
seems to have been swal- 
lowed up into the earth. 

This morning England will 
start a Test match in South 
Africa for the first time for 
30 years and 272 days. 

The last game, at Port 
Elizabeth in February 1965, 
concluded so routinely — 
rain prematurely ended ah 
over from Peter Pollock in a 
game already dead — that 
Pollock, now chairman- of 
South Africa’s selectors, has 
fo r go tten it. He remembers 
it was a dull series because 
the bat dominated the ball; 
the rest is lost in the mists. 

It would be nice if his son. Ball bearing. ..Devon Malcolm, getting his aye in during practice yesterday, is back in the picture for the first Test 
Shaun, were able to bowl 

the first ball this morning. ■ ■ ■ ■ ap _ 

siss England look for water p 

one is bothering about his- ■ 

tory any more; it is a Test 

match, the start of a pukka ftr[hf<rir . ^ ~ ley. Pete: Martin and Mike away some of the promised they met But the Destroye 

and probably tightly con- m r ‘° lw, “ Watkinscn missing out with pace, watering will have the as Nelson Mande la dub be 

tested five-match series. the final XI to be decided this twofold effect at holding the hhn, has been out of sort 

The conversation yesterday Leonard Hutton morning. surface together and offering The bowling coach Pete 

was all about the toss, the ^^^once remarked in his Water is a sensitive issue some grip for the seam. “1 Lever has failed singularly 1 

pitch, who was in and who ^^•conspiratorial whis- with Yorkshiremen at the mo- don’t know how much the move him from his belief tin 

was out It is still necessary •^per that cricket ment and Illingworth was watering will bind it his action is not for tinkerim 



Catt’s tales 
stamped on 
by Rowell 


T 


n-ii, rt~jLrrix n ti nn n He added: “Rob played in 

Rober t fo.kvativUfl many stirring games and he 

was keen to play a wider 
HE England man ager game; it was not always his 
Jack Rowell issued a fault that England were un- 
sharp public rebuke able to pull it off. if people are 
to Mike Catt y ester- going to malign one of our 


t Jr* . . V 1 ’™' : 

r 

■ & ' v .;V, 

kzmm 
\mmm. 


day for describing the Spring heroes. God help us." 


bok captain Francois Pienaar 
as “an average player”. 

Catt’s ill-chosen remark on 


More contentiou5ly, Rowell 
claimed that England cur- 
rently “don't have the person- 


last Sunday's BBC Rugby nel to close the game down", 
Special runs counter to the notwithstanding the fact that 
customary policy of his Eng- leading League One forwards, 
land team-mates, who try with few exceptions, are in- 
either to praise the opposition volved in tight negative can- 
before big games or at worst tests every week, 
remain silent He added: "We didn't capi- 

"Mike Catt is a young man talise on our hard work in the 
and a very exciting talent but World Cup but we have 
hell learn die hard way, changed the spine of the 
regretfully, that the last thing team. Moore. Richards and 
you do is stir up the opposi- Andrew have all gone, and 
tion,” said Rowell, shortly be- from now on we aspire to a 
fore supervising the England different style.” 


squad in a 105-minute train- The new laces in the Eng- 
ine session at Roehampton. land team, Rowell suggested, 

“He will understand in a would help provide the means 
year or two; by Saturday “to pick up and move into 
night he could be locking plan A”. He explained: “Andy 
back and licking his Robinson is there to instigate 
wounds." the open game we want to 


licking 


his Robinson is there to instigate 
the open game we want to 


Rowell himself commended play and Damian Hopley on 
the Springboks as “players of the right wing also has on lm- 


W r U 


immense pride” and went on 
to underline Catfs pivotal 
role at fly-half in England's 
new game-plan. He said: 


” and went on portant part to play; he is a 
Catfs pivotal big man with good hands.” 
f in England's Although England have lost 
tn. He said: only once at Twickenham 


England look for water power 


“Mike is a gifted instinctive since the 1991 World Cup — to 
footballer who will have a Ireland — Rowell felt that his 
strategic part to play, kicking revamped side now faced a 
when it’s needed and moving momentous task. “The South 
photograph: cuve mason the ball at the right time.” Africans are on the crest of a 
The visit of the Springboks wave as world champions. 
__ offered England “a big oppor- There is nothing like the mo- 

tunity" to develop the expan- mentum that comes from win- 
sive style they had pursued in rung game after game as 
practice during the past year, they’ve been doing. 


MEkeSefvey in Pretoria 


ER Leonard Hutton morning, 
once remarked in his Water 
(conspiratorial whis- with Yorl 
per that cricket ment an 


ley. Peter Martin and Mike away mma of the promised 
Watkinson missing oat, with pace, watering will have the 
the final XI to be derided this twofold effect at holding the 


said RowelL He refused to 
point the finger at Catfs pre- 


“They set off to win the 
World Cup and they won it 1 


Water is a sensitive issue some grip for the seam, 
with YorksWremen at the mo- don’t know how much 


twofold effect at holding the hhn, has been out of sorts, 
surface together and offering The bowling coach Peter 


they met But the Destroyer, Smith, despite rumours that decessor Rob Andrew — an- don’t accept that they were 
as Nelson Mandela dubbed be had been omitted, is play- other criticised by Catt, for lucky. You cannot umderesti- 


ing in the country of his birth | “negative tactics”. 


at No. 6. 


Rowell forecast that An- 


Lever has failed s i n g ula r ly to Mike Atherton is only too drew’s “huge experience’ 


was out It is still necessary that cricket ment and Illingworth was watering will bind it 

to step back, pinch oneself pitches were tike new brides, clearly disgruntled. "On together,” Illingworth ccnto- 
and marvel that it is hap- “You just never know how Tuesday we definitely had 12 ued, “but it can't be bone- 
pening and that sometimes they are going to turn out” players in mind but we've had hard now, can it?” 
the world really does get a It certainly applies to the to change that now,” he said. So bets have been he dged, 
little better. “ - - . - - .... 


don’t know how much the move him from his belief that aware of the need to come out would not easily be replaced, 
watering will bind it hte action is not for tinkering, fi ghting and n o problem 


mate them, they're the tough- 
est competitors in the world 
— and England will have to 
come to terms with that.” 


and as a result Malcolm, who in a concerted South African 
wants desperately to play in attempt to batter his players 


this of all countries, finds his 
international career in jeop- 


surface prepared at Centu- “The pitch was already with a decision to be taken on ardy once more. 


into submission. 

“We had a whole summer of 
that against West Indies, so 


But where are we? The rion Park in Pretoria far s lightly damp and they were I whether to discar d a spinner En gland cannot afford to be we are prepared for that,” he 


stadium, which is about to today’s first Test Until yes- watering it as we arrived. I 
become Test cricket’s 76th terday it seemed straight- asked- tharn when they were 
ground, is called Centurion forward enough: here was a going to stop and they fold me 


altogether; and if so, which caught cold at the start They said. “There are some very 
combination of seamers are certainly not so good that positive vibes in this side that 


going to stop and they fold me would best be suited both to they can give 


Park. It was built in a sub- pitch untried over five days they didn't know. Of course the ground conditions and, 
orb of Pretoria to replace that promised, according to they know their own pitches wife thund erstorm s and mug- 


the old cramped city-centre the groundsman Hilbert Emit 
ground where the first rebel to offer some slow seam early 
tour began m 1982 and Boy- In the match, good batting 


to offer some slow seam early to my mind it is unusually 
in the match, good batting late to be watering. When I 


and how to prepare them but giness predicted, the atmo- 
to my mind it is unusually sphere as wall. 


te ground conditions and, ' start to teams cf thin calibre, 
1th thunderstorms and mug- so the bowlers’ reliabili ty 
ness predicted, the atmo- rather than their mercurial 
there as welL nature is important; time 

Should Richard Illingworth enough for the dynamite 


bored everyone conditions later and turn at first saw the. pitch I bad no play — still the likeliest op- when the shot-hole has been 


throughout the first day. 

The suburb is, or was, 
called Verwoerdburg. after 
the warped logician-prime 


the end. England would play a doubt that it would turn; now 
balanced attack of three lam keeping an open mind.” 


seamers and a spinner. 


tion — then Angus Fraser, 
Darren Gough and Dominic 


drilled. 

Much the same applies to 


The manager did not go so j Cork will share the seam the batting. There may yet 


one-match 1 did not detect last winter, 
us calibre, “They have practised well, 
reliability are looking forward to the 
mercurial game, and are suffering no 
ant; time hangover from the matrix in 
dynamite Kimberley where we were 
1 has been lacklustre.: But conditions 
were alien to those we shall 
applies to find here. We are in good 
may yet shape." 


Davies shock 
for Cardiff 


The best-laid plans were fer as to suggest subterfuge bowling. Therefore, if a come a time when Jack Rus- For a history graduate, needs a hernia operation. 


minister, murdered in put on the hack burner, how- but there is no doubt that a fourth seamer were called for, sell’s batting (or Alec Stew- however, Atherton is exhibit- 1 The 33-year-old former 


ever, when the team arrived side containing five seam it would be between Devon art’s wicketkeeping) allows 


1966, who masterminded ever, when the team arrived side containing five seam 
apartheid and got South Af- at the ground yesterday bowlers, as South Africa al- 
rica into the mess in the lunchtime for practice only to most certainly will have, 
first place. A couple of see the ground staff hosing would not be best served by a 
months ago the local coon- the surface. It demanded a se- surface taking spin early on. 


at the ground yesterday bowlers, as South Africa al- Malcolm and Mark Hott, who just five specialist batsmen to 
lunchtime for practice only to most certainly will have, might be more productive in play, but for the moment. 


ing scant sense of occasion in Wales fly-half goes into hospi- 
the first meeting between the tal today after being injured 


months ago the local coun- 
cil decided to rename the 
place after the cricket 
ground. So it is now 
Centurion. 

The road leading to the 
ground is still named John 
Vorster Drive after Ver- 
woerd’s equally repulsive 
successor. It seems safer to 
say this is the Pretoria 
Test. Wherever the ground 
is, there was a sumptuous 
official dinner there before 
Tuesday’s storm broke. 

The speeches were well 
judged as to content and 
length, and the evening 
concluded with a session of 
a skilful black Rory 
Bremner called Aggrey 
Lonake, whose speciality is 


slower, swingier conditions. 
That Malcolm Is not first on 


lectorial rethink from Ray- But already this season spin- the bawling sheet might come 


play, but far the moment, two sides in this country for in the 28-15 win against Cam- 
with big runs very much in 30 years. Did he feel that this bridge University last Friday, 
short supply, Illingworth is was an historic event? “Not It means he will miss Car- 


mond Illingworth, and the up- 
shot was that a squad of 13 
was announced, John Craw- 


ners have taken wickets on 
the ground in four-day games. 


as a surprise to file South 
African batsmen who were 


sticking to tile security of six. really,” he drawled. 
Mark Ramprakash , has been another Test match.” 
given the c h a n ce to establish dnlmo (ham): *m a ah 


Meanwhile, the double blue 

owMwummT Willem Van der Merwe, a 

last-minute replacement for 

J ONATHAN DAVIES’S the Frenchman Albert Cl- 
comeback with Cardiff gagna, helped himself to two 
has been put on hold, of the Stanley's XVs seven 
two matches after he signed tries as they defeated Oxford 
from Warrington, because he University 41-31 at lffley 
needs a hernia operation. Road yesterday. 

The 33-year-old former The win reversed a run of 
Wales fly-half goes into hospi- three wins by the Dork Blues 
tal today after being injured in the annual fixture, 
in the 28-15 win against Cam- Alex King, the 20-year-old 
bridge University last Friday. Bristol University fly-half. 
It means he will miss Car- will make his debut for the 
difPs European Cup matches South-West against the North 
against Begles and Ulster this In the CIS Divisional Champi- 


. though it should take | demolished by him last time [ himself at No. 3 and Robin 


Squash 


was an historic event? “Not It means he will miss Car- will make his debut for the 
really,” he drawled. “It’s just difl’s European Cup matches South-West against the North 
another Test match.” against Begles and Ulster this in the CIS Divisional Champi- 

BrauMD (from): *m a AHmrton. a j month and he will be ruled onship match at Bridgwater 

out of three Heineken League on Sunday. King, who plays 
d oou0ti, r k BQnsjwonti. arc Fraser, o matches. for Rosslyn Park, is one of six 

E Mateot m._u c “ ea ‘1 have had tixe problem be- newcomers in the South-West 

X? TuMPE JcL£5££j * fore," said Daria. “I will linkup 
Rhodes, b m Malian, to j Rtchsrdaon. s need complete rest for seven The Leicester back-row for- 

M Pollock. C R Matthew*. A A OoosJd, BN 
Sdum*. C E EMmi 


England defeat world’s best 


for Rosslyn Park, is one of six 
newcomers in the South-West 
line-up. 

The Leicester back-row for- 


i*££^**°™*-*" days and should be back in ward Chris Tarbuck captains 
c j Mach toy (sa), s v eniur action three weeks after the bolters Midlands against 
that” London at Northampton. 


Richard Jago in Cairo 


ing from blisters after seven 9-1 defeat was worrying. It revelling in his new role as 
m a t c he s in nine days. Quite was the consequence chiefly England No. l. He came from 
why they had decided against of wandering concentration, 5-7 down to outplay Zu hair’s 


5-7 down to outplay Zu hair’s 


N GLAND’s chances of doing so the day before allowing Zubair, the world brother Zarak Jahan Khan 

vtiAtoU I »» flOiTVot - Qm/vlnn iih i hi Jb I XTa A Q tl%A AVtxTinA r*m+ Iwi* I fi ft fi n ft 6 


I capturing the world against Sweden, toe group’s 
I team title far the first weakest team, is a mystery. 


No. 46, the chance to get into 9-7, 9-2, 9-3. 


the match. 


the local politicians. Even time improved considerably for it almost certainly con- 
toe passages in Afrikaans when they beat the holders tributed to toe champions 
sounded hilarious. The Pakistan 2-1 here yesterday. now having a far harder quar- 


Del Harris, playing for the 


Walker then fell apart un- first time since reaching toe 
characteristically in the fifth World Open final on Satur- 


sounded hilarious. The Pakistan 2-1 here yesterday. now having a far harder quar- game and the only excuse that day, then won the decider 

smiles from some of the It was the first time Eng- ter-final draw and a likely could be offered was that he without fuss against Mil* Za- 

more thick-set Northern land had beaten the sport’s semi-final confrontation with was disturbed by an Incident man Gul 9-3, 9-0, 9-3. 


NON NOKIA DIGITAL 
CELLPHONES DIRECT 


Transvaal Afrikaner types outstanding nation in an open the favourites Australia. 


did seem a little forced; event, but this was just c 
that is the way it is in South notable happening on a c 
Africa these days: there are foil of strange occurrences. 


at 1-4 In the third game when It left England top af their 


event, but this was just one Zubair Jahan Khan, mak- there was a collision after group, with a comfortable 
notable happening on a day ing his debut for Pakistan, which he complained that he draw against Canada and 


a lot of forced smiles from 
the blokes that used to be 
forcing everyone else. 

But, on the face of things, 
the good feeling here is 
remarkable. And just as it 
is hard to believe it is the 
same sour country one 
knew and love-hated, it is 
bard to believe the cheery 
bunch of cricketers at the 
net yesterday were Eng- 
land, the wretched bunch 
that fefi to pieces at the 
first puff of wind from 
Shane Wacne in Australia a 
year ago. 

The manager, Ray Illing- 
worth, and the captain, 
Mike Atherton, are playing 
a lot of bridge together and 
seem to be getting on fam- 
ously. And the general bon- 
homie is cemented by the 
presence of John Robert 


First the Pakistanis decided 


to rest their World Open to beat Chris Walker, toe 

champion Jansher Khan be- world No. 7. 

cause he was tired and suffer- Walker’s 2-9. 1-9, 9-2. -9-4, 


caused a remarkable upset by was being hit by his oppo- odds-on to reach the final, 
coming from two games down nenfs racket and elbow. Whether Walker or Mark 

to beat Chris Walker, toe Fortunately the situation Chaloner will play in the 
world No. 7. was impressively rescued by third position If they do get 

Walker’s 2-9. 1-9, 9-2. -9-4, the world No. 5 Simon Parke, there is another question. 
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Rugby League 


Hockey 


Want-away England giant sends in his lawyers 

Absent Mather has Wigan in a lather 


Paul Fitzpatrick 


B ARRIE-JON MATHER, 
who was due to play tn 


Erwho was due to play to table and hold talks v 
Wigan’s league match at player to sort this out 
Castleford last night is stay- "It is a pity he has 
tog away from the club. this attitude. We all 


taking legal action and their was transfer-listed at £150,000. 
vice-chairman Tom Rath- The 22-year-old Mather, at 
bone said yesterday: “I would 6ft 7tn the tallest player to the 
hope that we can get round a English game, has been fur- 


Netherlands 
brought down 

NoH Manthorpe 
in Cape Town 

T HE Netherlands, once the 
best team to toe world, ex- 


table and hold talks with toe tier frustrated this season by i best team to toe world, ex- 
player to sort this out his inability to displace Gary perienced the changing face 

"It is a pity he has adopted Connolly or Va’aiga Taiga- of the women’s game when 
this attitude. We all thought mala from his favourite posi- they, lost 3-2 to the opening 


England’s versatile World be had settled down and was tion of centre. 


Troutbeck Barclay as assis- Cup centre cum back-row for- enjoying his rugby again.” 
tant manager, the Etonian ward has not been seen at Mather played for Perth 


The Wigan coarii Graeme 


match of toe Olympic qualify- 
ing tournament here 


and former Sussex captain, training this week and has Western Reds on a short c on- yesterday, saying: ‘Tm very 

whose diplomatic skill is so anhwi his solicitors to chal- tract during the summer and disappointed with his atti- 

honed that he is wasted on lenge his contract — ■ which possibly sees his long-term tude, especially at a time 

cricket. Had he arrived runs to 1997, according to fotura to Australia. He was when we need tom most” 


tract during the summer mid disappointed with his atti- 
possibly sees his long-term tude, especially at a time 


here earlier, be could have Wigan — in an attempt to se- frustrated last season by in- 


West was critical of Mather yesterday, 
yesterday, saying: ‘Tm very Two goals from Maria Paula 
disappointed with his atti- CastelH, the first a brilliant 
tude, especially at a time lob from the back of the D 
when we need tom most” after only four minutes, and 

Meanwhile St Helens have one from Gabriela Sanchez 
seemed two of their most 
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sprang Mandela from jail 
yean before it happened. 

But the test of all this am- 
ity will come with the first 
gigantic crisis. It is hard to 
know what that might be 
for the new South Africa; 
for the England cricketers 
it could come at any mo- 
ment now, if and when they 
get themselves into their 


cure his freedom. 

. Wigan are keen to avoid 


jury, which restricted him to 


Bigger cheques in the cup 

T HIS season's Challenge survivors plus the “temporary 
Cup will oflerrecord prize- amateurs” Doncaster against 
money — hut the sponsor. Silk 10 Second Division elute. 

Cut, will not reveal the exact • Jacques Olivier, the 


only six starts; at one point he promising young players, the 

foil-back Steve Prescott and 
— toe winger Andy Halgh. on 

S n f|| A a MI % new contracts that win keep 
■■■ Hl“ Clip them at the dub until Decem- 
ber 1998. Prescott aged 21, 
survivors plus the “temperary has scored 28 tries to 60 


secured two of their most gave Argentina the points to 
promising young players, the a ma t ch played at a fierce 
foil-back Steve Prescott and pace. Jeanette Lewin and 
toe winger Andy Halgh, on Mantje Dormers with a penal- 
new contracts that, will keep ty flick reduced the deficit but 
them at the dub until Decern- it was Argentina’s day. 
ber 1998. Prescott aged 21, Germany, physically strong 
has scored 28 tries in 60 and technically superb, beat 
and has played to China 1-0 In the second , 
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every game this season. 


match, Britta Becker scoring. 


normal mess and the cap- amount until the first-round Springbok wing who will play national exposure an Satur- 
tain and manager start draw is made on Tuesday at at Twickenham on Saturday, day week when the BBC will 


blaming each other. But at 
the moment it' does seem to 
be a country where mir- 
acles can happen. 


Leigh Miners Welfare. 


The first round will com- tralian Super League. An an 
prise 2/a amateur aides, the announcement on his fixture 


third round pitting the nine I is expected next week. 


has been targeted by the Aus- televise their Regal Trophy 
tralian Super League. An an second-round tie against Hall- 
announcement on his fixture fox at The Stoop, home ofHar- 


Lortdon Broncos are set for Korea beat South Africa 3-0. 
ftianal exposure on Satur- Great Britain begin their 
ty week when the BBC will campaign today with a tricky 
lerise their Regal Trophy game against Canada, who de- 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 


lequim RPFC- 


spite always being underdogs 
have reached all three Olym- 
pics since 1984. 
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Becker bows to Sampras, page 1 4 


Catt slapped down bv Rowell, page 15 


Matthew Engel and Mike Selvey in Pretoria, page 15 


SportsGuardian 


INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 


Friendly International: England 3, Switzerland 1 


European Championship qualifying 
Group Six: Portugal 3, Rep of Ireland 0 


England find scoring touch Republic go 

down but 


David Lacey art WwnMay 




NGLAND, with a 
deflected shot by 
Stuart Pearce, an 
.accurate header 
I from Teddy Sher- 
■frn gharri and an opportunist 
goal by Steve Stone when 
Alan Shearer's shot proved 
too hot to hold, redeemed an 
unconvincing start after 
Adrian Knap had given Swit- 
zerland the lead here last 
night 

For England this was the 
first win of the season, and 
their first practical opportu- 
nity to take stock of the field 
for the 1996 European Cham- 
pionship. The Swiss had al- 
ready qualified, along with 
Russia and Spain. 

Switzerland, who had a fair- 
to-middling World Cup last 
year, were largely un- 
changed. Chapuisat, arguably 
their most gifted striker, has 
been out for some time, but 
with Knup leading the attack 
and the familiar pace of Sut- 
ter and Turkyilmaz they al- 
ways had the potential to 
cause England problems. 

At least these were football 
problems. If nothing else, 
Wembley offered England a 
temporary break from the 
headlines. With their coach 
pursued by old bills from his 
Tottenham days, according to 
one tabloid, and Gascoigne 
awaiting the outcome of con- 
stabulary duty in Glasgow 
after Saturday’s flying elbows 
at Ibrox, they needed toe 
respite. 

After two barren games this 
season they also needed a 
goal, which first promised 
when quick passes from Shar- 
ingham and Kedknapp found 
Gascoigne in range but he 
curled Mb shot wide. 

That turned out to be Red- 
knapp’s last significant con- 
tribution to toe match. After 
six minutes he pulled up with 
what appeared to be a 
strained hamstring and was 
replaced by Stone. 

Redknapp was a loss, no 
doubt about that but at least 
Stone was more likely to give 
England the width and pace 
on the right that they would 
need to breach Switzerland's 
massed defences. The game 
cried out for Darren Ander- 
ton’s ability to take the ball 
past defenders and move in- 
side for shooting 
opportunities. 



notout 


Cynthia Bate m an in Lisbon 



Hair-raising moment McManaman rises well to win a midfield ball amid Switzerland’s red shirts at Wembley last night photograph: frank baron 


Gascoigne nearly set np the 
opening goal, though not at 
the right end. Once again he 
proved a liability when mov- 
ing deep into toe England half 
on the quarter-hour, laying a 
vague back-pass straight to 
Tarkyflmas. Pallister blocked 
the immediate danger but the 
bail then found Knup, who 
should have done better than 
drive his shot into Seaman's 
midriff. 


Two minutes later Sforza’s 
pass to Sutter exposed toe 
habitual squareness of Eng- 
land’s centre-backs and again 
a goal beckoned, only for 
Turkyilmaz to waft the 
chance over the bar. 

En gland found it difficult to 
achieve anything as clear-cut, 
but just past the half-hour 
Shearer pounced on a weak 
clearance from Geiger which 
left Pascalo completely ex- 


posed. Shearer's shot, though 
well struck, was kept out by 
toe Swiss goalkeeper, and 
when Gascoigne released 
Sheringham in space five 
minutes later his former Tot- 
tenham colleague drove fb*> 
ball wide. 

Five minutes before half- 
time the Swiss made En gland 
rue such profligacy. A cross 
from Turkyilmaz on the right 
dipped towards toe near post. 


where Knup stepped in front 
of Adams to flick the ball past 
Seaman with a toss of toe 
head. 

Wembley, little more than 
one-third toll, began to expe- 
rience a' familiar hollow feel- 
ing, bat this did not last long: 
In the last minute of the half 
McManaman laid a short cor- 
ner from Gascoigne back to 
Pearce, whose fierce shot took 
a deflection tiS Quentin and 


Wales restore some semblance of pride 


Russell Thomas 


W HILE other nations 
sought points and 
the passport to Eng- 
land, Wales were intent on 
salvaging pride from their 
depressing European 
Championship campaign 
on their first visit to 
Albania. 

The Welsh just about suc- 
ceeded after Mark Pern- 
bridge's 43rd-minute equal- 
iser earned a l-l draw in 


Tirana. Thus Bobby Gould’s 
team avoided the ignominy 
of bottom place in Group 
Seven, if only on the basis — 
under Uefa’s fiendishly com- 
plicated system — of having 
taken four points off yester- 
day’s hosts. 

With 12 qualifying places 
being fought tor last night, 
Germany, twice winners of 
the trophy. Romania and 
the Czech Republic ended 
all doubts with victories to 
head their sections. They 
joined another trio already 


booked for Euro ’96 next 
June — Russia, Spain and 
Switzerland — and the 
hosts, England 

Denmark, the holders, 
moved through as one of 
the best six runners-up 
with a 3-1 over Armenia, as 
did Turkey with a 2-3 draw 
in Sweden. It Is the the first 
time the Turks have quali- 
fied for major finals since 
the 1964 World Cup. 

Croatia did not need the 
exertions required in a 2-1 
win in Slovenia because. 


even as runners-up, they 
were guaranteed a place be- 
cause of other results. As it 
was, they headed their 
group despite Italy's 4-0 
crushing of Lithuania 
which also took the World 
Cup finalists through. 

The Bulgarians were also 
spared worries by other 
results before losing 3-1 in 
Berlin as Germany avenged 
two successive defeats by 
the Eastern Europeans. 

With qualifying assured 
even as runners-up, Bul- 


garia fell to two goals from 
Jurgen Klinsmann and one 
by Thomas Hfissler after 
Hristo Stoichkov’s opener 
just after half-time. 

• The Welsh referee' John 
Lloyd and Ancona's coach 
Massimo Cacdatori were 
taken to hospital after a 
brawl in the dressing 
rooms that followed Bir- 
mingham's 2-1 win in the 
Anglo-Ztalian Cup. Lloyd 
fractured his right arm and 
Cacdatori suffered a facial 
cat and braising. 
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defeated .Pascolo’s attempt to 
keep ft out of the roof of toe 
net 

The ease with which toe 
Swiss stretched England at 
the start of the second half 
reminded Wembley of who 
bad been playing toe better 
co-ordinated football, but in 
the 57th minute England took 
the lead. Neville set up Stone 
for a cross from toe right 
which Sheringham headed 
beyond Pascolo’s reach. 

OfOLARDi aw— (AraoniQ; o Kmk 
(Man Ufcfl. U rt — [Arsons!), IWm r 
(Mm IM). PMta ( Nottingham ForasQ. 
Lh [Newcastle Uld). Radknapp 
[Liverpool: stone. Nottingham Form. 
7mln], QaMolfB* (Rangers). 
NelaniinM (Liverpool); Shearer 
[Blackburn Rovers], Sher Ingham 
(Tottenham). 

SWITZERLAND; Faecdo (Sarvart#); 
KotUper (Newcastle Uld). Hawshea 
(Hamburg). Mger (Grass hop par). 
O n e wO n (Sion); Otaret (St Ettanna). i~ ~ 
(Bayern Munich). Fo a m ier [Sion). 
(RioKxira): Keep (KajTanjfw). " 
(Galatasany). 

S Puftl ( Hungary). 


always said the 

story would be in Bel- 
fast But those waiting 
anxiously on the 
packed terraces here could 
hardly believe their ears as 
the jungle telegraph beat out 
the goalscoring rate in the 
North: one, two, three, four- 
one. five-three. At the very 
least, Jack Charlton would 
get a second chance of quali- 
fying by going into the calcu- 
lations to determine the best 
six runners-up from the eight 
groups. 

In Lisbon, the boys in green 
had made yet another brave 
stab at determining their own 
destiny. A win against Portu- 
gal would have given them 
automatic qualification, but 
three second-half goals from 
Costa, Helder and Cadete left 
them with their hopes hang- 
ing from a thread spun for 
them by their northern 
neighbours. 

The torrential gale-driven 
rain, that 24 hours earlier had 
threatened the match, 
returned a couple of hours be- 
fore kick-off. It could not 
dampen the spirits of nearly 

70.000 supporters in Benfica's 
Stadium of Light, where 

20.000 Irish filled one end 
with their orange and green 
and irrepressible optimism. 

They had come, though, to 
this final hurdle with the 
highest of hopes but toe low- 
est of expectation. They ap- 
peared to have hardly a 
chance against the oil slick 
passing of the group leaders 
Portugal, who needed only a 
point to secure automatic 
qualification themselves. 

Jack Chariton, who prefers 
to weight his side defensively, 
found injuries left him with 
lttde option but to play an un- 
familiar attacking midfield. 


Already without Keane and 
Sheridan, toe skipper Town- 
send, toe Republic’s Player of 
the Year, failed a late fitness 
test on a troublesome instep. 

Staunton, who had been 
doubtful too, was fit and 
given toe captain's armband 
to go with his new role in toe 
left centre of midfield, with 
19-year -old Kennedy, winning 
his third cap, playing wide 
left. McAteer filled the wide 
right berth, with Kenna 
alongside. 

It was a make-do and mend 
sort of outfit, with toe 37-year- 
old Aldridge, returning to his 
familiar role with the Repub- 
lic of scurrying back to help 


them out when he was not 
trying to get on the end of 
Quinn's knockdowns. 

Figo won three early free- 
kicks which came to naught, 
and from a corner after only 
eight minutes, Couto, danger- 
ously-placed. lifted his shot 
high. 

Portugal's trans-pitch pass- 
ing gave them most posses- 
sion, but the Republic allowed 
them little time to enjoy it 
and when Aldridge supplied 
Quinn, the lanky striker 
made a remarkably tight turn 
to put a toot just over the bar. 

With the soft pitch cutting 
up badly, and as slippery as a 
skid pan, the Irish, in particu- 
lar, seemed to find it difficult 
to judge the weight of passes, 
and too many went astray. 

The news that Northern Ire- 
land were one, and then two 
up agsunst Austria striving to 
take toe runners-up spot from 
the Republic, brought the 
Irish fens to their feet, as did 
the heroic challenge by 
McGrath, whose speed over 
toe ground despite his an- 
cient creaking knees, denied 
Couto a chants just before the 
interval. 

The Irish exclamations of 
relief after the break as Alan 
Kelly leapt to turn Secretar- 
io's powerfully-driven shot 
over his bar, were nothing to 
those that greeted toe 50th- 
minute news that Northern 
Ireland bad gone three up, 
surely assuring the Republic 
would go into toe runners-up 
h at . 

Within minutes. Kelly had 
made a carbon copy save tip- 
ping over a shot from the 
Porto midfielder Santos, and 
within seconds palmed out Fi- 
go's effort But he could do 
nothing when Costa, of Fior- 
entina, produced a precise lob 
that fell perfectly between the 
goalkeeper’s outstretched fin- 
gers and his crossbar for Por- 
tugal to take the lead on the 
hour. 

Kernaghan. a 78th-minute 
substitute for Staunton, saved 
the Republic embarrassment 
clearing off the line, but Baia 
was forced into a great save at 
the other end as Aldridge 
looked for a consolation goal. 

PORTUGAL: R«U (Porto); Hnrit i rta 
(Porto). Couto (Parma). H o M i r (Benfioa). 
Santos [Porto). Sanaa (Jurinlvi), 
Oovano (Sporting Lisbon), rigo 
(Barcelona). Pinto (Bentlcal. Coats 
{Floranttfia), Dom fagu — (Porto). 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND: A Kolly 
(ShofflokJ Uttfl; a (Lends). MMk 
Villa). Babb (Liverpool). Irwin 
(Manchester United), MaAtaar 
(Liverpool). . Kano* (Blackburn). Staonton 
(Aston VWa; Karna*han, Manchester 
city, 7Bmin). Kaonady (Liverpool). Outoo 
(Manchester City). Aldridge (Tranmora). 

P CwxarW (Italy). 


Guardian Crossword No 20,500 

Set by Araucaria 



Across 


7 Fool in'choir composed of 
birds (8) 

9,10 Teif police about a 
communist if you want fair 
treatment . . . (6.4) 

11 ... 500 more pet enough to 
- eat (but not King Arthur's 
knights?) (6.4) 

1 2,1 4 Skulduggery by Scotsman 
with crucial agenda (6,8) 
is Finish plunder, say, and 
weaken (6) 

17 Law of little 8s? (6) 

20,33 Tree containing material 
for pulling locomotive (8,6) 
23 Standard apparatus for pro- 
ducing wWsky is stationary 
( 543 ) 

24,25 Fulmar gets carried 
away by warm current (4,6) 
25 Snake-eater, takes deer 
round on string (8) 


Down 

1 Tenure following thatching 

with short break In if rm 


with short break In It (B) 

2 See 24 down 
‘3 Sort of cough caused by 
scythe (6) 

4 Sort of coffee points to 
papers getting round (8) 

* Mountain characters 
entertained by knight at 
Chinese party ( 10 ) 

* Famous people honour 
School (6) 

8 Remains of 11 ? Goiiyj ^ 

13 Sound of lethal bikes 

encountered with frequency 

16 h2 b0liOU * pa,nMn 0 in book 

w 

10 Lain off in container to 
prepare for navigation? (8) 
19 Weak in 14(6) 
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21 Corrosion corroded? 
round in circles (6) 

22 Studios promoting *e 
(6) 

®4*2 14 asset related to 
Buthulezi (8) 
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